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fe evergreens are with us the 
whole year thru, it’s at Christmastime 
that they’re indispensable to me. 
Every plant has its day. Against the 
dun-brown or white-shrouded earth, 
evergreens have stood since the begin- 
ning of time, exemplary of life ever- 
lasting. From the days of the Druids, 
ine boughs have hung over lintel and 
heath Little wonder it was thought 


thus to invoke the sylvan — in-=\) 
i; 


doors at Yuletide. Evergreen 
alone would do that. 

So widespread has been the use of 
those three rare evergreens, holly, 
groundpine, and mountain-laurel, that 
their rapid disappearance has become 
alarming. Consequently, I’m pleased 
to be able to make all my Christmas 
decorations this year from evergreens 

athered in my own garden and a few 
ben a nursery. 

I weary of using wreaths and 
bunches of holly year after year. 
There’s greater fun and satisfaction in 
doing something different. 


ragrance,- 


Informal Window Box. For instance, I 
have an old Ponderosa Pine. Its char- 
acterful branches hold endless possi- 
bilities for holiday adornment. I cut 
from it a few branches that bent grace- 
fully. These were arranged in an out- 
of-door window box, with the effect 
shown in Photograph 5 on the next 
page. Such a box of evergreenery, with 
the stems placed in moist peatmoss or 
sand, will last for several months. 

I had a branch left. Because of its 
artistic line, I tied it with cone clus- 
ters and hung it on the doorknocker 
pictured in Photograph 1 on the next 
page. It proved an effective Yuletide 
touch that would be easy for the busi- 
est of Christmas spirits to do, and it’s 
such a relief from the usual wreath. 

I used to labor under the impression 
that cutting branches from an ever- 
green would spoil it. But my nursery- 
man, by example, has proved to me 
that trimming, correctly done, is good 
for an evergreen tree. I cut my 
branches from portions where they 
won’t be missed. 

Not having a large enough assort- 
ment of evergreenery in my small city 
garden to take care of my holiday 
needs, I went to a near-by nursery for 
further material. I decided this year 
to keep Christmas memories ever 
green by planting out-of-door winter 
window boxes for my two sisters. 
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Arriving at the nursery, I asked to 
be waited on by the owner himself. I 
remembered being impressed by his 
extensive knowledge of evergreens 
when we judged little gardens togeth- 
er at a local flower show. Also, I 
wanted my low-down on evergreens 
from a high-up. As we drove between 
one row after another of velvet ever- 
greenery, I spied some Globe Arbor- 
vitae. 

“These are exactly what I want to 
plant in one of my window boxes,” I 
exclaimed. “‘Cubically clipped, they 
will be ideal with the modern archi- 
tecture of my sister’s home.” 

Obligingly, the nurseryman di- 
rected his superintendent to dig my 


selections from the long even rows. 
For my central tree, I chose a buxom 
beauty of ideal size. It was a beauti- 
ful, compact specimen, 18 inches high 
before clipping, and 15 inches after- 
ward. It was planted in the box so that 
12 inches of the tree appeared above 
the box with 3 inches belo ow box level. 
(See photograph on page 61.) 

“How old is this tree?” I asked. 

The nurseryman looked at me 
sharply and replied, ‘““That’s one of 
the two questions you should never 
ask—the age of a woman and the age 
of an evergreen. It only makes the 
nurseryman uncomfortable to be re- 
minded how long it’s taken him to 
grow an evergreen, and the price for 
which he must sell it to meet popular 
demand. The tree you’ve selected is 8 
years old and is priced at $1.50.” 

The next two specimens planted on 
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either side of the central tree were 15 
inches high, clipped to 12 inches. The 
two end trees measured 12 inches be- 
fore, and g inches after, clipping. The 
window box in which these trees were 
planted is 37% inches long, 8 inches 
high , and 10 inches wide. The decora- 
tive moulding tacked on the front of 
the box is painted red, yellow, and 
blue, on a gray ground for colorful 
Christmas effect. 

When the field man had completed 
the planting of my arborvitaes gone 
modern, he stood back and beamed, 
“T’d never have believed a haircut 
could give the young ‘uns such style!” 


Diamond and Tassel. The architecture 





of my other sister’s house is of the 
French style, with hip roof and clipped 
eaves. For her box I selected pyra- 
midal trees. My nurseryman advised 
me that any of the columnar junipers 
or redcedars in small sizes could be 
used for such style of window box. The 
Irish and Spiny Greek Junipers are 
particularly clean-cut and in pron 

The central Spiny Greek which I 
finally selected measured 18 inches 
high. The trees planted on either side 
of it graded 3 inches shorter. (See 
photograph, page 61.) 

For larger boxes 48 inches by 12 
inches by 12 inches, my nurseryman 
told me that he had planted some fine- 
looking boxes which his customers 
liked, using a selection of Black Hill 
Spruce, fir, and Pfitzer Juniper. The 
contrast of texture, color, and form in 
these varieties was pleasing. 


Planting Pointers. I was grateful for 
the planting pointers which the nurs- 
eryman gave me. “Whether you plant 
evergreens in the garden or window 
box, remember, never allow the soil to 
dry out,” he cautioned. ‘Most ever- 
green casualties in yard and garden 
are caused by allowing the ground 
around them to freeze dry. Whenever 
there’s a thaw sufficient to allow the 
soil to absorb moisture, grasp the op- 
portunity to soak your evergreen roots 
thoroly. This can be most easily and 
successfully done when peatmoss has 
been incorporated in the soil. The ideal 
planting medium for window-box ever- 
greens is one-half peatmoss mixed with 
good garden loam. The peatmoss easi- 



































J ly absorbs and retains the moisture so 


needed by evergreens. It also has the 

c advantage of being clean to handle.” 3 
NV 

“ For Door and Mantel. With my Christ- 


4 mas window boxes completed, I turned 


r my attention to some other house dec- 
d orations. There was no end of charm- 
ad ing possibilities in the evergreens. I 
e liked the deep, somber green of yews. 
i What a Christmas classic its sprays 
rf would make arranged in Empire ala- 
d baster urns or white and gold tin tole 
1 = AS 

en there was the Spiny Greek 


Juniper, handsomely needled in vel- 
vety gray-green. The Silver Spruce 
literally shimmered in the sunlight, asit 
would in candleglow. Its contrast of col- 














orand form proved pleasing when ar- 

ranged with the flat fans of arborvitae, 

as shown in an evergreen bowknot. As 

a merry touch I added sleigh bells, 

sent by a friend in Salem, Massa- 

chusetts. (See photograph on page 9.) 4 
It was worth my country trip to 

find a string of old harness bells. 


Five ideas for Christmas decorations are shown 
on these pages. Also, on page 9 is a spray of 
evergreen and bells for the doorknocker, and 
on page 61, two suggestions for window box- 
es and one for a very jolly little pine-cone tree 





1, a cone cluster for the knocker; 2, a string of 
old-fashioned harness bells; 3, a mantel in the 
Adam style; 4, another mantel using fir 
branches and pine cones; 5, an informal win- 
dow box using Ponderosa Pine (Evergreens, 
courtesy of Earl Ferris and D. Hill nurseries) 
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PHOTOGRAPHS BY SHIGETA-WRIGHT 





Spruced up with evergreen, they made 
a right jolly jingle with which to sum- 
mon holiday hospitality informally to 
the door. (See Photograph 2.) 

For the simple Adam mantel | 
thought the neat, sleek line of Japa- 
nese Juniper a fitting greenery. Its 
supple branches can be bent in circlet 
around the mirror or draped to simi- 
late an Adam decoration. Clusters of 
tiny brown cones are in keeping with 
its delicacy. (See Photograph 3.) 

I also like to flank either side of my 
fireplace with a pair of soldierly little 
Norway Spruce. Standing at attention 
in red buckets pasted with gold-paper 
stars, they guard a row of bulging 
white stockings tied with red, green, 
and blue tulle bows; red for the gen- 
tlemen, blue for the ladies, and green 
for the juniors. 


On the Christmas Buffet. Among the 
golden cookies and sugar-crystaled 
sweetmeats, I cluster jolly little pine- 
cone trees set on radiating fans of 
White Pine needles, as pictured in the 
photograph on page 61. These are 
easily made. On a small, square card- 
board, place a little block of plasticine 
(a non-harden- | Continued on page 61 
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By Josephine Wylie 


= of shimmery softness and papers of 
silver, papers of gold and wrappings like spun 
glass, crisp as a winter morning. Patterns stream- 
lined and Diesel-designed, with many a disk and 
whatnot in motion. Then seals and bows and labels, 
and stickum on lots of things, including the floor 
and the dining-room table. 

Such glitter and such fun, and underneath and 
out of sight such hidden joys and most secret thrills! 
For wrappings are surely the stuff of which much 
Christmas fun is made. 

No doubt of it, one of the best ways to prolong 
the joys of Christmas is with gay Christmas pack- 
ages. Beamed over for their own outward loveliness, 
guessed at and surmised about, maybe poked at but 
never peeked into (at least hardly ever), they ride 
thru all the exciting days leading up to the climax 
of package-opening. So let’s not banish these merry 
mysteries to top shelves and bottom drawers. Let’s 
wrap them gaily and then put them where all can 
have the fun of wishing and wondering. 

Oh, of course, there are exceptions. You really 
couldn’t expect Junior to mistake a fire wagon for 
another pair of wool socks, no matter what camou- 
flages you used. But, on the whole, Christmas fun 
can legitimately get under way with an early wrap- 
ping spree, then prance on thru the holidays wd 
out a lull. 


For gifts from your kitchen to theirs—plum pud- 
dings, fruit cakes, cookies, jars of prized jellies 
and preserves, and wintry spicy conserves—there’s 
no lovelier wrapping than Cellophane. It reveals, 
enhances, and truly glorifies. This Christmas new 
colors and designs have come to town, extending 
the usefulness of this so-well-liked food wrapping. 
By making folds of the colored Cellophanes in 
wrapping a package, tones of deeper and lighter 
color appear. You’ll see how we carried out the 
idea in some of the packages pictured here. Then 
just for fun we tied Cellophane sippers (maybe 
straws to you?) into the ribbon on one of the pack- 
ages and liked the feathery [ Continued on page 52 











%& BELOW: Teddy bears and sugar cookies, fruit cake and smooth gift boxes grow wonderfully 
mysterious when decked with the season's bravest wrappings. Holiday patterns and shimmery Cel- 


lophane vie with frosty papers of silver and gold—with ribbons and pine cones, sippers and cedar 











%& OPPOSITE PAGE: No job at all to find the wrapping counter these days—you can spot it by 


that big crowd of people busily shopping galloping reindeer, wind-spanked housetops, snowmen, 


snowflakes, and Christmas trees. They're all merrily playing tag on the rolls in the stationer’s window 
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_— way back last Christmas? 
Remember any of the Christmas cards you received? 
If you do I’ll wager they had the personal touch that 
made you either chuckle or admire and say, “Aren’t they 
clever? Now why can’t we ever do something like that?” 
The answer is, you can! 


ARE you an amateur photographer? Or have you a 
camera in the house? Then wait for a snowstorm and 
snap your house in winter array, or take the children be- 
fore the fireplace with stockings hung. And friends really 
do appreciate family groups, especially if they’re in- 
formally posed, for after all, they’re even more interested 
in you than they are in your children. The result may 
be printed directly on a card or pasted on one. 

Many interesting things may be done with blue print- 
ing, too, and very inexpensively. 

. you a wit? Can you compose jingles? Then by all 
means write, type, or have printed your sentiments. Four 
lines are fine, but many lines are better, especially if they 
tell what the family has been doing all year. It’s possible 
to write a newsy, general letter and have it printed by 
the hundred and mailed in gay envelopes. Simple deco- 
rations, such as gold stars or painted sprigs of holly, may 
be added, or perhaps the paper could have a border of 
red or green. 

How about your profession or hobby? Be it dogs, flow- 
ers, teaching, clerking, selling, club work, or stenography, 
it can be caricatured to the delight of your friends. 

Can you draw? Sometimes the crudest efforts are most 
appreciated just because people can really believe you 
did them yourself! 

A few cards may be done by hand with a bit of water 
color, pen and ink, or crayon. If you need more than 50, 
however, handwork becomes tedious and you should 
therefore resort to printing. 
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Card No. 7 was printed from the linoleum block in the above photograph 


The Zinc Cut. For 100 or more cards a line drawing 
printed from a zinc cut is practical and impressive. Draw 
anything on any size paper (black ink), for it can be re- 
duced to almost any desired size by the printer. Sketch 
your house, cartoon your family, make a beautiful or 
intricate design, and then have it printed in some unusual 
color. Prices + cuts vary with the size, from around $3.15 
for one 2 inches square to around $4.75 for one the size 
of a government postal card, and so on up. Printing will 
cost in the neighborhood of $1.25 for 100 cards. After 
the printing is once set up, cost for printing additional 
cards is slight. 


The Linoleum Block. When fewer than 1oocards are needed, 
the reproductions of line drawings or halftones become 
expensive, so turn to linoleum blocks. You have probably 
seen them many times without realizing what they were. 
Instead of having a cut made for you (zinc plate from 
which the lines are etched with acid), you may use a 
block of specially prepared linoleum and cut the pattern 
in it yourself with a sharp-edged tool. 

The linoleum comes fixed on a block of wood which 
holds it firm during the printing process. It’s available 
wherever school art supplies are handled, at prices from 
15 to 25 cents for the usual card size. Standard tools with 
assorted points may be purchased at the same time. 

The design must be seat on the block in reverse, as 
in a mirror, so that when printed it will read properly. 
After the design has been sketched on and blacked in so 
that there can be no mistake as to what is to be cut out, 
the cutting begins. Remove all areas not to be printed. 
They must be cut deeply enough to be unaffected by the 
pressure of the printing press. 

Linoleum blocks may be printed at home, but it isn’t 
generally satisfactory to do so, since without a press it’s 
difficult to get even and sufficient pressure. The cost of 
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It’s easy and a lot of fun to make your own Christmas card, 
from a linoleum block, from a photograph, or using pen and ink 





With Suggestions From 
Gretchen Harshbarger 


commercial printing, as quoted, isn’t great, you'll agree. 

How con are these cards going to cost? It depends 
upon the length of your mailing list, the cost of the paper 
or stock, and the cost of the stamp demanded. 


First About Paper or Stock. Cheapest of all is the govern- 
ment penny-postal, for in it you have paper and stamp 
both for 1 cent. Since any card the size of a government 
card or smaller down to 3 x 4 inches will go thru the 
mails for 1 cent, it’s very economical to have cards of 
that size cut from gay-colored bristol board or other 
heavy paper. These cost from 144 to 4% a cent each and 
seem just a little nicer than Uncle Sam’s, especially when 
printed in contrasting colors. 

Cards with envelopes cost I cent or more, and note 
— with envelopes to match come to at least 2 cents. 

oth cards and note paper can be found in attractive 
tints and also with borders. 

A compromise between a card and an envelope is the 
single sheet of paper folded over and sealed with a sticker 
or sealing wax. This goes thru the mails for 11% cents. 
Paper for these may be just about anything, but colored 
kindergarten construction paper is splendid and aver- 
ages 14 cent per card. 


About Stamps. Postage ranges from 1 cent for the penny- 
postal to 3 cents for the sealed envelope. Be sure to con- 
sult your post office if you’re in any doubt as to the correct 
stamp to use; take no chance of embarrassing your 
friends with the necessity of supplying additional postage 
upon receipt of your card. 


Finally, if you feel entirely inadequate and haven’t time to 
write notes, surely you know someone who would be glad to 
earn a little Christmas money by making cards for you. 

Good luck, and may your friends be happily surprised! 
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No. 1 was made from a linoleum block. No. 2 and No. 7 are al- 
so from linoleum blocks, but No. 2 was hand-colored. Nos. 4 
and 5 are pen and ink sketches printed from zinc etchings, then 
hand-colored. No. 6 was printed directly from a photograph 
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Modern 


WITH THE PRICE SNIPPED OFF 


Today’s designers, working with inexpensive woods, have brought these good Modern fur- 
nishings within reach of our purses in time for Christmas. Give your home a gift or two! 


Assembled by Christine Holbrook, Director, Better Homes & Gardens’ Home-Furnishings Department 
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In keeping with the modern design of this maple furniture, 1 
the upholstery is in textured homespun and gay plaids 


An idea for a maple combined dining- and living-room, with 
bookshelves arranged to frame a couch and divide the room 2 
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A sturdy oak dining-room suite manufactured in either natural oak finish or in silver-gray 


Modern simplicity is exemplified in these In hall or for cards, with the leaves lifted, this Compact is this oak cabinet with its well- 
chests and bed designed for today's bedroom oak table with matching chairs is practical designed spaces for silver, china, or glass 


FOR APPROXIMATE COST, SEE PACE 38 
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A Rock-ribbed Home on Puget Sound | 


BY DEPUE, MORGAN & CO, 








This Seattle Better Homes 
| : & Gardens family has one 
ee ie of the most effectively laid 





out problem properties in 
the great Pacific Northwest 


By 
Naomi N. Swett 


There really isn't a ‘“‘back"’ to this exquisitely proportioned, chaste white house 


Architects: Arthur Loveless and 
Lester Fey. Cost to Build: $8,- 
600, including architects’ fee 


Puget Sound is within full view. This is the inconspicuous service entrance 


and rock garden, but not the 
garage [Floor Plans on Page 37] 


Macs more than just a house is 


this clean-cut-as-a-cameo, informal 
Colonial home, with homelike Cape 
Cod porch snuggled under its sloping 
roof. Because of the rare seclusion and 
wildly picturesque charm of its setting, 
this 75 x 235 foot property of Mr. and 
Mrs. Joel McFee, in the Magnolia 
Bluff district of Seattle, might well 
claim the distinction of being called a 
very beautiful estate. 

It was exciting for this Better Homes | 
& Gardens family to plan and build | 
this problem house, and so involved : 
was the undertaking of adapting an 
old rugged ravine into a home site that 
had either the owners or the architects 
been one whit less visionary, there 
would have been no home here at all. 

But Arthur Loveless, the senior ar- 
chitect, and Lester Fey, the junior as- | 
sociate, agreed with the McFees that | 
there were unusual building possibili- 
ties in this land, which drops sharply 
14 feet below the street level and then 
makes a long, sloping descent to a 
lower street on which the garage is 
located. | 

Vividly demonstrating the wisdom | 
of planning the landscaping of the | 
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grounds defore, rather than after, a 
house is built, is the happy result of 
having attained one of the most effec- 
tively laid out problem properties in 
the Pacific Northwest. 


WHERE the adjoining lot rises ab- 
ruptly on the north side of the house, 
an 8-foot retaining wall of reinforced 
concrete was built—then thru the 
thick screening of trees that Mother 
Nature had placed at the street line, a 
curving concrete stairway, flanked by 
flowering shrubs and specimen plants, 
was made. 

Two terrace gardens were developed 
on the grounds immediately surround- 
ing the house—the upper one tending 
to set the house back to a depth of 58 
feet from the street, and the second 
one, which is 3 feet lower, serving as 
an outside living-room of the McFee 
home, which has been constructed 
with two different floor levels to con- 
form to this break in the land. 

To obtain earth necessary for con- 
struction of the lower terrace, the base- 


. ment of the house was excavated toa 


depth of 8 feet thru the full area of 
the structure. This terrace is sup- 


The McFees’ rock garden, characteristic of Seattle and the Pacific Northwest, is a perfect example of a rock garden in good taste 


ported by a retaining wall in the form 
of an enchanting, characteristically 
Seattle, rock garden that has curved 
rock steps cutting thru to the lower 

art of the lot, which has been left in 
its natural state. 

So the maximum number of rooms 
in the McFee home might have win- 
dows on three sides, it was built in an 
ell-shape, with the longer gable par- 
alleling the street, and the lower one 
the garden side of the house. 

In reality, there is no ‘‘back”’ to this 
exquisitely proportioned, chaste white 
house, of which the pure Colonial en- 
trance with classical pediments and 
pilasters is a fitting example of pure 
American “‘home-ocracy.” Inconspic- 
uous service entrance with concrete 
platform and neat wrought-iron rail is 
at the extreme right side of the house. 


THE very white whiteness of the ex- 
terior of this home is no mere illusion, 
for every one of the 24-inch shingles 
with which it is surfaced was dipped 
in a priming coat of white before being 
painted, as a result of which the pores, 
even the back of the wood, have been 
thoroly covered. 
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Exterior trim, which is of vertical 
grain fir, is also painted clean white, the 
louvered shutters being bright green. 
The roof shingles are dipped in two 
different shades of brown creosote, 
which results in an interesting varia- 
tion and harmonious color contrasts, 


TYPICAL Colonial dormers with clas- 
sical pediments break thru the cornice, 
with cameo-like precision, at 5 feet 
above the second floor, where the main 
areas have the 8-foot ceiling height 
that prevails thruout the house. 
In no part of the McFee house has 
economy been observed at the cost of 
ermanency or comforts to be en- 
joyed by the owners. Framework is 
made of 2 x 6 instead of the usual 2 x 4 
timbers, which results in a deeper 
than average reveal and greater pro- 
tection against weather elements. 
Outward-opening casement win- 
dows with g-inch panes and wide 
ledges are supplied thruout with fric- 
tion hinges, so that the back of each 
window comes away from the jamb, 
leaving space for cleaning the outside 
of the sash from the inside of the 
house. All [ Continued on page 37 








THE LAND OF A Million 


| is power in scents—far more 
than in cents. The former will take 
you not only miles thru space in a 
jiffy, but back thru the years in a most 
astonishing and delightful manner. 

I never sniff the nice dry smell of 
hay in a loft without trotting back 
many years to my youth. There was a 
chute from our hayloft down a couple 
of stories to the floor where Moon- 
shine, our horse, used to live. My 
friends and I spent many an afternoon 
taking turns letting each other down 
on a rope thru this pitchy black chute 
whick exuded smells of hay, oats, and 
horse from every crack. Picture my 
surprise one time as I expected to land 
on a peaceful pile of hay to find Moon- 
shine, who had strayed from his stall, 
nibbling about my shins. 


INDEED there is power in a scent— 
as well as extreme pleasure. For the 
joy obtained from the sweet smell of 
growing things is of deep and lasting 
nature. 

Whether you have four square feet 
or four thousand in which to plant 
things, here’s a thought for you—a 
thought to tuck in the back of your 
mind as the winter sets in—a thought 
to take out and mull over on chill mid- 
winter evenings before your cozy grate 
fire—particularly when the catalogs 
with their bright gay colors begin to 
arrive. 

Why not plant a garden of scents? 
So many flowers and plants are fra- 
grant as well as lovely to look at that 
without half trying it is awfully easy 
to have such a garden—and have it 
fragrant from spring to frost. 

Over in France aged men with long 
beards are forever blending and mix- 
ing numerous perfumes to obtain a 
beautiful combination of scents. Now 
we may not be long-bearded French- 
men, but we may puzzle and scheme to 
have the fragrance of our garden a 
lovely and subtle blend. I prefer my 
perfume living and growing—by the 
gardenful instead of by the bottleful. 


Let's begin with flower beds and 
figure out what to have in a small one 
that will rival Monsieur Coty’s latest 
efforts! And from there we’ll be off to 
flowering shrubs and fragrant vines 
that will quite outdo Monsieur Ybre’s 
proudest products! 

Have daffodils and tulips (Jenny is 
an especially fragrant tulip) for early 

ring. But the most fragrant of all 
Ha early bulbs are white hyacinths 
and a hybrid jonquil called Camper- 
nelle. This jonquil has many tiny yel- 
low flowers on each stem, and a very 
sweet scent. Both these add their odor 
to the superb smell of fresh young 


grass, tiny growing plants, and to- 
gether they all form the delicate light 
and airy perfume of spring. 

As the warm days lengthen the min- 
gling fragrances become more complex 
and subtle. There are carnations and 
pinks which have such a nice spicy 
smell—almost like cloves. Also the 
Rose Geranium is grand. Its blooms 
are not so potent, but its fragrance in- 
vades the whole garden where it grows, 
and its small leaves will charmingly 
decorate and scent the finger bowls for 
your dinner parties next summer! The 
garden is filled with the tropical per- 
fume of the Madonna Lilies when 


they’re in bloom—and the smell of 


sweet-william at dusk will haunt you. 


WANDER a little from the garden 
proper, and beneath the densest shade 
of trees or shrubs is the favorite home 
site of the lily-of-the-valley. While all 
these other flowers are flaunting their 
charms this modest little white flower 
so well hidden is reserving its sweet- 
ness and scent for those who seek it. 


The well-known and best-loved per- 
fume of the rose unites all these other 
scents together, while the fresh, dewy 
smell of peonies stands apart like the 
clear note of the flute in a musical 
symphony. 


THERE are other fragrances in the 
garden which are more delicate and 
faint but no less beguiling. Among 
them are pansies, Golden Gleam Hy- 
brid Nasturtiums, and Scabiosas. And 
I have a private hunch that go per- 
cent of the charm of the Scabiosa’s 
smell lies in the pleasant tickle it gives 
your nose while you are smelling it 
and it is shedding its white powder 
upon you. 

No garden for scent would be com- 

lete without the lavender heliotrope. 
While the fragrance of most of the 
garden flowers is intensified at dusk, 
this luscious flower sends its sweetness 
drifting over the whole garden in the 
bright hot sun of an August noon—as 
well as later on when the sun sets. 

As for Nicotiana. Words fail me! Its 


Joy obtained from the sweet smell of growing things is of very deep and lasting nature 


*,: 
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By Jean Hersey 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY J, HORACE MCFARLAND AND CUYLER MCRAS 


Why not plant a garden of scents—and have it perpetually fragrant from spring to frost? 


star-shape flowers droop at noon 
but stretch their 5-pointed petals 
into the gathering dusk and exude 
such a perfume as ne’er was rivaled 
anywhere. Once you have a few 
plants, they reseed themselves and 
come up in the most obliging man- 
ner year after year ad infinitum. If 
a few of these are placed in a vase 
in your living-room you will prob- 
ably notice their scent as you take 
your shower upstairs—so penetrat- 
ing is their odor. They are lovely 
planted close to heliotrope, stocks, 
and tuberoses. Add a little mignon- 
ette and what a triumph of perfum- 
ers’ art the combination produces. 


38.28 of all kinds, including re- 
gale, speciosum, and auratun, will 
send their perfume drifting out far 
and wide. They are grand and gor- 
geous and have a way of luring 
people to the spot where they stand 
so tall and proud. 

If you have a pool, the scent of 
tropical waterlilies in your garden 
will ruin all your good, early-morn- 
ing intentions. For it will be next to 
impossible to resist their invitation 


to come to the water’s edge and 
while away the morning in absorb- 
ing their gorgeous scent and beauty. 
And why not? We should all do a 
little more “‘whiling”’ in our gardens 
than we do. Easier said than done, 
but it’s a lofty ambition. 


Nc )W flowers don’t have a corner 
on all the garden scents. Many 
shrubs are quite potent rivals of 
theirs—lilacs, for instance. The Per- 
sian ones and the French Hybrids 
are unusually attractive—and the 
two nationalities seem quite com- 
patible in the garden. Promise me 
something if you do get lilacs. Get 
up before breakfast some May 
morning and go out and smell your 
white lilacs before breakfast when 
the dew is still on them. I will guar- 
antee that it will do something nice 
to you. | mean something besides 
get your feet wet. In fact, the 
“something” is so very nice that 
you probably won’t even know the 
grass is dewy! 

Wisteria is a great favorite of 
ours, too. If you have any place for 
a vine, do | Continued on page 60 
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A GARDENED HOME 
FROM OLD MONTEREY 


The gay abandon of the Spanish style of 
architecture here blends perfectly with 
the simplicity and charm of the Colonial 


By Architect Howard I. Shaw, Jr. 
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l, DESIGNING this Monterey-style 
Bildcost Gardened Home for you Bet- 
ter Homes & Gardens families, I’ve 
strived constantly to give you the most 
in design and planning at a reasonable 
lee cost. By simple, honest framing, use of 
: : cefully blended common, inexpensive materials, and 
* REAR AND SIDE VIEW: The gables are perfectly proportioned, materials gra ’ carefully avoiding complicated, involved 
adieu es — and mi rng 
. il is simply and honestly desig as been Kept at a minimum. Nothing, 
SIDE AND REAR VIEW: Every single detail is simply however, “ been sacrificed in good 
taste and comfort. 

Fitting comfortably on a 50-foot 
lot, the house gives the appearance of 
being considerably larger. The placing 
of the charming little front patio en- 
ables it to be set on the front property 
line, which considerably enhances the 
size of the rear garden. This is a vital 

factor, because by careful planning all 
the rooms have garden exposure. 


THE exterior design is especially 
noteworthy. Free from applied orna- 
ment, it depends upon its perfectly 

roportioned gables and the graceful 
ending of materials for its beauty. 

The walls of the house should be 
finished, as they are here, in cream 
color, the plaster to be given a slight- 
ly irregular texture. The brickwork 
and woodwork are painted the same 
color as the walls, except for the board 
and battens back of the balcony, 
which may be of natural wood color. 
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FRONT VIEW: Equally’pleasing from all angles, the house may be built either on an inside or corner lot 


The roof is stained rich dark red. Col- 
or and gayety are added by painting 
the shutters red and the window sash- 
es white. 

Perhaps the chief merit of this house 
lies in its compact plan. Endeavoring 
at all times, as I have, to give the most 
for the money, the rooms have been 
made large and comfortable. Plenty 
of wall space has been provided. Ex- 
tremely good circulation between 
rooms is made possible by the small, 
well-lighted stair hall, which boasts a 
coat closet and a linen closet, as well 
as telephone service on both floors. 
The hall is made more charming by 
finishing it in knotty pine. 


THE living-room has properly been 
made the center of the house. Win- 
dows on three sides, including large 
French windows on both ends opening 
onto gardens, make it an ial place 
in which to entertain. The large fire- 
place, with its refined Colonial man- 
tel, the beamed ceiling, and the knotty 
pine boards on one side make the !iv- 
ing-room an extremely gracious place. 

Windows filling an entire wall give 
the dining-room, too, a share of the 
garden. And the room is made more 
delightful by placing the windows on 
a curved bay, with an exterior brick 
ledge upon which flower pots may be 
placed. 
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The attached garage, as well as be- 
ing economical, is extremely conven- 
ient. A door from the rear of the ga- 
rage leads directly to all parts of the 
house. Knowing, however, that some 
of you desire the garage away from the 
house, I have given you an alternate 
plan. In place of the garage, which 
may be set at the rear of the house, a 
large guest bedroom is planned, hav- 
ing windows on three exposures, a 
large clothes closet and linen cabinet, 
and beautifully tiled bathroom, which 
includes one of the new square tubs. 
Many of you will prefer this plan to 
the other. Upstairs two large bed- 
rooms with a connecting bathroom 
and dressing room and ample ward- 
robe space make the house ideal for 
the average family. 

The large service entrance serves 
also as the laundry room, besides act- 
ing as a passage between the base- 
ment and the rest of the house. 

The welcoming aspect of the beauti- 
fully paneled front entrance door, pic- 
tured in its molded plaster frame, gives 
the final touch of refined, correct taste. 


TuIs is a house that should prefer- 
ably be built by southern and western 
Better Homes § Gardens families, but 
certainly it won’t be out of place any- 
where, except perhaps in those regions 
enjoying extremely sin snowfall. 
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“FIRST FLOOR 











SECOND FLOOR 


BILEZOST 


REG. U. S. PAT. OFF. 
—a regular feature—is a complete 


home-building service available 
from Better Homes & Gardens only. 


Extra Cost? 


Our BILDCOST GARDENED 
HOME PLAN Tells You 


A 3 3-CENT stamp, for postage, will 
bring you a complete list of materials 
required to build this house, with the 
exact quantities of each item. This list 
is a part of Better Homes S Gardens’ 
Bitpcost GARDENED-HoME PLawn. 

Your architect, building-material 
dealer, or builder, using this list and 
the photographs of the house as they 
appear on these pages, can then pre- 
pare an accurate estimate of the total 
cost to you. 

Thus you have a very reliable and 
practical service at no expense to you 
except the 3-cent stamp. 

Then if you wish plans, specifica- 
tions, and contract forms for this 
house, we’ll send them to you for the 
nominal price of $5 for one set, $1 each 
for additional sets, for your contractor 
and architect. When you write for the 
list ask for List of Materials No. 512. 



















1 John Normile suggests that newest of elec- 
trical units, a garbage disposer! Installed under 
the sink, it grinds to a pulp all kitchen garbage 
except cans and glass, then uses water to flush 
this into the sewer and away, as part of the 
sewage stream. 


2 If your budget accounts tangle (and whose 
don’t) there’s a corporation’s free booklet (not 
a budget book) available that flavors common 
sense with wisecracks. Its humor is precious! 


3 Because it keeps food hot many minutes, I 
like the individual bean pot that can be pur- 
chased for 10 cents if you buy two tins of beans. 
Three of us assembled 32 for a plate luncheon. 


4 Christine Holbrook describes certain wall- 
lamps that go so nicely with Early American 
furniture. Their parchment shades have checks 
or dots. Lamps are gifty! 


5 For your Merry Christmas kitchen, Jean 
Guthrie, with a yen for cookies, sleuths the 
aluminum gadget (Sketch 5). It has 10 inter- 
changeable cooky-design disks, also decorates 
cakes and makes noodles. 


6 To entertain smartly there’s a new home bil- 
liard table with spare, folding top for ping- 
pong. Says Nick, “It’s a light-weight, rea- 
sonably priced proposition!” (That pre-Christ- 
mas subtlety.) 


7A replacement cord with rubber plug for 
the electric iron or other appliance is so flexible 
—of a new-type heavy cotton twine braid that’s 
considered long-wearing. 


8 Follow pet recipes both as to time and tem- 
perature when using the electric roaster (Sketch 
8), which has a dial heat control. It bakes pies 
and cakes, roasts meats, cooks vegetables. 
Foods cook in their own juices without water. 
The roaster heats from bottom and sides. 


TO ME! 





9A gift for the ’tween-age child (that age 
tween cereal-slinging and meat-eating) is a 
3-piece junior set of silverware. What could 
teach table manners more swiftly? 


10 How sofa cushions cozy the house! I bought 
a pair, cedar-brown, with diagonal tucks in all- 
over diamond pattern. Those going northeast 
are wrong-side-out tucks. 


11 We use an ice-cream powder for both 
freezer and refrigerator ice cream, with hardly 
more complications than making gelatine. It’s 
offered by a manufacturer of gelatine. 


12 Christine Holbrook says that a carpet 
company offers reproductions of provincial 
hand-loomings from many lands. Thus your 
floor-coverings may imply your heritage. Each 
carpet design has an interesting history! 








For your convenience news items are numbered. When you inquire for information about 
items, please specify issue and items by number. For your further convenience, fill in: 
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Issue and Item Numbers................. 
a 3-cent stamp to The Home Service Bureau, 6512 Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 
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FOODS AND HOUSEHOLD DEVICES 


Jean Guthrie 





GARDENS 
Alfred Carl Hottes 


REMODELING AND BUILDING 


John Normile 





13 For that dash of cream often needed, a 
milk bottle, Sketch 13 (with spoon which the 
dairy furnishes), enables you to pour off the 
cream neatly. A free recipe booklet suggests 
economical uses for cream and whipped cream. 


14 Also in Sketch 13 are days-of-the-week milk 
tags to keep your Nick from drinking tomor- 
row’s breakfast milk for this evening’s late 
piecing. They are metal tags, long-lasting! 


15 Tools, with instructions, are available for 
making metal objects in the home workshop. 
Cannisters, brackets, toys, vegetable bins— 
there’s a lot of metal used about the home. 


16 For quick pick-up dining, there are oblong 
washable placemats in colorful but restrained 
design, with fabric-like surfacing. They cost 
little—4 in a 10-cent package! 


17 A dual-purpose temperature guide, for the 
wall, records indoor heat and, by a flexible 
tube (with sensitive bulb placed outside), tells 
you, too, how cold it is out-of-doors. 


18 After I had polished the dining-room suite 
with a creamy, white liquid furniture polish, I 
went over some odd, lacquered chairs with the 
polish, too, then rubbed them dry. 


19 Bentwood lap trays, for buffet service, 
measure 8 by 17 inches. Handles are a part 
of these one-piece trays—very trig! 


20 In Sketch 20 we show metal brackets, of 
window-depth. Glass shelves for plants slide 
in. A tin se made ours, a pair for 10 cents. 
There’s a free booklet available from a manu- 
facturer which describes home accessories to 
make from sheet glass. 


21 A 5'%-foot bathtub with shower has built- 
in seat at end opposite the faucets, so handy for 
tots or the infirm! Seat is 2 inches lower than 
tub rim and pitched to provide drainage. 


22 Washable kitchen-shelf papers are avail- 
able now—and in bright patterns. 


23 In Sketch 23 is a wee study table and chair 
for Santa Claus to bring to the playroom! Desk 
measures 26 by 11 inches and 2 feet high. Set is 
of unfinished California Redwood, to varnish. 





































HOME FURNISHINGS 
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An All-Around 


Boy's 


Room 
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By Helen Sprackling 


) thrill of a speeding train, the 
lure of a schooner’s sails . . . much to 
his delight, John Voorhees and his 
mother, Mrs. Tracy Voorhees, Better 
Homes &§ Gardens readers of Brook- 
lyn, New York, charted his room’s 
decorations in a nautical manner. 

But the speeding train was a bit hard 
to manage. John’s mother felt that an 
electric train for her son would be un- 
derfoot constantly. Whereupon John’s 
father considered the problem—and 
devised this most ingenious solution 
for the comfort of all concerned! 

A little shelf (just wide enough to 
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Now the electric train is never underfoot 


hold tracks) has been built on all four 
sides of the room. Notice how trains 
run thru furniture (the homemade 
bookcase is Smoothtop Mountain, 
neatly tunneled!) and the chiffonier, 
moved out and pieced to the wall by a 
fitted section, serves double duty in 
furnishing a cavernous mountain pass. 
This section and chiffonier, painted 
alike, give the impression of being one 
piece. 

Of course, allowance had to be made 
for entrance and exit—and the small 
matter of going to bed at night. So 
those sections of shelf and track which 


John and his trains are the delight of neighborhood boys 
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made a stupendous bridge (across 
doorway) as well as track and shelf on 
the great middlewestern plains (a tex- 
tured green crash bedspread) are 
movable. Between train schedules 
John lifts the bridge section (before 
the door) bodily and stands it in a 
corner out of the way. The section 
which crosses the great plains (over 
the bed) is on hinges and folds back 
against the wall when not in use. 
Needless to say, John and his trains 
are very popular in the neighborhood. 
They’re always ready at a moment’s 
notice, and neither trains nor boys get 
in anyone’s way. 


Tu E color scheme in this room: walls, 
cream; chintz curtains have white sail- 
boats and nautical motifs in blue and 
red on a bright green background; 
furniture painted red, picking up the 
curtains’ touch of red, and black strip- 
ings; the bedspread of plain green- 
textured cotton crash, white-fringe 
trimmed; small chairs’ cushions same 
as curtains—in the big wicker chair 
they are red. The brown taupe rug is 
practical in color for a boy’s room. 
Pictures are of boats full-rigged! 

John Voorhees’ room overlooks the 
famous harbor of New York, where 
ships go sailing every day out to sea, 
so do you wonder he likes nautical 
subjects? 

And the railroad tracks with speed- 
ing train are, of course, a part of the 
growing-up process of ’most every boy 
—the back-to-youth comradeship 
joined in by every father! 











Often the first fruit of your daughter’s 
college education turns out to be her 
discovery on her Christmas vacation at 
home that all the pictures in the house 
are bad and that there’s something 
wrong with the furniture. 


+ + + 


There’s nothing like a telephone in 
the bathroom to imply that a family is 
smack in the middle of the social whirl 
—or has a daughter at the impatient 
dating and primping age! 


+ + + 


A smart woman can win any argument 
by saying “Yes, dear!” most submissively, 
and then waiting a week to have her own way. 


+ + + 


You’d have a little difficulty, of course, 
in convincing the nudists that with sun- 
lamps in air-conditioned houses they 
might just as well practice their nudism 
indoors at home. Too much privacy. 


=. 


When I was a boy I thought the custom 
of giving each other gifts ‘‘for the house” 
was just a grown-up’s slicker-trick, an 
avoidance of the Christmas spirit. Now 
I’d prefer something “for the house” to 
any number of neckties or bathrobes. 


ot. 


After she had divorced three millionaires 
and a Count, Peggy Joyce’s New York 
apartment was still almost as simple and 
unassuming as a well-paid private secre- 
tary’s. All she wanted, she told me, was a 
good address and a place to sleep. 


ae 


I have dedicated the walls of the upper 
staircase and upstairs hall to enlarged 
photographs of our friends—husband and 
wife together in one frame. I snapshot 
them with my little camera in their own 
doorways on Sunday afternoons, so I can 
still see them as they are now when we are 
all old and scattered. 


Riches without good taste are a flavorless 
dish. With judgment and fastidiousness, a 
man and woman can transform a rich 
man’s stables into a more charming dwell- 
ing than the mansion itself! 


a 


I’m ashamed to confess that I en- 
vied a certain prosperous friend’s elabo- 
rate basement playroom, opening on 
two terraces, until I learned that after 
every rain he gets six inches of water in 
his whoopee suite. 








THE 


MAN 
NEXT 
DOOR 


Another good antidote for household 
doldrums and divorce is one brand new 
dinner recipe each week—something 
your husband has never eaten before, 
sprung as a surprise. 
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Blessed is the skilled and honorable work- 
man! When you find one, cling to him for- 
ever; he is only too rare, and becoming 
rarer. A door in our house was rehung by 
such a workman, and every time I admire 
how precisely the lock is fitted and how 
smoothly the door swings, I waft silent ap- 
plause in his direction. 
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Carried away by the annual basketball 
fever, a million boys once again vow that 
life isn’t worth living unless they can in- 
stall a basketball ring in the backyard and 
practice to be basketball stars. 

“Why can’t we use all that space for 
something instead of filling it up with a 
lot of silly bushes and flowers?” is the cry 
of youth. 


a a 


The winding and setting of the house- 
hold clocks, it seems to me, is one of 
the noblest duties of a wife, tho mine 
insists it’s a husband’s function. We 
have six in the house, and none agrees 
with another, nor with the electric 
clock, which loses its stride every time 
the maid disconnects it to plug in the 
vacuum cleaner. 


+ + + 


American millionaires pay as high as 
$25,000 a year for penthouse apartments on 
the rooftops of New York. But in Mexico 
City, Lima, and Buenos Aires the paupers 
build their lean-tos and raise their chickens, 
goats, and children on the roofs, rent-free. 
But wait till South American landlords see 
the penthouses in the North American 
movies! Rents will soar! 
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Rare is the bride who, when planning 
her living-room, ever entertains a mental 
image of how it will appear with a baby’s 
play-pen in the middle! 

- -» > 


Eager to decorate its barren mid- 
Pacific airports, Pan American Airways 
spent $60 a ton to transport soil from 
the Philippines for flower beds and 
shrubbery. That’s the sort of a Christ- 
mas present many a gardener would 
relish! 
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Many a young wife thinks she’s an old- 
fashioned cook if she opens her tin cans 
with an old-fashioned can-opener instead 
of the new-fangled rotary variety. 

+ ~ + 


When you run across a pair of 100-watt 
electric bulbs in a man’s bathroom you 
may safely assume that he has tried bit- 
terly to shave in a hotel bathroom under 
one distant 25-watt light! 

oa 


The classical argument for owning your 
own home, of course, is that ownership 
enables you to drive a nail wherever you 
want to—whenever you get around to it, 
and if you can find a nail! 

> a ce 


Remember how you vowed last year 
that you’d have all your 1935 Christmas 
shopping complete not later than Sep- 
tember 1, selecting gifts slowly and 
judiciously from time to time? So did 
I, knowing I'd raid the shops between 
December 20 and 24. 


a 


Despite my wife's insistence that I carve 
the bird at the table this year, I’m still ada- 
mant; I claim I could do it as well with a 
mashie-niblick as a carving knife. 


a 


Should the husband’s or the wife’s name 
appear first on Christmas and New Year 
cards—should gallantry or euphony gov- 
ern the precedence? Thru curiosity I 
counted 100 of the cards we received last 
year—on go the husband’s name came 
first, on 10 the wife’s. (The b. w.’s name 
was first on ours.) 

>. @ 


“Mean temperature,” says Les Gowan, 
“is what prevails around the house when a 
husband in coat and vest thinks it’s much too 
warm, while the wife in a silk frock com- 
plains that she’s freezing to death. 


<> 


And here’s hoping that your particular 
Santa Claus is a psychic Santa, and re- 
flated, as they might say in Washington. 


—HARLAN MILLER 
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Home’s the Place for It 


By Gladys Denny Shultz 


Better Homes & Gardens’ 
Child Care and Training Director 


Wass do they want at Christ- 


mastime? 

Time was when it was toys and 
more toys. Now it’s fun and more fun. 
Young son and daughter, whether 
they’re holidaying collegiates, self- 
important high-school folks, junior- 
highers, or youngsters in the grades, 
put a rousing good vacationtime at 
the top of their Christmas list. And 
Santa takes special note, for the good 
saint has always kept the softest spot 
in his heart for youth. 

And so, of all seasons of the year, 
Christmas fun for the children and dy 
the children can be the happiest and 
best. Saint Nick, with his pack of 
gifts and quaint customs, crowds a 
mere birthday celebration clear off the 
map, and the season offers grand 





DRAWING BY ROBB BEEBE 





chances for good times in which young 
hosts and hostesses should take the 
leading part and assume the respon- 
sibility for their guests. 

But there’s more to it than just fun. 
By letting our adolescent boys and 
girls plan and carry out their own en- 
tertainment, we parents not only save 
ourselves the wear and tear of prepara- 
tion but we may also acquire wisdom. 


Have you been a bit worried about 
the social activities of the senior-high 
crowd? Have you wondered what went 
on at parties, whether they were held 
under proper chaperonage, and whether 
your son or daughter has been coming 
straight home or going on to less desir- 
able places after the party breaks up? 

The answer to such doubts and won- 


31 
derings is to have parties in our own 
homes. Then we know the conditions 
will be suitable and we can also see for 
ourselves what the current adolescent 
customs are and at what time the 
parties end. 

“But all the work, and at Christ- 
mastime, when there’s everything else 
in the world to do!’ (That’s from the 
lady who wants to know how to keep 
her very young daughter from going 
to the too, too gay holiday dances at 
the Country Club.) 

Let son and daughter do the work. 
Let them clean the house before and 
especially after, let them attend to the 
serving and either prepare the refresh- 
ments themselves or at least help. 

They don’t like to clean house and 
prepare refreshments? Well, did you 
ever give them a free hand to entertain 
their own friends in their own home, 
just as they would like to do? Then, 
Mother, you’ re going to see something! 


lr IT’S a dance they decide on, you'll 
find that John’s football muscles cé- 
ordinate as smoothly in waxing the 
living-room floor as in spilling the 
triple threat in the big game. Mary 
will display all sorts of homemaking 
and executive ability you never knew 
she had. For that’s the secret of Christ- 
mas fun and hospitality from the 
children’s point of view. Let it be 
their own show and let them run it. 
Is their idea of the ultimate in good 
times a skating party followed by 
spaghetti at home? Then skating and 
spaghetti it [| Continued on page 48 


Pardon me, lady, but if you 
will stand under the mistletoe! 
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‘Instantly You Catch Cold 
Do These 2 Things 


For Fast Relief, Remember These Pictures 







Take 2 BAYER ASPIRIN Tablets 
and drink a full glass of water, 
Repeat treatment in 2 hours, 


The moment you feel a cold coming on, 
follow the pictured directions above: 


Two Bayer Aspirin tablets with a full 
glass of water. 
Three Bayer Aspirin tablets, crushed 
and dissolved in 4 glass of water as a 
gargle. Gargle with this mixture twice, 
holding your head well back to permit 
this medicated gargle to reach the 
irritated membranes of the throat. 
Your doctor will approve this treatment 
as perhaps the quickest, simplest way 
known to fight cold and sore throat. 
The Bayer Aspirin taken internally 
will combat a cold almost instantly, and 


NOW REDUCED T0 14 





If throat is sore, crush and 
@ stir 3 BAYER ASPIRIN Tab- 

: Z 
lets in 14 glass of water. 
Gargle twice. This eases throat 
rawness and soreness instantly. 
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tA ee 
Why BAYER Aspirin 
Works So Fast 
glass of water. 

By the time it hits the —= 
it is disintegrating. 1 | 
Whe 
a tie 
fav <S 
A Genuine Bayer Aspirin tablet starts 

to disintegrate and go to work. 
pens in your stomach — Genuine 
BAYER Aspirin tablets start “taking 


Drop a Bayer Aspirin tablet into a 
bottom of the glass 

IN 2 SECONDS BY STOP WATCH 

What happens in these glasses hap- 

hold”’ of pain a few minutes after taking. 











ease the usual pains that accompany one. 
The gargle will ease sore throat in a few 
minutes. For it acts like a local anesthetic 
in relieving pain and rawness. 

When you buy, though, see that you 
get real BAYER ASPIRIN tablets. For 
they dissolve almost instantly in the 
stomach and thus start working almost 
instantly. And they dissolve completely 
enough to use as a gargle. 
Watch out for this. 





Betrer Homes & Garpvens, December, 1935 
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AMONG 


“urselues 


Holiday Favors 


Dear Editors: 

In November, I think of Christmas and wish 
something different for table favors and to re- 
member my friends. So I plant some narcissus 
bulbs. [For the proper time to plant yours for 
all-winter bloom, ask your seedsman.] Here’s 
how I do it: 

I buy a box of 100 paper cups and 3 dozen 
bulbs, setting (in peatmoss) one bulb to a cup, 
and keep them moistened. When they bloom, 
I fit the old cups into fresh ones, flute a bit of 
tissue paper around each, tie with bright ribbon. 
I add a holiday wish or placecard. They are 
ready for my friends and cost little more than 
a holiday greeting card. Paper White Narcissus, 
tied with red, make Valentine favors. Or, use 
them with yellow for Easter!—Miss Grace K. 
McClurg, Lima, Ohio. 


Pish, Tush! 


Dear Editors: 

In your April number, on page 7, you gave 
an entire page to a topic aptly titled “Story- 
Time.” Photograph and poem in all aspects 
were true to the twilight hour in a happy home 
with the exception of the clock in the picture. 
It says “12 to 2,” which undoubtedly is a late 
hour for a child’s “Story-Time,” don’t you 
think?—F. L. Sisson, Jr.. D. C., Sikeston, 
Missouri. 


Pish, Tush, Chicanery! We'll wager Dr. Sisson 
is a detective-story enthusiast, to ferret out such 
evidence of our afternoon photography! 


For Neat Jenny! 


Dear Editors: 

This wrenhouse [photographs below] fea- 
tures a sliding clean-out tray so that, when the 
birds have left, the house can be taken down, 
cleaned, and painted, ready for spring! Wrens 
will come back year after year to a garden, tho 
they hesitate to build in a house still contain- 
ing last year’s nest. 

The house can be made of 4%-inch material 
such as box lumber, with ordinary shingle or 


| weather-boarding roof. Hole is 7% inch in diame- 


ter, correct for wrens, and small enough to ex- 
clude other birds. The perch is of ordinary 
dowel stock—and the house very easy to make. 





A handy boy or craftsman, in spare winter 
moments, can build this home to welcome 
Jenny Wren to the garden for many summers! 


—Fred B. Jacobs, Cleveland, Ohio. 


Not Worth It? 
Dear Editors: 


Have just received your two leaflets Nos. 
B-G-92 and B-G-13, for which I sent you sev- 
eral cents in stamps. This letter is to tell you 
that, in my opinion (whether or not you care 
about my opinion), the two leaflets are a fraud 
on your subscribers. The general information 
in both of them is contained in any seed catalog. 

As one-time editor of a trade journal, I 


think I have a good = [ Continued on page 34 
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SMP Y YOUR GIFT PROBLEMS 


BY MAILING THE COUPON RIGHT AWAY 


f @ Perhaps your request is already in the mail. Others 


are coming in every day— 


“I used four last year, but I’d like six,” says Mrs. 


Henderson. 


“Please send them right away, because we’re going 


South after Thanksgiving,” urges Mr. Comstock. 


“Everyone to whom [ sent them last year was so 
delighted. If I can have four, I'd appreciate them 


very much,” writes Mrs. Robb. 


Each request marks another instance where Better 
Homes & Gardens has simplified a gift problem—or 
several gift problems. For each correspondent has re- 
quested our Christmas greeting cards, which are sup- 


plied free of charge to carry the glad tidings of a 


an 


gift-subscription to Better Homes & Gardens. 


Let Better Homes & Gardens simplify your gift prob- 
lems. You'll find it a happy Christmas choice for 
so many of your friends. No worry about size or 
color—troublesome questions on countless gifts. You 
know that every friend who shares your interest in 
Home, will be more than grateful for your thought- 
fulness in saying “Merry Christmas” with a sub- 
scription to Better Homes & Gardens. 4 ; 
fur 





The greeting card, which arrives with your friend’s Christmas 
mail, brings the good news of a Better Homes & Gardens subscrip- 
tion in such an attractive way. And remember, we provide these 
cards for you to mail to each friend on your gift subscription list. 
To get the cards, just fill out the coupon below. Simplify your 
gift problems by mailing the coupon right away. 
ee ee 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS, 

9312 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, Iowa 


Gentlemen: Please send me without charge gift 
subscription announcement cards with matching envelopes. 





Betrer Homes & Garpens, December, 1935 
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Easiest, Creamiest fill Taffy! 























p MOLASSES TAFFY 


EAGLE BRAN d Con- 





seetene 
f nd Swee " 
sot Fagle Bra ogether 
eB, and C ook I B lasses and saltt £ f 
Eagle Dr Milk, mola nti 
, 5 (1 can) hag densed Mulk, ME" er low heat u 
1% cups \" ed Condense - a heavy pan. Stir ove vd in © 
-_ h rd ball forms yore Pull until 
1 na . tere pa . 
° ‘gol on but d cut 
mae vater. Cool on ; rope an 
14 cup molasses It re Stretch into a long TOF 
4“ Sew rrains Sa . . 
i —" : ker cooking! Far 
+. recipel Far quic = 
‘lure with this recipe ‘1 @ But remember 
hance of failure, , this taffy 1s' © must use 
@ Far less chan h, how creamy this recipe: You 4 
; il! And oh, ; icceed int Eagle Brand. 
easier to pu Milk won'’t—can t—s ber the name ag 
i 


» -m 
Evaporated | Just remet 


Sweetened Condensed 


TEREE! New Cook Book of Wonders! 


New! New! NEW! Just off the press! “Magic Recipes” is a thrilling new 
successor to “Amazing Short-cuts.”’Gives you brand-new recipes—unbelievably 
quick and easy—for pies, cookies, candies, frostings! Sure-fire custards! Easy- 
to-make refrigerator cakes! Quicker ways to delicious salad dressings, sauces, 
beverages, ice creams (freezer and automatic). Address: The Borden Sales Co., 
Inc., Dept. BH-125, 350 Madison Ave., New York,N.Y. 


Milk. 














Name 

, Borden 
trect e 

City State Quality 





(Print name and address plainly) 
This coupon may be pasted on a penny postcard. 
lceantllineelied ill ei ee 











Gieany | 
MAPLE. 
‘LEAVES’ 


Giant Dahlia-Flowered 
TAU YR 








4 Bost elors 
Scarlet, Yellow, 
Lavender, Rose 
wonderful bargain ing 














A 


Zinnias—largest and most © 
beautiful Zinnias. To prove 
to you that Burpee’s Seeds 
are the best that grow we 
offer you this 


< 
60¢ value for only 10¢. 
4 full-size pkts. (regular 15¢ Q= 
size), one each of Scarlet, 
Yellow, Lavender, Rose (value 
0c) for only 10c¢ postpaid. 
This offer is too good to 
miss. Send dime today. 

Burpee's Seed Catalog FREE 
Every vegetable and flower worth grow- 
ing is described in this famous Garden 


of the new things, too. Burpee’s Guar- 
anteed Seeds. Hundreds of illustrations. 
Planting information. This valuable 
Book is free. Write for it today. 

W. ATLEE BURPEE CO, 


269 Burpee Bidg., Philadelphig 





DIRECT from Vermont— 


Superlative quality 100% pure 
Maple Sugar made smooth and 
creamy by exclusive new process. Dainty leaf 
shapes packed in genuine wood containers that 

carry with your holiday remembrance all the romance of 
Maple-land. Your choice of the famous “Sap Bucket” or 
prize-winning ‘‘Maple Cabin’’. Ideal gifts tor young or 
old: unusual bridge prizes. Sent individually to any 
address post paid. 


72 oz. CABIN $1.00. . . 14 oz. CABIN $1.50 
16 oz. BUCKET $1.25 


West of the Misstsstppt add 
10c per package. Mailed / 
in sturdy, attractive par- / 
cel-post cartons. Order to- 
day ;write addresses plain- 
ly. Ask for DIRECT 
PRICE LISTon all Maple 
Products — syrup, sugar, 
maple cream, confections. 


MAPLE GROVE, Route 2, St. Johnsbury, Vt. 















Among Ourselves 


[| Begins on page 32 | 


idea of what the quality of a proffered service 
should be. Am returning the leaflets. They are 
undoubtedly of more value to you than to me. 
—H. S. Hudson, Bristol, Tennessee. 


No sale: 8 cents returned! These leaflets are 
B-G-92 “How to Build Rock Gardens” and 
B-G-/3 “How to Plan and Plant the Vegetable 
Garden.” 


White Is for Snow! 


To make our snow, by comparison, so shame- 
facedly meager as to melt right off the walks, 
we look long and often at the snapshots (be- 
low) sent by Leslie T. White, Better Homes & 
Gardens writer! The snap below he labels “You 
name him!” That’s easy—he’s Mr. White, in 
the Frozen North, with skis and a pipe for dis- 
guise. Of the other snap Mr. White writes, “I 
spent a night in this tent with an Indian family 
of six adults. When one person wanted to roll 
over, we had to perform in unison!” 

In the North, Mr. White has mushed behind 
the Malamute (an Arctic dog which traces back 
to the wolf). With Mrs. White and their son 





and daughter, his home is a California ranch 
of giant redwoods; they have a cat, Toughy, 
and dogs for company. Remember Mr. White’s 
dog stories—“‘How to Buy a Friend,” in last 
September’s number, and the April, 1935, story 
““A Dog-gone Doggy Tale’? His description of a 
man’s den, called ‘““Wives, Take Heed!” in our 
March, 1935, number—now ¢here was a story! 

They’re each and all good re-reading for a 
snowy, snowing, or snow-bound winter evening! 


Hi-Days of Life 


Dear Editors: 

When searching thru pigeonholes of our old 
desk I came upon my grandfather’s diary. Fifty 
years ago he closed the year’s record with a 
statement concerning the cloudiness of the 




















weather and added that he was “not doing 
much.” 

Last year I kept a record of our own family’s 
life which, when reviewed at the end of 12 
months, gave a fairly complete story. Into a 
large envelope in the desk were slipped news- 
paper clippings of all the happenings that had 
touched the household life: a luncheon, a com- 


munity-day program, church doings, little | 


trips, guests in the home—sometimes a penciled 
note of an event, also snapshots, snatches of a 
letter, a program, party favor, indeed anything 
to recall a bit of family history. With a pot of 
paste and a blank k, on a rainy afternoon 
we compiled this story of the year!—Margaret 
Plyley Murray, Greenfield, Ohio. 


Early Planting 
Dear Editors: 


The sketch [below] shows my cellar-window | 


greenhouse which has proved successful. The 
idea has worked out with the growing of peren- 
nials, enough each year for the average home. 
This was the sole purpose at the start, but the 
greenhouse can be used as well for vegetable 
plants. Access for care of plants is gained thru 
the cellar window. Keep the window open, as it 
is the only means of ventilation, and gives 
warmth on sunless days. 

Dimensions are not given because of variance 
in size of cellar windows. Lumber, 2- x 4-inch 
size, was used for the framework, sunk half 
way beneath ground level at the base. Side and 
top sash are glass windows, and for the ends I 
used 2- x 2-inch wood framework with glass 
substitute to cover. I treated all wood with a 
good wood preservative. The sash on top has 
2- to 3-inch pitch, as a minimum, to shed rain. 
—Arthur O. Dunn, landscape architect, New 
Castle, Pennsylvania. 






















Side sash hinged at a 
top 
Sash 
Collar sash 
le 
2 e\ Wall. 
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Glass substitute’ on 
ends of box 





Thru a Decade! 


Dear Editors: 

Your October number is a wonder! More than 
10 years ago, when calling on the paint, hard- 
ware, and drug jobbers, I dropped into your 
office and subscribed for a little publication. It 
was little, but homey! We’ve had it at home 
ever since, and I like its illustrations, informa- 
tion, and horse sense! The magazine is a vivid 
example of brains, plus ability, plus nerve to 
produce in mass quantities, thereby giving the 
American people more and better, for less 
money. 

When reading the October number I felt im- 
pelled to express an opinion—along with best 
wishes for your future growth and welfare.— 


Alfred V. Hart, New York City. 
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PERFECT TEETH SAYS: 


Only Listerine 
‘looth Paste for me... 


it keeps teeth so white and lustrous” 


OU’RE LOOKING AT Miss Jo- 

sephine Kidd of Birmingham, 
Ala., who came to New York on a 
flying visit but stayed to pursue a 
successful career as a photographer’s 
and artist’s model. Her fine, white 
teeth—perfect, if you please—won 
her first job for her. 


“Our family has used Listerine 
Tooth Paste for years,’”’ says Miss 
Kidd. “I think it is the most effec- 
tive and safest dentifrice I ever used. 
I give it most of the credit for the 


healthy condition of my teeth and 
gums. And it’s so economical!”’ 


If you’ve not tried Listerine Tooth 
Paste, do so now. You will be de- 
lighted to find out how quickly and 
how thoroughly it cleans teeth with- 
out harming precious enamel. You'll 
like the sparkle and lustre its mod- 
ern polishing agents impart to tooth 
surfaces. And you will welcome that 
marvelous feeling of mouth freshness 
that follows its use. Lambert Phar- 
macal Company, St. Louis, Mo. 





REGULAR SIZE 25¢ ; 


.- DOUBLE SIZE 40¢ 





TO USERS OF TOOTH POWDER 


Your druggist has a new, quick-cleansing, gentle-acting, entirely soapless 
tooth powder worthy of the Listerine name. 


LISTERINE TOOTH POWDER. Regular size 25c . . . Double size 40c 
Better Homes & Garpvens, December, 1/935 








MEDICAL 
ASSN. 





IMPORTANT TO MOTHERS 


Only Heinz Strained Foods bear these 
two famous Seals of Quality. One, the 
Heinz Seal, has meant—for 66 years— 
better tasting, wholesome pure food 
products. The other—the A. M. A. Seal 
of Acceptance—means expected nutri- 
ent value. Where you see both these 
seals, buy with complete confidence. 
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“SERIOUS FACTS 


| ABOUT YOUR BABY’S 
DIET” 


ae 
~ 3 
"+ a me alia ae 


HYSICIANS recommend certain 

fruits, vegetables and cereals for 
babies. That these foods may be easily 
digested, straining is advised. But 
should they be stale, improperly pre- 
ared, or of poor quality, significant 
lo ss of food value may occur. 


Heinz Strained Foods consistently pro- 
vide the food values that your doctor 
recommends, The American Medical 
Association’s Committee on Foods offi- 
cially designates Heinz Strained Foods as 
acceptable. When your baby eats Heinz 
Strained Foods, you kaow he is getting 
the nourishment the doctor expects 
fruits and vegetables to supply. Your 
baby will likely show a 
definite preference for 
the rich, natural color 
and garden-fresh taste of 
Heinz Strained Foods! 
Order a few cans from 
your or or druggist 
—and play safe with 
baby! 


SEND FOR THIS BABY DET BOOK 


It contains authenticated up-to-date facts re- 
garding vitamins, minerals and other nutri- 
ments your baby needs. Also much reliable 
information on infant care and feeding. 
To get a copy, send labels from 3 tins of 
fei Strained Foods or 10 cents — to 

H. J. Heinz Co. Dept. BH212 Pittsburgh, Pa. 


i 


* HEINZ 
STRAINED FOODS 


9 KINDS ~—1. Strained Vegetable Soup. 
2. Peas. 3.Green Beans. 4. Spinach. 5. Carrots. 
tj 6. Tomatoes. 7. Beets. 8. Prunes. 9. Cereal. 
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eres Help 


FOR YOUR 
1936 BUDGET! 


Ler the Better Homes & Gardens Sim- 
plified Family Budget Book be your 
budgetary guide in 1936. It will help you 
keep your family finances on a sound 
basis. The price, 25 cents. The new 1936 
edition is just off the press. Send for your 
copy today! 

This is only one of the many extra helps 
offered you. Of course, you'll be interested 
in these other Better Homes & Gardens 
services 


FOODS AND EQUIPMENT 


Leaflets 
B-F-7 rete: two Candy Recipes............... 4c 
B-F-30 The New Dessert Bridge.............. 4c 
B-F-28 Seventeen Ways of Preparing Liver. 4c 
B-F-22 A Week of Menus for the Toddler (Menus 
for the child from 2 to 6) ............... 4c 
B-F-4 Delicious Muffins and Popove: Wis cere ee 
B-F-1 Twenty-five Roll Recipes...... error, 
B-F-2 Nineteen Soup Recipes.................. 4c 
Booklets 
Best Cake Recipes. A 64-page booklet of the country’s 
best cake recipes. . 1Sc 
When Father Cooks the Dinner. Men’s favorite recipes 
for the busband who likes to cook. Home- 
makers will like them, too. 15¢ 


Cooking for the Crowd. Just the booklet y you need when 
planning church or club dinners and refresb- 


SE, NO MIO. 5 os b.awe eee wanes o 10c 
CHILD CARE and TRAINING 
Leaflets 
B-C ‘r Books and Music for Small Children......4c¢ 
B- The Care of Expectant Mothers..........4c 
Booklets 
The Children’s Party Book. A delightful booklet of 


party plans, including detailed suggestions for 
games, decorations, and refresbments.......10c 


HOME BUILDING AND FINANCE 


Booklets 
My Better Homes er Gardens Household Inventory. 5c 


GARDEN 


Leaflets 

B-G-52 Making and Maintaining an Aquarium 4c 
B-G-9 List of Garden Books. Books on bistory, plan- 
ning, planting, care of a garden, together with 
lists of evergreens, shrubs, roses, wildflowers, 
bulbs, fruits, vegetables, pests, rock = 
water gardens. 
B-G-t1 How to Have Continuous Bloom i in the Peren- 
nial Garden. A list of perennials by months. . 4« 
B-G-26 How to Grow Bulbs Indoors. Selection, potting, 
rooting, and culture of bulbs in winter..... .4: 
B-G-66 The Rock Garden Calendar. A complete list 
of plants, their color, beight, flowering period, 
and exposure, which will keep the rock —— 

in bloom thruout the seasons.............. 
B-G-49 Brief List of Evergreens for Home Picating. 
Most desirable evergreens for the shade, lawn 
specimens, and foundation planting ee 
Includes 


B-G-18 ° The Well-organized Garden Club. 
constitution, by-laws, suggested programs for 
the year, belpful advice on encouraging civic 


endeavor, and belping the treasury along... .4c 


B-G-81 How to Succeed With Evergreens: Choosing 
sorts, planting, pruning, watering, winter pro- 
ee RP ee ee eee 4c 

B-G-89 An Easy- -to-Build Small Greenhouse. . . . .4c 

B-A-15 Terrariums—Glass Boxes for Growing Flow- 
a rr, er ee rer eat TT ee ree er 2¢ 

B-G-1 ted to Prune Ornamental Trees, Shrubs, and 
OS SRS Se ORCS Pee ee eee 


B-G-48 Brief List of Shrubs for Home Ple anting. dost 
desirable low-growin an medium- — 
shrubs for foundation Sedbeh and screens ; 

B-G-34 Grow Everlasting Flowers to Make Wiser 
Bouquets.... 4c 


Booklets 
The Home Gardener’s Pronouncing Dictionary. Gives 
the meaning, brief description, and pronuncia- 
tion of the commonest plant names used in 


gardening, new and completely revised . .50c 
CLUBS 
Leaflets 
B-O-11 Writing the Successful Club Paper i<a'e 
B-O-6 Money-making Plans for Clubs..........4¢ 


Send your orders for any of these services to: 
BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 


5612 Meredith Building 
Des Moines, lowa 


Better Homes & Garpens, December, 1935 








THE Gratifying 
GIFT FOR ANY HOME 





= 
With 3 new models, CA DI LLA C 
there's a Cadillac to 


~ MOTOR DRIVEN BRUSH 
VACUUM CLEANER 


@ The choice of a Cadillac 
makes a household gift that 
gratifies. The wonder of its new 
power to clean and keep alive 
the beauty of fine rugs is a de- 
light. Its ease of handling. with 


CLEMENTS all the new conveniences found 


only in a Cadillac, is a surprise. 


fit in any Christmas 
budget. $49.50, $39.- 
50, $29.50—all with 
Electric Floor Light 
and powerful beat- 
ing-sweeping-suc- 
tion. Ask your deal- 
er or write to 





MFG. CO. he acts Agee service built 
into it—with price in keeping 

6680 South with today—make Cadillac a 
Narragansett service-giving value. The best 
CHICA oO in 25 years a csntiaes Cadil- 
G lac Vacuum Cleaner manu- 


facture. 











3 Amazing Flour Sifters 


“Sift-Chine” “Junior”’ 
75c-$1.00 50c 


The sensational flour sift- 
ers which foremost food 
authorities so highly rec- 
ommend. One hand holds 
and operates—‘‘just 
squeeze the handle’’—stir 
as you sift. A boon to bet- 
ter baking. No more scat- 
tering of flour. No more 
lumpy cakes or biscuits. 
Endorsed by Good House- 
keeping and other bureaus. 
ee go quality—built to 
last for years. Highly polished finish. Can also be fur- 
nished with two encircling pastel bands of green, blue 
or yellow. Or, if preferred, can be embellished with 
delightful, colorful garden scene. No extra cost. 
SINGLE screen SIFT-CHINE—6 cup size, 75c. DOU- 
BLE screen SIFT-CHINE—6 cup size (one operation 
sifts flour twice), $1.00. JUNIOR sifter—SINGLE 
screen only—3 cup size, 50c. Guaranteed satisfactory. 
At dealers or postpaid. Stamps accepted. « MEETS-A- 
NEED MFG. CO., 3030 Utah St., Seattle, Washington. 


Bu rpec’s 


Garden Book 


The flowers and vege- 
tables you would like 
to see growing in your 
garden—read all about 
them in Burpee’s new Garden Book for 
1936. This valuable Book describes every 
flower and vegetable worth growing—all 
the old favorites and all the best new 
varieties. It is the most helpful compan- 
jon any gardener can have. This year’s 
book is bigger and better than ever, 
packed with important 
information. Write for 
your free copy today 

Burpee's Double Hybrid sestertioms 
All colors mixed. Full size Pkt. (50 Seeds) 
for only 10e postpaid. Send dime today. 

TLE 


E BURPEE CO 
404 Burpee Bidg. 
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Philadelphia 











Lawn figures, Lighthouses, Etc. EARN MONEY; PLEAS 
ANT PASTIME. Xmas Special—2-story 6-room Colonial 
Dollhouse: Blueprint 50c; Kit ('% “hr. to assemble) $3.75 
_— Rs for catalog illus. eat # 25 oo models and ast 

»y door-stop pattern ht G7, 
CRAFTSMAN'S MODEL co., 2030N. dist St. MILWAUKEE, WIS. 












3 kinds, all colors—dwarf Bedding, 
large-flowered Baleony, and new Star 
of California, to win new friends for us. 
Send 10c¢ today! Maule's Seed Book free. 
Wm. Heary Maule, 525 Maule Bidg., Philadelphia, Pa. 



























A Rock-ribbed Home 
on Puget Sound 


[| Begins on page 18 | 


windows are provided with rolling screens, 
which run into metal boxes at the heads, 
thru metal side guides, and every inside 
ledge has several coats of varnish over the 
paint, so that there will be no peeling from 
weather exposure. 

For insulation against the extremes of 
summer and winter weather, the attic 
space under the gables is floored, and all 
slopes caused by the roof’s cutting into 
the second floor are insulated with sheets 
of metal foil, thus protecting the points 
subject to greatest exposure. Copper lead- 
ers and gutters and copper roof over the 
little bay window of the living-room are 
insurance against leakage at vulnerable 
‘spots and also make for permanency. 
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From the moment you step over the 
little red brick threshold into the ell- 
shaped entrance hall with floor of smooth, 
red quarry tile, you sense intriguing ar- 
chitectural promise. Wide open, solid dou- 
ble doors at the left reveal the simple din- 
ing-room, beyond which is a long glimpse 
of the living-room. At the right are a. per- 
fectly proportioned oak staircase with 
turned newel and varnished birch hand- 
rail, a coat closet and telephone booth, and 
adjacent lavatory with obscure window 
panes of hammered cathedral glass. True 
Colonial influence is maintained by the 
uniform design of raised panel doors, 
which are supplemented for cold weather 
emergency with French doors at the liv- 
ing-room entrance. 

Particularly interesting features of the 
living-room are a seven-pane-wide view 
window, which looks southward over the 
lawn thru the slim posts of the red brick 
porch; French doors opening onto the 
porch; a bay window, which gives the room 
more square feet [ Continued on next page 
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So that young eyes 


Light that is safe for 
grown-up eyes is not always safe 
for children’s eyes. Young eyes 
are in the development stage. 
Eyestrain caused by reading or 
studying in poor light may lead to 
eye trouble in future years. Good 
light helps to develop eyes that 
will see safely, just as good food 
helps to develop sturdy bodies. 


The new I. E. S. (Illuminating 
Engineering Society ) Better Sight 
Lamps provide the kind of light 
young eyes need to see safely. 


These lamps provide light of a 
quality and quantity that promotes 


comfortable seeing 
and thereby reduces 
the danger of eye- 
strain. They give 
ample, soft, diffused 
light...no glare... 
wide spread of light 
...indirect illumi- 
nation to light the 
balance of the room. 


Buy these new lamps 





pany, 


‘ Ml 


cCOMPL ANC 
| 


epECIFICATIONS 


LOOK FOR THIS TAG 
ON THE LAMP YOU BUY 





Here are two good rules to follow: One, 
have your child’s eyes examined regularly. Two, 
provide her with an I, E.S. Better Sight Lamp. 


from your lighting com- 


department store, 
furniture store, or 
electrical dealer. For 
your protection, look 
for the authorized 
I. E. S. Certification 
Tag when you buy 
and when the lamp 
is delivered to your 
home. General Elec- 
tric Co., Nela Park, 
Cleveland, Ohio. 


GENERAL @ ELECTRIC 
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i amar 


HER ADVANTAGE OVER OTHERS 





Do you know a woman who is never at a 
disadvantage, never breaks engagements, 
never pleads that she is ‘‘indisposed,” 
and whose spirits never seem to droop? 

She is apt to be that eighth woman who 
has learned to rely on Midol. 


Eight million women once suffered 
every month. Had difficult days when 
they had to save themselves, and favor 
themselves, or suffer pain. But a million 
have accepted the relief of Midol. 


Are you a martyr to “regular” pain? 
Must you favor yourself, save yourself, on 
certain days of every month? Midol might 
change all this. Might have you playing 
golf. And even if it didn’t make you com- 
pletely comfortable you would receive a 
measure of relief well worth while! Midol 
is effective even when the pain has caught 
you unaware and has reached its height. 
It’s effective for hours, so two tablets 
should see you through your worst day. 
And they do not contain any narcotic. 


You'll find Midol in any drug store — 
usually right out on the toilet goods 
counter. Or, a card addressed to Midol, 
170 Varick St., New York, will bring a 


trial box postpaid, plainly wrapped. 





ALWAYS HERSELF—Nature doesn’t keep 
the eighth woman off the links—or from other 
strenuous activities. Midol means freedom 
from the old martyrdom to “regular” pain. 














Approximate Cost 


No. 1: Sofa, $47; Coffee Table, $11; 
Armchair, $22; End Table $15. 

No. 2: Sofa, $47; Bookcase, $11; 
Table, $24; Bench, $9. 

No. 3: Table, $35; Buffet, $43; Side 
Chair, $6.50; Armchair, $8. 

No. 4: Dresser, $30.50; Bed, $22; 
Chest, $32.50; Mirror, $9.50. 

No. 5: Console Card Table, $15.50; 
Chair, $9. 

No. 6: Cabinet, 
$6.50. 


Oak furniture (designed by Gilbert 
Rohde), Kroehler Manufacturing Com- 
pany. Maple furniture (designed by 
Russel Wright), Conant Ball Company. 


each 


$36; Chairs, 











A Rock-ribbed Home 
on Puget Sound 


[ Continued from preceding page | 


of floor space and frames a view of the 
Sound; soft-hued blue-green slate finish 


of the fireplace; and the wide section of 


open bookshelves, beneath which are 
built-in compartments for fireplace wood- 
lift, storage shelves for photograph al- 
bums, games, and the like. Stationary 
illumination is from candle brackets flank- 
ing bookshelves and bay window. 

Within the deep reveal of the three 
wide, easy steps leading down from hall to 
living-room is a built-in storage closet for 
bridge tables and flower containers, and 
on the opposite side an opening to the 
laundry chute. 

Because the members of the McFee 
family like to dine outside in warm weath- 
er, they’ve placed French doors in the din- 
ing-room, which lead down by three little 
brick steps to that much utilized front 
porch and also give a lookout over the 
waters. There is the conventional corner 
cupboard, with leaded glass doors, and 
casement windows overlooking the upper 
terrace garden. 


CoNVENIENCE details in the sunny 
yellow kitchen, which is floored with black 
marbleized linoleum, indicate that this 
house was planned for a very efficient 
mistress: an electric dishwasher built into 
the tiled sink; a gleaming white mechani- 
cal refrigerator recessed into the cupboard 
section near the range; a long worktable 
of beautifully grained maple, finished with 
eight coats of tough, stain-proof varnish, 
and inset with a pastry slab of imported 
marble; a segmented type, removable flour 
bin; an extra long, shallow drawer for stor- 
ing dining-table pads; deep, roomy toe 
space; a tin-lined bread and pastry com- 
partment; and a long, roomy cooler with 
flat wire refrigerator shelves, beneath 
which is a compartment for grocery deliv- 
eries, with access both from the kitchen 
and the adjacent service porch. 

The little open breakfast corner has a 
small hanging cupboard with leaded-glass 
doors for storing ornamental pottery. 
Moreover, defying all architectural con- 
ventions, three sheets of plate glass are set 
across the casement window as supports 
for colorful potted plants. 
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SEND IN YOUR 
CONTEST MATERIAL 


Now! 


THE 


$5,000 


BETTER HOMES 
CONTEST 
Closes December 31! 


Arno you have until December 31, 
1935, to submit your “before” and “after” 
photographs and other contest material in 
the big 1935 $5,000 Better Homes Contest, 
you're —— to send in your entry now if it’s 
completed. 

Each entry in the Better Homes Contest 
is judged painstakingly and the judges face 
a huge tack j in giving the entries the careful 
inspection and consideration they deserve. 
The more time they have, the easier it will 
be for them! 

The deadline for entries in this year’s con- 
test is midnight, December 31, 1935. This 
means that your envelope must be post- 
marked on or before that time—not later— 
to be eligible for one of the large cash prizes. 


Section | 


Home-Improvement Projects 


If you’ve entered Section 1 (for home- 
improvement projects) your envelope must 
contain: 

1. The final entry form which you will find inside the 
front cover of your copy of ““New Ideas for Mod- 
ernizing Your Home.” Tear out this form from the 
book and fill it in as completely as possible. 

2. The “before” and “after” photographs of your 
home-improvement project, plainly labeled and 
marked with your name and address. Don’t roll 
your photographs. Mail all material flat. 

3. A letter of not less than 300 words describing your 
contest project. If you employed a recognized, full- 
time architect on your project, give his name. 


Section 2 


New Home-Building 


If you’ve entered Section 2 (new home- 
building) your envelope must contain: 


1. The final entry form which you will find inside the 
front cover of your copy of the “Better Homes & 
Gardens Handbook for Home-Builders.”” This must 
be filled out in detail, with the statement that the 
new home fulfills the minimum construction 
standards, 

. Glossy -finish photographs (8 by 10 inch) showing 
two exterior views of the new home. They should 
be taken from opposite corners of the home so that 
all four sides of the home are shown. 

. One photograph showing in detail an interesting 
feature of the home, either exterior or interior (suc 
as the entrance, dormer, hallway, or fireplace). 

4. One complete set of blueprints to illustrate floor 
plans and methods of construction. 

. A letter of not less than 300 words describing your 
contest project. Give the name of the architect. 


tS 


AB 


“ 


Before mailing your material, read the 
rules of the Better Homes Contest carefully 
and make sure that you have included every- 
thing necessary to have your project eligible 
for the $5,000 in cash prizes. 


Address the Better Homes Contest Editor, 
Better Homes & Gardens, Des Moines, lowa. 























A long view-window on the staircase 
mid-landing invites a brief pause on the 
way upstairs, where the circulating hall 
again promises unusual architectural in- 
terest. 


Two steps down from the opposite end 
of the circulating hall is Mr. and Mrs. 
McFee’s bedroom. Directly adjacent to 
it are Mr. McFee’s clothes closet and Mrs. 
McFee’s dressing-room, in which an en- 
tire long wall is devoted to a dress ward- 
robe, a series of drawers, hat shelves, and 
sloping shelves for shoes. A dainty dress- 
ing-table is built into the wall beneath the 
curtained casement window. 

Adjoining the dressing-room is the apri- 
cot-color bathroom, which has glazed tile 
flooring and tub recess of a deeper tone of 
the same color. Sanitary-type plumbing 
fixtures include a one-piece closet and 
vitreous china bowl. Special convenience 
features are a built-in towel closet and 
plate-glass shelves in the medicine cabinet. 

The basement has been divided into two 
sections. The first, which is on the long 
side of the house, contains a spacious rec- 
reation room with painted cement floor, 
a latticed-in area for laundry-chute base, 
and three consecutive rooms which are 
used for general storage, fruit closet, and 
fireplace wood. French doors shut off the 
heater room, which has ample facilities for 
laundry and clothes drying. 


THE house is heated by a forced circu- 
lation warm-air system and is provided 
with an oil-burning furnace, which is of a 
30-inch instead of the usual 24-inch size 
designated for a house of this type, and 
well justifies its additional $50 cost by the 
amount of fuel saved in operation. 

Particular attention has been paid to 
the electric lighting of this house. All 
closets, including those in the basement, 
are equipped with switch lights. 

Trimming hardware and lighting fix- 
tures thruout the house have been selected 
with fine regard for architectural charac- 
ter . . . burnished bronze in living- and 
dining-rooms, polished brass in the en- 
trance hall, soft pewter in the bedrooms, 
and bright chromium in kitchen, bath- 
room, and downstairs lavatory. 





LEGAL STATEMENT OF PUBLICATION 


Statement of ownership, management, cir- 
culation, and so on of Better Homes er Gardens, 
published monthly at Des Moines, lowa, re- 
quired by the Act of August 24, 1912. 

President—Fred Bohen, Des Moines, lowa. 

Editor—Elmer T. Peterson, Des Moines, 
lowa. 
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Des Moines, Iowa. 
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AFTER 


The Christmas dinner will go together ten times easier 
and taste a lot better this year in the home of R. Dosé, 
6344 S. California Ave., Chicago. For the old kitchen 
has disappeared, and in its place there are new tile 
walls, a new linoleum floor, and a new stove, and the 
splendid Crane Corwitu Cabinet Sink—clean, gleam- 
ing, easy to work on. The whole improvement cost but 
$476.50—or $15.17 a month on the three-year Crane 
Finance Plan. You, too, can have a complete, new 
Crane kitchen for as little as you want to pay. 


your contractor today. 


See 


39 


How’d You 
Like a 
Christmas 
Dinner 
From This 
Kitchen? 


BEFORE 


It used to be old - fashioned, hoe hew equipment 
made it completely modern for only #476.50 


IME was when you had to 
build a new house to have a 
new kitchen, or a new bathroom. 
Crane Co. has changed all that. 
You can havea whole new kitchen 
at small cost and three years to 
pay by using Crane equipment— 
the beautiful and convenient 
CorwitH Cabinet Sink, plus 
handsome continuous steel floor 
and wall cabinets that give acres 
of working space and storage 
space. 
Your contractor can handle the 
whole job, even to changing win- 
dows, putting in new walls, new 


floors. And the complete modern- 
ization will cost as little as you 
want it tocost. No money down, 
three years to pay. 

The same improvement can be 
made in your bathroom, laundry, 
or heating plant. Crane plumbing 
and heating give you the most 
modern equipment and the great- 
est of convenience and economy. 
Ask your contractor today for 
completeinformationon any phase 
of Crane plumbing and heating 
modernization. He will help you 
with plans and ideas and with the 
financing, too. 








Beauty and convenience come to the 
laundry in these new Crane all-clay 
porcelain laundry tubs, with their 
easy-to-clean round corners and their 
gleaming, white or new buff colored 
surfaces. Available also in single style. 

Better Homes 


FREE “Crane Kitchen Guide”’ 


Pictures and Plans of 


The Modern Kitchen 


MAIL THIS 
\couron TODAY 


ee NIRS em nome 
- CRANE CO. 


836 S. Michigan Ave. B.H.G. 12 
Chicago, IIL. 
Gentlemen: Please send me: 






O “Crane Kitchen Guide”—pic- 
tures, plans and complete details 
on ano to have a modern kitchen, 
“Modernizing Suggestions” —the booklet of ideas 
on ie me me the kitchen, bath, laundry and heat- 
ing plant. 
O “Facts About Heating Your Home”—a simply 
written presentation of facts you should know before 
remodeling your heating plant. 


Name 


Address 


| City.... ; — ; ee 
& Garvens, December, 1935 











Bon Noél! 

Buon Natale! 

Felices Pascuas! 

Fréhliche Weihnachten! 

Or to put it in friendly American— 
MERRY CHRISTMAS! And a glad and 
merry one is what I am wishing each of 
you—glowing health, increasing security, 
the joy of friends, and, topping it all, a 
big serving of gay new enthusiasm for the 
whole adventure of meal-making! 

Already we’ve a running start, for al- 
most from the first cold snort of Novem- 
ber we’ve been plotting pies and puddings, 
popping spicy flavors into fruit cakes and 
mincemeat, boxing gifts of Yule candies, 
and counting noses for the Christmas feast. 

But way down in the heart of things, 
isn’t what we love most about Christmas 
a lot bigger than presents, parties, and 
good food? It’s a warm, happy, undefin- 
able something that hangs a wreath on 
the door and puts beckoning tapers in the 
windows, that builds a hearth fire and 
makes cinnamon cookies for Christmas 
Eve carolers, that packs a basket for folks 
less fortunate, and welcomes friends with 
simple hospitality. These are the acts of 
graciousness which make Home the heart 


of Christmas. 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS’ ASSOCIATE EDITOR, 
DIRECTOR OF THE FOODS DEPARTMENT 


Dish of the Month 


GetrTiNnG right into the holiday spirit 
was prizewinner Mrs. Clarence V. Zook, 
Santa Ana, California, whose “Steamed 
Suet Pudding” won first place in the na- 
tional Recipe Contest announced in Sep- 
tember. “Here comes an unusually good 
pudding that’s very little work,” she says. 
“You'd never know it had rolled oats in 
it, yet they take the place of grated car- 
rots, apples, and potatoes called for in so 
many suet puddings.” 

Below is Mrs. Zook’s recipe, with others 
tested and endorsed by Better Homes & 
Gardens’ Tasting-Test Kitchen. 


Steamed Suet Pudding 


1% cups flour 14 teaspoon nutmeg 
1 teaspoon soda l cup ground suet 
4 


11% teaspoons salt 

1 teaspoon cinnamon 

1 teaspoon ginger 

lf teaspoon ground 
cloves 


¥ cup currants 

1 cup raisins 

2 cups rolled oats 

1 cup dark corn sirup 
1 cup milk 


Sift the flour with the soda, salt, and 
spices. Mix the suet with the dry ingredi- 
ents, then add the fruit, rolled oats, sirup, 
and milk. Mix thoroly and place in a 
greased mold. Steam for 3 hours. Serve 
warm with the caramel sauce. Top with 
the Aard sauce and a dash of nutmeg. 
Serves 14. 


TASTING-TEST KITCHE 


ie — 





Suet Pudding, king of festive desserts, is packed full of fruits, nuts, and rich tradition 


Caramel Sauce 


4 tablespoons corn- 
starch 
1 teaspoon vanilla 


1 cup sugar 
3 cups hot water 
4 teaspoon salt 


Heat the sugar in a heavy skillet, car- 
amelizing it to a golden brown. Stir con- 
stantly to prevent scorching. Gradually 
add the hot water and cook until all the 
sugar crystals are dissolved, stirring steadi- 
ly. Thicken with cornstarch which has 
been moistened with a little cold water. 
Cook until smooth and thick, continuing 
the stirring. Add the salt and vanilla and 


remove from the stove. If sweeter sauce is 
desired, add more sugar after thickening. 


Hard Sauce 


1 teaspoon vanilla 
1 egg white, beaten 
stiff 


14 cup butter 

3 cups confectioners’ 
sugar 

1 egg yolk, beaten 


Cream the butter until soft, then gradu- 
ally add the sugar and continue creaming 
until smooth. Stir in the beaten egg yolk, 
then fold in the vanilla and the beaten 
egg white. When well blended, pipe over 





























Suet Pudding, using a pastry tube.—Mrs. 
Clarence V. Zook, Santa Ana, California. 


Any Self-respecting Fish 
“Any self-respecting fish should con- 


sider it an honor to be a component part 
of this delightful mixture. 


Fish Chowder 


114 pounds raw hali- 3 pints water 
but Salt and pepper to 
6 large potatoes taste 
2 large onions 1 cup heavy cream 
2 carrots 24 cup shortening 
6 large tomatoes Paprika 


Cut the fish into small pieces and place 
in a heavy pot. Prepare the vegetables and 
also cut into small pieces. Add the raw 
vegetables and the water to the fish. Sea- 
son with salt and pepper and cook gently 
for 214 hours, stirring occasionally. Re- 


*REG. U. 8. PAT. OFF. 
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move from the stove and about § minutes 
before serving add the cream, shortening, 
and dashes of paprika. Serves 8.—Mr. 
Ross D. Thompson, Washington, D. C. 

Plan fish chowder as a soup supper with 
crackers, sour or dill pickles, mugs of cof- 
fee, and wedges of apple quince pie. 


Plum Full of Flavor 


“This plum omelet has a record reach- 
ing back as far as 1823, so we refer to it as 
‘tried, true, and treasured.’ ” 


Plum Omelet 


4 egg yolks, beaten 2 tablespoons short- 

1 tablespoon sugar ening 

14 teaspoon salt 4 tablespoons stewed, 

4 egg whites, beaten sweetened red 
stiff plums 

4 tablespoons water Confectioners’ sugar 


Beat the egg yolks until thick and lem- 
on-colored. Add the sugar and salt and 
continue beating until smooth. Beat the 
egg whites until stiff. Add the water and 
combine with the egg-yolk mixture. Melt 
and heat the shortening in a large omelet 
pan, but don’t brown. Place the egg mix- 
ture in the pan and place over low heat 
until the edges begin to set. Place in a 
moderate oven (350°) and bake until firm 
to the touch. Remove from the oven and 
spread half the omelet with the fruit. Fold 
together carefully and turn onto a hot 
platter. Sprinkle with confectioners’ sugar 
and serve at once. Serves 3 or 4.—Mrs. 
Frank Logan, Estherville, lowa. 

Serve plum omelet with crisp bacon, 
toasted rolls, and coffee. 


Surprise! Surprise! 

“My children adore surprises and this 
recipe is so called because of the con- 
cealed marshmallows.” 

Surprise Croquettes 


5 medium-size sweet 1 teaspoon lemon 


potatoes juice 
2 tablespoons sugar 2 egg whites, slightly 
2 tablespoons short- beaten 
ening 2 cups crisp, crushed 


6 marshmallows cornflakes 

Cook the sweet potatoes until tender, 
then peel and let cool. Mash thoroly 
(measures about 2 cups) and season with 
the sugar, shortening, and lemon juice. 
Shape into 6 ball-shaped croquettes, split 
crosswise with a sharp knife, and insert 1 
whole marshmallow in the center of each. 
Press the 2 halves together. Chill for 1 
hour. Dip the croquettes in the beaten egg 
whites, roll in the crushed cornflakes, and 
fry in deep hot fat (375°) until golden 
brown. Drain on absorbent paper and 
serve at once. Serves 6.—Mrs. J. W. 
Brown, Columbus, Georgia. 

Offer surprise croquettes with roast 
pork or chicken and apple rings sautéd in 
butter and honey. 


More Grape, Captain Bragg! 


“A couple of handfuls of dropped- off 
white grapes were the inspiration for this.” 


Autumn Salad 


34 cup stoned and 
chopped dates 

Ys cup chopped Cali- 
fornia walnut meats 


1 package lime-fla- 
vored gelatine 
2 cups warm water 
l cup green seedless 
grapes, halved 
[| Continued on page 51 
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C-A-S-H! 


THERE'S a jolly good ring to that word 
these present-buying days. So here’s a 
contest. Better Homes & Gardens will pay 
$5 for the most delicious cold-weather 
recipe received during December. For th 
20 next best, $1 each will be awarded. 

And here’s news! Winners of these 21 
cash awards, if they specify in their recipes 
one or more of the products advertised in 
this or in the past six issues of Better Homes 
& Gardens, will receive a package of each 
advertised product they mention. To help 
you win these extra merchandise awards, 
we suggest that you read again the .foods 
advertisements in Better Homes & Gardens. 

But even tho you shouldn’t win a cash 
award, if your recipe passes the Better 
Homes &8 Gardens recipe-endorsement 
tests for accuracy, dependability, and ex 
cellence of taste, you'll receive a signed 
Certificate of Endorsement, for framing, 
and six copies of your endorsed recipe. 

Simply read these rules, then look over 
your choicest recipes for one to send us 
during December: 


1. Write your recipe clearly on one side of the 
paper. Send but one recipe at a time. 

. Give measurements in /eve/ cups, table- 
spoons, and teaspoons, never in heaping, 
rounding, or scant measurements. 

3. Be sure to specify in your recipe the brand 
names of the nationally known food products 
you use as ingredients—products available 
everywhere. We must know them so we can 
test your recipe with the same brands you 
use. 

4. Be sure to include 50 to 100 words about the 

origin or history of your recipe. 

. No recipes will be returned. 

6. Address the Tasting-Test Kitchen, Better 
Homes &§ Gardens. 


Round Table Honor Roll 


After the Dish of the Month come the 
runners-up. These 20 homemakers received 
$1 each for winning winter recipes sub- 
mitted in the September Recipe Contest. 


5 
- 


nN 


Miss Barbara Brown, Columbus, Ga. 
Mrs. Ella Brown, Islip, N. Y. 

Mrs. J. W. Brown, Columbus, Ga. 
Mrs..E.. M. Butterbaugh, South Bend, Ind. 
Mrs. A. F. Crounse, Minneapolis, Minn. 
Mrs. Louise Duryea, Osnabrock, N. Dak. 
Mrs. Bert Hay, Holton, Kans. 

Mrs. R. A. Kingsley, Erie, Pa. 

Mrs. J. A. Landsinger, Hillsboro, Wis. 
Mrs. Frank Logan, Estherville, la. 

Mrs. Fred Reich, Medford, Ore. 

Miss Sarah E. Reily, South Pe: ibody, Mass. 
Mrs. J. A. Salvail, Oakland, Calif. 

Mrs. Frank Smith, Tulsa, Ouie 

Mrs. Blair Stilley, Bruceton, Pa. 

Miss Olga Svoboda, Forest Park, Ill. 
Mr. Ross D. Thompson, Washington, D. C. 
Mrs. George White, Brownsville, Tex. 
Mrs. Gerald Wray, Kaufman, Tex. 

Mrs. Don Young, Sybial, W. Va. 


Here’s an Idea! 


“Festive Menus for the Holidays” 
pack December’s ““Cooks’ Round Table 
News.” A Christmas Feast, a Holiday 
Luncheon, a Watch Party Buffet, a New 
Year’s Dinner, and a Holiday Tea come 
to you with menus and recipes. The leaflet 
is punched to fit into “My Better Homes 
€§ Gardens Cook Book.” For it, send a 3- 
cent stamp to 7512 Meredith Building, 
Des Moines, lowa. 
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LET THE Feast Be Merry! 


By Clementine Paddleford 




















Ciblet Currant Gravy 





» e can’t buy the spirit of Christ- 
mas Dinner in packages and tins. You 
can’t concoct it in a spice-laden pud- 
ding bowl. It doesn’t come brown and 
crackling from the oven. 

But make it yours by invitation. In- 
vite the “Ghost of Christmas Present” 
and he’ll sprinkle from his torch that 
“peculiar dinner flavor” that Scrooge 
sniffed with longing on his wanderings. 
Your menu, thus blessed, may be as 
homely as the one that graced Bob 
Cratchit’s table, but twill also be as 
gay, as surprising, as memorable, for 
every course will be seasoned high with 
love, garnished bright with laughter, 
and well sauced with surprise. 

So let’s make it a simple menu, one 
where all the little worriations can be 
attended to hours and days ahead. 
There are bound to be compromises. 
Father can’t make merry without his 
Hubbard squash, so Brother must 
forego white turnips mashed in cream. 
And much as I dote on this, my own 
Christmas feast, it’s open to compro- 
mise, too. I offer it simply as a point 
of departure. 

Why not start Christmas dinner 
with a game? Let’s hide a puzzle in 
the soup. A candy cane to the one who 
can make the alphabet noodles in his 
bowl spell a “Merry Christmas” in his 
spoon! It takes but a few minutes’ 


MERRY CHRISTMAS MENU 


Clear Tomato Soup 
With Merry Christmas Noodles 
Celery, Carrot, and Cucumber Jack Straws 
Roast Turkey With Peanut Stuffing 


Cheese Stuffed Olives 

Spinach Wreath With Hot Pickled Beet Garnish 

Hot Buttered Rolls 
Crape-Ale 

_ Red and Green Cole Slaw 
Baked Apples Stuffed With Mincemeat 

Served With a Hard Sauce 
Coffee 





* 


Maple Sweet Potatoes 


Spiced Pears 


Milk 


kitchen time to pick out the correct 
letter combinations to drop into 
Grandpa’s bowl or that of the favorite 
guest. All’s fair at Christmas! 

Clear tomato soup (or any soup 
served piping hot) breathes reassur- 
ance and good will. Make it the can- 
opener way—just cans of tomato juice 
heated, seasoned with bouillon cubes, 
and garnished with a flavorsome 
smitch of onion and minced parsley. 

But if you’re a cream-soup lover, 
then try this as an extra: Drop into 
each bowl a good fistful of buttered 
popped corn sprinkled with celery salt 
and dusted crimson with paprika. 
Serve Christmas Tree Crackers to set 
off the soup. These are simply round 
oyster crackers spotted with wee balls 
of seasoned cream cheese and a perky 
Christmas tree of parsley planted in 
the center of each. 

Jack straws, so cold and crisp that 
they crackle and snap when eaten, are 
great with this first course. If any are 
left (which we doubt) let them remain 
on the table to escort the meat. I make 
these straws from strips of celery, car- 
rot, and cucumber, cutting them from 
4 to § inches long and just thick enough 
to hold trig when picked up for nib- 
bling. Cut the straws the day before 
the dinner, wrap each kind separately 
in wax paper, and chill in the refrig- 
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erator until ready to pass. 
And to add that subtle, 
what-is-it touch, rub a 
garlic clove lightly over 
wax paper of the carrots 
and cucumbers. 

But the heart of the 
feast is the turkey. This 
year we’re filling him 
handsomely with Peanut 
Stuffing gocd enough to 
make any bird fairly 
burst with pride. But at 
that, the nutty affair won 
only by a nose over the 
new prepared poultry 
stuffing made with crack- 
er crumbs. This costs very 
little, it’s fragrant with 
savory herbs, and it needs 
only the addition of a lit- 
tle cold water and some melted butter 
to convert it into exactly the right 
feathery lightness. But back to the— 


Peanut Stuffing 


[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


4tablespoons 
melted shortening 

2 egg yolks 

1 teaspoon salt 

1 teaspoon pepper 


2cups shelled, 
toasted peanuts 

2 cups hot milk 

6 dozen crackers, 
toasted and finely 
crushed (31% cups) 










































































































Grind the peanuts in a food chop- 
per. Add the hot milk to the toasted 
and thirsty cracker crumbs. When the 
milk is absorbed, combine with the 
other ingredients. For a large turkey, 
14 to 16 pounds, double this recipe, 
for you’ll need about Io cups to stuff 
every cranny full. 

You’ve been taught to lay His Hon- 
or in the pan with the breast side down 
for first browning? So was I, but re- 
cently experts have been experiment- 
ing with just this problem and have 


It’s really a 


changed their minds. 
question whether this tipsy position 
does keep the breast meat any juicier 
—and certainly 15 or so pounds of hot 
turkey is something to handle. Here’s 
one tip, tho, well worth trying. Before 
the bird goes in, cover the high points 


(tops of the legs and point of the 
breast) with three or four thicknesses 
of cheesecloth wrung out of hot water, 
then dipped in melted, unsalted fat. 
Next cover the entire upper surface of 
the bird exposed to the heat with two 
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. seasoned high with love, 
garnished bright with laughter, 
and well sauced with surprise” 
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or three thicknesses 
of the damp, oiled 
cloth. Place the 
roaster, uncoy ered, 
in a moderate oven 





(35 Kk.) and cook 
at this heat until 
done. The experts 


aren’t advising bast- 
ing nowadays eith- 
er; simply brush 
your turkey several 
times with unsalted 
fat. When done, 
Mr. Turkey will be 
all glistening and 
crisp, his flesh juicy 
and well cooked, 
and his tantalizing 
odors running 
around in every 
inch of the house. 

Christmas just wouldn’t be Christ- 
mas without the giblet gravy. Make 
it of the fat and savory sediment re- 
maining in the bottom of the baking 
pan. And this year give it a different 
flavor, a regular Dickens’ Day touch. 
When the gravy made by your usual 
recipe bubbles up richly thic ‘k, smooth, 
and simply perfect, then’s the moment 
to add a cup of wine jelly—or currant 


jelly will give something of the same 


| Continued on page 58 
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I’ve a Christmas 
Sweet Tooth 


By Clementine MacArthur Allen 


T, IERE’S nothing so cockle-warm- 
ing to me as the sight of folks munch- 
ing delightedly on delicious bits from 
my sideboard. It gives me an idea of 
what a grand lot of fun the jolly old 
Christmas saint must have watching 
people cheer and turn handsprings 
over his presents! 

Like everybody else, right now we’re 
practically drowned in Christmas seals 
and mystery at our house, but some- 
where, somehow, I’m going to find a 
spare afternoon soon and pack it with 
candy-making. What’s more, I’m go- 
ing to forget about being conventional 
and tuck in surprises along with the 
faithful retainers. For instance, there 
are those nobby little balls about 
which one young friend of mine crowed, 
“Gee, they’ll go nuts over these!” 
They’re called, appropriately— 


Nutties: 


Golf Balls for Gourmets 
[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 
4 cup ground Brazil 4 cup ground Cali 
nutmeats fornia walnut meats 


. tuck in surprises along 
with the faithful retainers 


1 teaspoon vanilla 

2 tablespoons sirup 
from canned 
pineapple 

Few grains salt 


4 cup ground pecan 
meats 

1g cup peanut butter 

1 cup moist shredded 
coconut, chopped 


Mix all the ingredients. If too stiff, 
add a little more pineapple sirup; if 
too soft, add more coconut. Roll in 
small balls. Toss some in maple-fla- 
vored granulated sugar (made by rub- 
bing a few drops of maple flavoring 
thru the sugar); some in chocolate 
shot; some in coarse granulated sugar. 


One way to relieve the tension at a 
bridge battle is to start a small war 
about kitchen pronunciations. Try it 
out on Penuche. It’s that blond candy, 
you'll remember, which would be 
fudge except that it hasn’t any choco- 
late and uses brown sugar instead of 
white. Most of the ladies will swear 
it’s Penuche (pe-noo-chee), which gives 
you a chance to show your education 
by explaining that all those Mexicans 
can’t be wrong, and that it’s correctly 
spelled Panocha. You won’t have to 
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worry about the pronunciation, for 
that’s the cue for a big plate of the 
creamy stuff, and with a mouthful 
they’ll never be able to pronounce it 
anyway. A particularly pleasant way 
to go to town with Panocha is to hide 
surprises in it. 


Panocha: 


A Surprise at Heart 


[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


3 cups light brown 
sugar 
1 cup rich milk 


Pinch salt 


1 tablespoon butter 


1 teaspoon vanilla 

1 cup pecan or Cali- 
fornia walnut 
meats, chopped 


Cook the ingredients to the soft- 
ball stage (236° to 238°). Cool, then 
beat until creamy. Pour half into an 
inch-deep pan, 7 by 7 inches. Set the 
rest over hot water to prevent harden- 
ing. Have ready 20 marshmallows cut 
in quarters, and 4 cup each of can- 
died cherries and candied pineapple, 
cut fine. Cover the layer of panocha 
with this mixture, pressing it in 











while the candy is warm. Beat the rest of 
the panocha over the hot water, then pour 
it over the nuts and fruit. When cold, cut 
into cubes. 


It sticks in my mind that somebody 
once discovered that there were more vita- 
mins running around inside an orange or 
lemon than there were in the skin. But 
what of it? Who ever heard of eating 
Candied Orange Peel for its vitamins? 
This recipe turns out some of the best and 
crunchiest peels I’ve ever nibbled on. 


Spiced Orange Peel. 
It Titilates the Tongue 
[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


Peel of 4 medium-size 4 inches stick cinna- 


oranges mon 
2 cups sugar Y% inch blade mace 
1 cup water 1 tablespoon chopped 
Y4 teaspoon nutmeg crystallized ginger 
6 cloves 


Strip off any shreds of loose white mem- 
brane, then simmer the orange peel in 
water until tender, changing the water 
three or four times. When done, cut into 
strips or fancy shapes. Cook the sugar, 
water, and spices for 8 minutes, drop in 
the orange peel, and simmer 20 minutes. 
Drain, dry in a warm oven, then roll the 
pieces in granulated sugar. Soaked and 
drained prunes, dried apricots, raisins, as 
well as soaked and partially cooked figs, 
may be candied in this same type of sirup. 
The recipe will take care of about % 
pound of these fruits. 


Well known is the chewiness of grape- 
nuts. “ ‘Good for the teeth,’ says your den- 
tist”—tho, of course, they also make Dad 
miss the 8:27 whenever we have them for 
breakfast. But if you want to experiment 
a little on your own, try the toasty affairs 
in Butter Crunchies. A good big plate of 
these will insure family peace for a whole 
evening. Mouths will be too busy for any 
tiffs over the bill for your new hat. The 
dove of peace is made this way: 


Butter Crunchies: 
Which Take a Lot of Chewing 


[a TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


1 tablespoon vinegar 

lcup pecan meats, 
broken 

¥ cup California wal- 
nut meats, broken 

V4 cup grapenuts 


¥4 cup butter 

21% cups sugar 

Y cup water 

Few grains salt 

1 tablespoon white 
corn sirup 











£0 Reed 
“Lucky stiff; not only is he nice and warm, 
but he'll get to see Santa Claus, too”! 
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Look what we've got for 
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SS HOTPOINT BUFFET SERVICE => 
e % Hotpointer Automatic Toaster. 

< Light glows when bread is toast- 


ing. Bell tinkles when toast is done 


XS 
\ 
48 
Nate 


see ee. Tray of pressed wood, finished 
ine in grained walnut. .. Comes with 
XY bread board... Glass condiment 
x dish of five compartments... 


Stainless steel bread knife. Com- 
plete, $21. 


“WE WANT WAFFLES!” 
Look! An automatic waffle iron. A 
red light at the top glows until the 
waffle is finished. No more “spoiled” 
waffles. And no more mess. This waf- 
fler has special rim to catch batter 
overflow. “Westchester” is the name. 
At your dealer’s for $9.95. 


] 





CONTINENTAL URN SET => 
Urn is finished in glistening 
x Chromeplate with black satin fin- 
“a's ish base. Lifting knob and spigot 
handle are Mandarin red. 9-cup 
capacity. Tray, sugar and creamer 
finished to match the urn. At your 
dealer’s, $24.95. 





HOW ABOUT DRIP COFFEE? 
This Dorchester Coffee Maker prepares coffee by 
the drip method—the same way fine restaurants 
prepare it. Brings out all the sparkling, rich coffee 
flavor—by electricity. Pyrex bowls are guaranteed 
against breakage from heat. At your dealer’s, 
$9.95. Other models from $5.95. 





THIS G-E MIXER IS PORTABLE 

It can be used anywhere—over the stove 
to mixicings—at the table to mix batter. 
Extracts orange juice — beats eggs — 
whips cream —shreds or slices vege- 
tables — makes mayonnaise. Price, in- 
cluding two white mixing bowls, $18.75. 
Additional accessories at slight added 
x) cost. At your dealer’s. 


> 





- 


G-E Hotpoint Moderne Iron. Weighs only 
3% pounds—yet is full size and does the work 
of a 6-lb. iron. Fully automatic. Can be reg- 
ulated to give correct heat for silks, cotton 
and woolens. Has double-button nooks to 
prevent button breakage. Easy thumb rest 


A STREAMLINE IRON 


relieves arm strain. At your dealer’s, $8.95, 





ohh TREASURE CHEST 
LUNCHEON SERVICE 
sitet Treasure Chest Cooker grills 
steaks, fries eggs, toasts sandwiches 
x —by electricity... Tray is of pressed 
¥ wood, walnut finish ... Fi 
“) partment condiment dish... Bread , 
board... Stainless steel knife. At : ret y f 
your dealer’s, Complete, $14.95. A ~ —=— 


& GENERAL@ELECTRIC fotfoin 


General Electric Company, Section E-6912, Mdse. Department, Bridgeport, Conn. 


> 





oO xr) 
PO) COCO 
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he lady is 
happy. She hears the 
voice of an old friend. 
The friend lives 75 miles 


away. They have not 


seen each other for weeks. 





Now they have much 
to talk over. The visit 
costs only 50c. After 
7 P.M. it would cost only 
35c.* You will be happy, 
too, if you use your tele- 
phone to visit out-of-town 
friends and relatives. 


Try it today. 


* 3-minute, station- 
to-station rate 











I’ve a Christmas 
Sweet Tooth 


Mix together the first 6 ingredients and 
cook gently until a little in cold water is 
very brittle (298°). Mix in the nutmeats 
and grapenuts. Pour quickly into a well- 
buttered pan, spreading it very thin. 
Mark deeply. When cold, break apart. 


Comes up a use for your candied orange 
peel, if you haven’t eaten it all up as 1s. 
The grape conserve likewise does some- 
thing exciting to the flavor. 


Conserve Caramels: 


Or Brunette Temptations 


[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


lcup light brown 1% cup light cream (or 


sugar rich milk with 1 
lcup granulated tablespoon butter) 

sugar Ycup candied orange 
1144 cups grape con- peel 

serve 


Boil the brown and white sugar with 
the cream for 5 minutes, then add the 
conserve and the peel. Cook to firm ball 
(248° to 250°). Be most careful of the 
heat, for this mixture scorches easily. Pour 
at once into inch-deep buttered pans. Cut 
in cubes when cold, and wrap in wax 
paper. Delightful variations are possible. 
Instead of the foregoing additions, add 
apricot-pineapple marmalade, chopped 
preserved quinces, or chopped preserved 
or canned pears with chopped candied or 
preserved ginger. 


You’ve boiled your candy and you’ve 
eaten it raw. But have you ever baked it? 
My personal favorite of all these sweet- 
tooth titilators is a lovable, chewable 
tidbit which comes out of the oven with 
a nice blush of brownness and a most in- 
triguing taste. I’ve called it— 


Coconut-Date Come-Agains: 
Which Are All They Claim to Be 


[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


4 cup cream 
Y% teaspoon almond 
extract 


4 cup granulated 
sugar with 1% ta- 
blespoons flour 


mixed thru it Y{ teaspoon orange 
34 cup dates, extract 

shredded 1 stifly beaten egg 
14% cups shredded white 

coconut 


Mix the flour with all but 2 tablespoons 
of the sugar. Stir in the dates and coconut. 
Add the cream and flavorings. Beat the 
egg white until frothy, add the remaining 
sugar, and continue beating until very 
stiff. Fold this lightly into the mixture 
and bake on a well-buttered pan (un- 
lined) for 23 minutes at 300°F. Remove 
carefully while hot. 


I suppose there are some things humans 
aren’t supposed to know or even question. 
After all, there are so very many mysteries 
in life that if we started unraveling them 
all we’d be in an almost continual stew. 
But I sti/] wish I knew how anyone could 
have the abysmal ignorance to call the 
following tasty bits of geometry Frappé 
Cubes. Nothing gets beaten except the egg 
whites, and as for freezing, there just 
isn’t any. But you can’t teach an old dog 
new tricks, I always say, so I refuse to re- | 





RICKETS NEVER TOUCHED US 





WE HAD FLEISCHMANN’S! 


® Puppies need diet care just as babies do. 
They need Vitamins B and G to help them 
grow vigorously and Vitamin D to grow 
strong teeth and bones; to protect them 
from the common puppy disease of rickets. 


Give your dog these important vitamins 
by adding a teaspoonful of Fleischmann’s 
Irradiated Dry Yeast to his daily diet. 
Rich in Vitamins B and G and contains 
ten times more Vitamin D than U.S.P. 
cod liver oil, 


Get a 25¢ trial can 


For sale at pet, department, sportin 

goods, feed, seed and drug stores. I 

your dealer hasn’t it, send 25¢ in coin 
or stamps to Standard Brands Incor- 
porated, Dept. BHG-12, 595 Madison 
Ave., New York, for a 314-oz. trial 
can, enough for two to three weeks. 
Complete literature will be included, 

















In Minneapaltr... 
he CLURTIS 


CENTER OF 


HOTEL 


TENTH ST AT THIRD & FOURTH AVES. 
° 


GUEST ROOM RATES 


ONE PERSON 2.00 2.50 3.00 
PRIVATE BATH 


TWO PERSONS 3.00 3.50 400 
PRIVATE BATH DOUBLE BED 


TWO PERSONS 3.50 to 6.00 
PRIVATE BATH TWIN BEDS 


ReTivity 


GREAT 
NORTHWEsy 














COMBINATION 


Saves time and trouble in ironi xg. Pays for itself. 
At your dealers or write 


FRANKLIN STEEL WORKS, JOLIET, ILL. 












Ideal for window or J > POST-RAID 
nese garden; thrive in 

heated air; may be planted out in rock- 
ery in summer. Produce beautiful and 
unusual flowers. These are large, strong 
PLANTS, usuail retailing at from 25c 
a 50c each. Send 50c today for 6 vasie- 

or $1.00 ‘fo . 12 varieties, post 
TAIRFIELD SEED & BULB 3°. 
Dept. C-964 Bridgeport, Conn. 
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christen the charming cublets. Enough of 
that. This is the way they’re miade—name 
them yourself. 


Frappe Cubes: 
Obviously a Misnomer 


[a TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


2 cups sugar 3 tablespoons water 
24 cup white corn 2 egg whites, beaten 
sirup stiff 


Stir until well mixed. Bring to boil and 
cook without stirring until a little plopped 
into cold water forms a very brittle ball 
(260°). Then pour this in a slow but 
steady stream over the stiff-beaten egg 
whites, beating in the sirup constantly. 
Divide in 3 portions. Color one pink and 
add 14 cup chopped candied cherries, 
flavoring with cherry or raspberry. Color 
the second part pale green and add 4% cup 
chopped candied pineapple. To the third 
portion add 1 tablespoon of melted choco- 
late and 4% cup Brazil nutmeats, cut fine. 
This may be put in layers in a pan and 
after standing be cut in cubes, or each 
kind may be cut in cubes separately. 


Ambassador Bars: 
In Case One Comes to Tea 


[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


2 tablespoons 
chopped pecans 


1 cup cornflakes 
\% cup candied cher- 


ries 1 egg white 
14 cup candied pine- 1% teaspoon salt 
apple Yycup powdered 
2 tablespoons sugar 
chopped walnut Y%{ teaspoon lemon 


meats extract 
2 tablespoons 
shredded coconut 


Few drops vanilla 


Mix together the first 6 ingredients. 
Beat the egg white with the salt until stiff. 
Add gradually powdered sugar, beating 
it in with the egg beater. Fold in the first 
mixture, then add the lemon and vanilla 
extracts. Mold this into small bars, keep- 
ing your hands moist. Bake in a well- 
greased pan in a moderate oven (350°) for 
10 minutes. Makes 12 to 15 bars. 








“My Son Is 
Underweight” 


a 
Lage 
Of 








~ 


You've heard of the hair spe- 
cialist who was bald and the den- 
tist who had poor teeth. Now we 
have Nutritionist Helen Treyz 
Smith whose son is underweight, 
but unlike the dentist and the hair 
specialist, Mrs. Smith isn’t both- 
ered a bit. In next month’s Better 
Homes &§ Gardens she explains 
how some children can be under- 
weight and yet healthier than their 
chubby playmates. 
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Experts select 
Quaker Oats for 
Dionne Quintuplets 


ITH the whole world of food 

science to guide them, experts in 
charge of these bouncing little wards of 
the King put them on Quaker Oats. 
Its Vitamin B for keeping fit*does chil- 
dren such a world of good. Doctors say 
this vitamin combats nervousness, loss of 
appetite and constipation, for those who 
lack Vitamin B in the diet. Play safe. 
Serve your family Quaker Oats daily. 


* Where poor condition is due to lack of Vitamin B. 

















Raise your children on the same oatmeal 
they give the Dionne ‘Quints’! 





@ Mothers! On the Dionne Quints the 
world has showered its model methods of 
raising children. QUAKER OATS was 
selected as the cereal for these precious 
i all babies even before their 
first birthday! Consider 
that recommendation 
for your children and 
serve Quaker Oats daily. 
It is rich in Vitamin B, 
the vitamin Doctors say 





combats constipation, poor appetite, and ner- 
vousness —for both children and grown- 
ups, who lack that vitamin in the diet. 
QUAKER is flaked from the cream of the 
oat crop. Flavory. Surpassingly good. For 
about /4cper dish, it supplies amazing ma- 
terial for growth, muscle and food-energy. 
The only oatmeal with Sunshine Vitamin 
D also. Order from your grocer. Either 
2 minute quick-cooking, or regular. 
Quaker and Mother’s Oats are the same. 
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BOY-THIS SURE IS 
FUN SINCE MOM 
OILED THE SWEEPER 
WITH 3-IN-ONE 
AND SAWED OFF 

















When a sweeper runs hard, it is 
hard on rugs, too. So keep yours 
easy-running with 3-in-One 
Oil. All dealers; handy cans 
and bottles. Get some. 


Blended from 3 oils 
for better protection 


CLEANS - LUBRICATES 
PREVENTS RUST 























Keep furniture and 
woodwork beautiful with 


the new 3-IN-ONE 
FURNITURE POLISH 


Made by the makers of fa 3-IN-ONE OIL 


0 


TAKES OFF ALL 
DIRT AND FILM 


@ 


POLISHES ALL 
WOOD FINISHES 


© 


RUBS EASILY TO 
SOFT DRY LUSTRE 


SAMPLE BOTTLE SENT FREE . . waite ro 


Three-in-One Oil Co., Dept. 3-C,170 Varick St., N. Y¥. 

















mt Mote] x 
VARNISH 


NO floor drudgery. NO polishing. NOT 
slippery; SAFE! And beautiful to look at! & 
Also heelproof, marproof and waterproof 
on floors, linoleum, furniture and woodwork. 
Get it from the better paint and hardware 
dealers. Pratt & Lambert-inc., Buffalo, N.Y. 














“A California 


Sunshine House” 





A HOME for abundant living 
indeed is this lovely house in Bev- 
erly Hills which we’ll show you in 
next month’s Better Homes & 
Gardens. Old Sol peeks into every 
one of its rooms (4 bedrooms, liv- 
ing-room, dining-room, study, 
kitchen, breakfast room, two bath- 
rooms, and first-floor laundry 
room) sometime during the day. 








Home’s the Place for It 
| Begins on page 31 | 


should be. Or perhaps your youngsters 
don’t care for formal entertaining—any- 
thing with the party label on it. Then 
don’t urge a party. Young folks of this 
age and type are most often keenest about 
being able to bring in their gang when the 
notion strikes, to dance or play cards or 
listen to the radio. If that’s the case, then 
nothing you could put in their stockings 
or hang from a limb or put under a Christ- 
mas tree would make them as happy as 
freedom to do this very thing. 

Most boys and girls, however, are 
thrilled at the chance of staging their own 
personal version of the best sort of party 
for the holidays. Then up bobs the ques- 
tion of what to do. The crowd may be 
committed to either dancing or bridge or 
both, but if something different is wanted, 
a delightful adolescent party can be con- 
trived by digging out the old English 
Christmas customs. Let the hosts do this, 
too—in literature, in encyclopedias, and 
in books about Christmas. Then let them 
adapt what appeals to them to present- 
day ideas and the limitation of the house- 


hold. 
THE Yule log, if there’s a fireplace, the 


Yule candle, if there’s none, gives a touch 
of authority to the Y uletide party. And it 
would be slapping tradition right in the 
face not to have a supply of holly—and at 
least some exciting bits of mistletoe. 

If they’ve not already dug out the fact, 
pass on this bit of history about mistletoe. 
In the old days whenever a maiden was 
kissed under the magic branch, the fortu- 
nate youth pulled a berry from among the 
leaves and presented it to her. When the 
berries were all gone, the kissing was over 
for the evening. 

“Hot Cockles Hot” is as much fun to 
play in 1935 as it was in 1735, and so is 
“Yawning for the Cheshire Cheese.” 
Books about the season give scores of oth- 

er games and pranks. 

At the adolescent party, Father and 
Mother will please remember that parents 
are to be seen, but very rarely heard. 
Dressed in their best (for our children do 
like to be proud of us) they'll be a huge 
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Send now for 


SUTTON’S CATALOGUE — 


The Peerage of the Flower Realm 





1936 is an album of at of England’s floral aris- 
tocracy which every garde —F will prize. The book, together 
with generous packets of seeds of the four famous beauties 
listed below, sent for $i!—or catalogue alone, 35c. 
Salpiglossis, Sutton’s Chelsea Hybrids. The finest strain 
in existence. Schizanthus, Sutton’s Large-flowered Hy- 
brids. A magnificent range of unique - pe o> Nicotiana, 
Sutton’s Crimson Bedder. A_ strikin din variety. 
Calendula Chrysantha. Exceptionally large double flowers. 
ideal for cutting. Remit by international money-order to: 
SUTTON & SONS, Ltd., Dept. B i, Reading, England. 


a Sy ey selection of Sutton’s Seeds is kept in stock 
Macy & Co., Inc., 34th St. and Broadway, New 
York Cliy, and by the Wayside Gardens, Mentor, Ohio. 


DOG WORM 
CAPSULES 


VA > p= 
ow Combined in 


@ Protect your dog’ s Peaith; give 

him new ‘“‘pep free him of 
worms... the causeof 75% of all dog 
ailments. It’s easy now. No more 
guessing which kind of worms afflict 
your dos; the aed 4 Pay 

apsules expel Tape, Round, an 

Hook Worms in one dosing. No gassing, Gadeing. os 


t s 
BACKED BY  Grug stores, 75c, or Write us direct 
EXPERIENCE 


William Coope Nephews, Inc., 
PULVE X warn carsvies 



















1921 Clifton aive., Chicago, lilinois 























@ OFF FLOOR 


(LAMPS AND RADIO) 


A neat job instantly. No damage 
to woodwork. No tools needed. 
Set of 8 clips to match your cords, 
10c. At your 10c store, hardware 
dealer, electric shop. 


PUSH-CLIP OF 000 Southport, Chicaso 









3 choice colors, a full-size 15c-packet 
of seeds of each—Ruby- Red, Yellow, 
Rose—all 3 for just 10c. Send dime 
today! Vick's Garden Guide free. 
JAMES VICK, 718 Viek Bldg,, Philadelphia, Pa. 
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success if they’re content to remain per- 
sistently in the background. 


lr YOUR young set are under 12, then 
theirs will be quite a different kind of a 
party. Little do they care for Yule logs, 
and still less for mistletoe. But romping 
affairs, such as Musical Chairs and Stop 
Light, and even guessing games, give 
them their big moments. The small hosts 
can make up a program of games the 
guests will be sure to enjoy. An excursion 
to the five-and-ten will supply them with 
a prize for the winner of each event. 
Everybody loves a grab bag, and no 
one better than a child of this age. The 
funny, inexpensive gifts may be brought 
by the guests or furnished by the hosts. 
If furnished by the hosts, then here’s one 
more thing a youngster will adore to do. 


Waicx leaves us the in-between age— 
the junior-high crowd from about 12 to 
15. A good many of these young hosts will 
appreciate a few parental suggestions, but 
stop with these. Let them carry out the 
preparations themselves. 

What do youngsters this age like best? 
Gifts and jokes, funny rhymes, fortunes 
and horoscopes, a get- -together and a sing 
around a piano. The junior-high affair will 
likely start late in the afternoon, include 
supper, and end at 9 or 1o. (It’s a good 
idea to put on the invitations the hour at 
which the party is both to begin and end.) 

Have you ever gone in for the hilarity of 
a rhyming Christmas? Little rhymes to go 
with the presents are such a jolly accom- 
paniment for a gift and add worlds to the 
already gay holiday spirit. Even our 
grown-up dinner parties and special oc- 
casions seem to perk up and change tone 
when guests find pieces of nonsense-verse 
at their plates. And the younger members 
of the family not only like them but can 
learn to make them. 


For this kind of verse-making, a rhym- 
ing dictionary is invaluable. I think I’d 
like to sell these useful items and put over 
the idea of “‘a rhymer for every home.” 
With its help, even the ungifted can produce 
rhymes which will add to the gaiety, even 
tho perhaps they won’t scan poetically. 
All of which means that children of the 
household must be able to have a really 
good time there—and that means fun 
from their point of view, not ours. Boys 
and girls don’t need to tear a house to 
pieces, but they do need to feel that the 
home exists for their enjoyment and that of 
their friends as much as it does for adults. 
There’s no time so important for them 
to feel this as at Christmas, when there’s 
so much excitement and jollity anyway. 
When cookies are baking in the kitchen, 
when there’s fruit cake, and maybe a tur- 
key carcass to challenge strong young 
teeth—that’s the time when small John 
and Mary want to bring their chums in to 
help cut out cookies and lick the mixing 
bowl. And that’s the time when big Mac 
and Ellen should be able to say to their 
crowd, “Come on over to our house to 
listen to Gracie Allen. We’ve got about 
sixteen pounds of Christmas candy. And 
if that isn’t enough, we'll make some 
fudge! Mom can play the Christmas 
carols, too, if you folks want to sing.” 


li THAT?’S the way it is at your house 
this Christmas, consider that whatever 
fate may have done to you this year, as 
parents you’re a grand success—and Santa 
Claus is proud of you! 
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HIs little medicine-fighter has one of 
T childhood’s greatest worries licked. 
He has just been introduced to a laxa- 
tive that’s a treat—Fletcher’s Castoria! 


“ter 
. 
“It's swell 
a 
Joel” 





Even the taste of Fletcher’s Castoria is 
made especially for children. A youngster 
takes it willingly ...and it’s important 
that he should. For the revulsion a child 
feels when forced to take a laxative he 
hates upsets his nerves and digestion. 
And—Fletcher’s Castoria was made 
especially for a child’s needs—no harsh, 
purging drugs in Fletcher’s Castoria such 
as some “grown-up” laxatives contain. 


‘That's right— 
Fletcher's 
Castoria.” 





Like the carefully chosen food you give 
your child, Fletcher’s Castoria is ideally 
suited for a child’s growing body. 

It will never cause griping pain. It 


“Say, Joe...I’ve 


got one of our worries 


licked!“ 








does not form a habit. It is gentle, safe 
and thorough. 


“Tell your mom 
” 
to get some! 





Adopt Fletcher’s Castoria as your child’s 
laxative—until he is 11 years old. Get a 
bottle today—the carton bears the sig- 
nature Chas. H. Fletcher. Buy the Family- 
Size bottle—it’s more economical. 


CASTORIA 
The Children’s 
Laxative 


from babyhood to 11 years 
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# 
10 Speeds.. 
60% MORE 

POWER ><. 
Full-Mix 








HAT gift could be more wonderful 
_ than an electric food mixer to do all 
the tiring arm-work of cooking, baking, pre- 
paring meals—all year long. And what food mixer but 
the famous AUTOMATIC MIXMASTER—the one 
peeterved by women for its 10 SPEEDS—60% MORE 
2OWER (than previous models) —SAME, FULL 
POWER ON LOW SPEED AS ON HIGH. Only 
MIXMASTER has such advantages as the new-ty 
FULL-MIX beaters that aerate more thoroughly ee 
finer-textured cake batters, lighter and fluffier mashed 
potatoes, more egg-white and whi yy cream volume, 
etc. It is the EASY-TO-USE, Pd TABLE mixer— 
lift beaters off the stand and use them anywhere in 
the kitchen. So be sure the food mixer you give (or 
the one you get) at Christmas time IS the Automatic 
MIXMASTER—there’s only ONE by that name. 
The mixer with the complete line of practical, labor- 
saving attachments. Mixmaster at your light 


company, department store or dealer’s. If not there, 
write Chicago Flexible Shaft Company, 5602 Roose- 
velt Rd., Chicago. Canada factory, 349 Carlaw Ave., 
Toronto. 45 Years Making Quality Products. 








. ] Build a : 


FIREPLACE 
that 
Circulates Heat 


Will Not Smoke/ 


Now-a fireplace that heats agg ba of the 
room and connecting rooms. ovides living 
comfort in cool spring and fall days—cuts heat- 
ing bills. Only heat requiredin mild climates 
and for summer cam Burns any fuel. A 
double-walled met: form around which 
maso: is easily built. Costs but little more. 
Stocked in principal cities for quick delivery. 
Write for details. State if building new fire- 

place or rebuilding old—for home or camp. 


Heatilator Co., 419 E. Brighton 
Avenue, Syracuse, New York 























atilator Firep\4 

ra BURPEE?S 
ESP Giant Fancy 

All colors. Biggest and most beautiful 

Pansies. Sow seed early indoors or in 

SSetaeB a Burpec's New Seed Catalog Free 


a 3) PANSIES 
rl frames for giant flowers in Spring. Regu- 
only 10¢ 270 Burpee Bidg., Philadeiphia 





ecembers ona Party Line 


Better Homes & Gardens’ 
Club Department 
Edited by Edith Wasson McElroy 


Here it is Christmas again! Closets 
bulge with mysteries. Taste-tickling odors 
drift on every breeze. A whole host of good 
times beckon. 

Of course, the house is a bedlam with 
the children home from school, the tree 
scattering its needles before the last glit- 
tering ball is hung, belated gifts to wrap 
and send, and the plum pudding yet to 
make. But no matter how hurried and 
harried we are, we love every moment of 
its glamor, its gay frivolities, and the 
parties galore—and who would cast” so 
much as a pine cone in the path of old 
Santa’s merry progress? 

It’s up to us, Club Members, to make 
the age-old fairy tale come true, to make 
certain that on the magic night before 
Christmas every single person in our com- 
munities hears the far-away tinkle of 
jingling sleigh bells in the frosty air, the 
gentle fall of tiny reindeer hoofs on the 
housetop, the crack of old Santa’s whip, 
as he brings happiness to a world that 
never has enough of that priceless ingredi- 
ent. For all this hurry and hustle and joy 
are as much a part of Christmas as the 
turkey and the stockings and the shining 
tree—symbolic of the one season when we 
all work together to make this funny old 
world a little gayer, a little more hopeful. 

So with right good will, let’s lay aside 
the humdrum of everyday programs and 
turn our attention to making good cheer. 


For a rousing start, dress the community 
in holiday array with lighted, living Christ- 
mas trees, with great green wreaths on 
every doorway and twinkling candles in 
every window, so that each home shouts 
“Merry Christmas” to those who pass. 

Perhaps this is already a custom in your 
town. Then start a new one. Lighted 
créches (cribs) in every window. Origi- 
nality and charm should be the goal rather 
than elaborate effects. Unimaginative 
folks can buy their créches complete with 
figures and background, but it’s far more 
Christmasy to create one with dime-store 
figures and knickknacks as different as 
possible from all the others along the 
street. 

When the créches bloom in the windows 
and the trees indoors and out are agleam, 
your town becomes a magic world apart. 


Girts’ organizations are using Christ- 
mas trees in a beautiful way. They call 
them Traveling Christmas Trees. Firmly 
mounted on a large truck, exquisitely 
decorated and lit, the tree goes, accom- 
panied by a group of carol-singers, for a 
round of calls on the sick and shut-ins. 
The girls stop as they make their rounds, 
to sing at windows lighted with créches or 
twinkling tapers. And householders who 
thus invite the carol-singers should have 
ready a treat of Christmas goodies. 

For a program in early December, why 
not Family Hobbies, for a timely topic? 
There really isn’t any better gift to present 
to a family than a brand-new hobby. 
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Ask your local merchants to loan dis- 
plays of tricky new hobby equipment. 
Borrow from the library or bookstore a 
row of hobby books. Inviegle some of your 
club members and friends to show their 
own pet hobbies. Get everybody into the 
spirit and hear from each one. 

Or undertake the more ambitious proj- 
ect of a Hobby Show, with merchants and 
enthusiasts exhibiting in a large hall. Go- 
ing further, it might be a progressive fair, 
with successive exhibits in the town’s 
different business establishments. The 
spirit of fun and good fellowship is abroad 
in December, and wise clubs direct it into 
constructive and lasting projects. 


From Wisconsin comes a unique sugges- 
tion for a club gift. Last year one club 
member decided not to mail each member 
of her club a Christmas greeting, but to 
buy, instead, a new book for all the mem- 
bers to read. Jubilantly she reports that 
so successful was her all-the-year-thru 
remembrance that everyone in the club is 
adopting her idea for this year. What a 
brave display those twenty-five jaunty 
new books will make at the club’s Christ- 
mas party and what a stout breeze of 
new ideas will whisk for the next six 
months thru that small town! 

Just in case you’re trying to think of a 
gift for the club to present itself (clubs do 
that nowadays, you know), I'll suggest a 
portable typewriter for the secretary, a 
handbook for the club’s bookshelf, a col- 
orful tea set for guest-day use, or a loose- 
leaf scrapbook to preserve the club’s 
history. 


Now one last big thought for the most 
momentous meeting of them all—the pro- 
gram just before Christmas! Let’s make 
it an oasis of peace in the midst of our 
dizzy circles of last-minute shopping and 
eleventh-hour card-buying. A Christmas 
story, a Christmas poem, carol-singing to 
the soft notes of the piano, the Christmas 
tree shimmering by the crackling hearth 
fire, a cup of tea, a plate of Christmas 
cakes, one’s well-beloved friends . . . these 
are the ingredients of the perfect Christ- 
mas program and perfect happiness. 


LE ENRON oe 


‘Club Ideas Galore! 


America’s Club Aid for December 
(a monthly service of Better Homes 
& Gardens) comes to you popping 
/ with plans for Christmas jollities: a 
Christmas Tree Revel for the big 
party; hints to clubs planning holi- 
day dances; a pageant and Christ- 
mas program (for home or school) 
for the children’s club; tips on or- 
ganizing a caroler’s group; and a 
wealth of new ideas for December’s 
program chairman and her social 
directors. 

It will be sent to you for 4 cents 
in stamps. Address the Club Editor, 
Better Homes &8 Gardens, 8312 Mere- 
dith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 














Cooks’ Round Table 
of Endorsed Recipes 


[ Begins on page 4o | 


Dissolve the gelatine in the warm water 
and set aside to cool. When slightly thick- 
ened, add the grapes, dates, and nutmeats 
and place in a mold. Chill in the refrigera- 
tor until firm and ready to serve. Place on 
crisp lettuce and garnish with boiled 
salad dressing mixed (half and half) with 
sweetened whipped cream. Serves 6.— 
Mrs. A. F. Crounse, Minneapolis, Minne- 
sota. 

Just right to accompany roast fowl, 
sweet potatoes, and all the rest at the 
holiday feast. 

It’s an especially pretty salad for mold- 
ing individually. Try serving it on crisp 
watercress for a change. One package of 
soft white cheese added to the salad dress- 
ing is very delicious! 


Concerning Torrid Sardines 
“This highly seasoned Creole sauce 


came from New Orleans. It’s great on 
every type of canned fish.” 


Sardines With New Orleans Sauce 


can sardines 

cloves garlic 
tablespoon chopped 
onion 

tablespoon chopped 
green pepper 
tablespoon pre- 
pared mustard 
teaspoon dry 
horse-radish 


—nNo— 


— = 


2 tablespoons salad 
oil 

V4 teaspoon salt 

14 teaspoon celery 
salt 

V4 teaspoon paprika 

YY teaspoon black 
pepper 

Ytreaspoon red 
pepper 





— 0 I~ nS isc ah naa 


= 


tablespoon water Juice of 4 lemon 


Arrange the sardines on a platter. Place 





slices of lemon, tomato, and pickle on the | 


platter as a border, if desired. 

Crush the garlic in a mixing bowl. Add 
the chopped onion and green pepper, 
crushing these with the garlic. Add the 
mustard, dry horse-radish (mixed with the 


water), and the salad oil. Mix thoroly. | 


Add the remaining seasonings. Blend well 
and pour over the sardines. Serves 4.— 
Mrs. Gerald Wray, Kaufman, Texas. 

For a quick snack, serve the peppy sar- 


dine dish with crackers, cheese, celery | 


hearts, potato chips, and coffee. 


Now She Can Take It 


“My doctor ordered me to eat liver, but 
I never liked it till I discovered the possi- 
bilities of liver cakes.” 


Liver Cakes 


lg teaspoon pepper 


1 pound beef liver 
2 tablespoons milk 


1 medium large onion 
6 square crackers 
1 teaspoon salt 


Force the liver, onion, and crackers thru 
a food chopper, using the medium blade. 
Add the salt, pepper, milk, and eggs and 
mix thoroly. Drop by rounding table- 
spoons into a skillet containing 3 table- 
spoons of melted shortening. Pan-fry until 
nicely browned on both sides. Serves 4.— 
Miss Sarah E. Reily, South Peabody, 
Massachusetts. 

Serve /iver cakes with boiled and but- 
tered potatoes, scalloped tomatoes, and 
corn muffins. 


2 eggs, beaten slightly | 
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BRER RABBIT, YOUR 
GINGERBREAD IS JUST ‘LICIOUS | 











oe 
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Only real plantation molasses 
gives that taste they adore... 


















Great-Grandmother’s 
GINGERBREAD RECIPE 
(Over 100 years old) 


% cup sugar, % cup butter and lard 
mixed, 1% teaspoons soda, 1 teaspoon 
cinnamon, 1 teaspoon ginger, 1 egg, 1 cup 
Brer Rabbit Molasses, 2% cups sifted flour, 
% teaspoon cloves, % teaspoon salt, 1 cup 
hot water 
Cream shortening and sugar. Add beaten egg, 
molasses, then dry ingredients which have 
been sifted together. Add hot water last and 
beat until smooth. Bake in greased shal- 
low pan 40-45 minutes in moderate 
oven (350° F.). Makes 15 portions. 
Good old-fashioned ginger- 
bread. 
















A party at which there are no “don’ts”’ 
about the good things to eat! What could 
be more thrilling to a little girl? 


That’s why molasses gingerbread is a 
favorite with mothers as well as little folks. 
Molasses gingerbread is a wholesome food 
—children can eat as much ofit as they want. 


And remember—it’s that real plantation 
molasses that gives it the old-fashioned 
taste and fine texture they love. Ginger and 
spices alone won’t give that rich, full-bodied 
Southern taste. 


When you make your next batch of gin- 
gerbread, use full-flavored Brer Rabbit 
plantation molasses. It’s made from se- 
lected grades of freshly crushed Louisiana 
sugar cane—sweet and wholesome. Use the 
recipe at the left . . . It’s been handed 
down in one family for a hundred years! 


.--And when you’re having Baked Beans 
—add three tablespoonfuls of Brer Rab- 
bit Molasses to the can before heating. 
Another real treat! 


BRER RABBIT 


Real Plantation Molarse, 





Penick & Ford, Ltd., Inc. 


Dept. BH-21,New Orleans, La. 
Please send me free Brer Rabbit 
booklet with 94 recipes for gin- 
Recipe Book gerbread, cookies, muffins, etc. 








City State 
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HELP ME 





BEWARE 
OF 
worms! 


Have you wormed your dog lately ? Worms 
kill thousands of dogs. All puppies and 
dogs should be wormed regularly. For safe, 
sure results use SERGEANT’s Puppy Cap- 
SULES for worms in pups; SERGEANT’S 
Sure-Suot Capsutes for older dogs. Sold 
by druggists and pet shops everywhere. 


Write for Free Dog Book 


Do you know the symptoms of worms and the many 
diseases to which your dog may fall prey? Do you 
know how to feed your dog to keep him well and 
strong? Do*you knew how to train your dog to be 
Give your dog the bene- 
fit of expert care. It is yours for the asking. All 
is yours in the 

46 pages and 


well-behaved and obedient ? 


this information, and much more 
famous “SerGEANT’s Doc Book.” 
All you have to do to get it is 


It may save your dog’s life. 


many illustrations. 
to send us your name. 
Write at once. 

EXPERT ADVICE 


narian will gladly 


FREE. 


advise 


Our 
you about your dog’s 
all symptoms and the 


own veteri- 


health. Write fully, stating 
age, breed and sex of your dog. There is no charge. 
For Free Book or Advice, Address 


POLK MILLER PRODUCTS CORPORATION 
1178 West Broad Street, 
Richmond, Virginia 


Sergeant's 


Ser 


DOG MEDICINES 

















3000 Outside Rooms 3000 Baths $2.50 up 


SPECIAL APARTMENT FLOORS FOR PERMANENT GUESTS 





carnfobca 


CANDSCAPE ARCHITECT 


At Home — By Mall 
to learn; big fees for trained men 
3100 week. 


















“My Boy Paul’ 





ComING in next month’s 
Better Homes & Gardens is this 
amazing story of Paul Whiteman 
as his Dad, director of music in 
the Denver Public Schools for 40 
years, knows him. You'll laugh 
when you read all about the jazz- 
roof house the famous musician 
built for his Dad and Mother. It 
and the garden, near Denver, are 


his hobby and his Dad’s pride. 








Wrap Them Gaily 


| | Begins on page 12 | 





rosette trim they gave to a box of home- | 


made sweetmeats. 


You’ll love the icy-blue Cellophane for | 


jars of grape, black raspberry, and blue- 
berry jelly or jam, while the pink or white 
is most dainty for all the red fruit jellies. 


lr YOU’VE a gift plum pudding steamed 
in a large-size baking-powder can, slip it 
into a paper carton of cylindrical shape 
(such as the drugstores use for ice cream), 
and put on the cover. Now cut a piece of 
Cellophane wide enough to circle the cyl- 
inder and to lap about 34 inch, and several 
times as long as the carton. Place it around 
and rising above the carton, run glue up 
the lapped edges, and press firmly. Let 
dry thoroly, then work the Cellophane 
down onto the carton, giving a frosty, 
shirred effect. Leave about two inches of 
it at the bottom, turn it under, and fasten 
with a seal. Leave about 6 inches of it 
above the lid and draw this together, tying 
with a bow of figured Cellophane ribbon. 
Spread out the shimmery stuff as in the 
illustration on page 13. 

A teddy bear with one of the new wash- 
able lamb’s-wool coats is wrapped just to 
his neck, ready to be slung on a limb of 
the Christmas tree or dangled from the 
mantel. But we warn you—no Cellophane 
teddy bears until the night before Christ- 
mas! 


DELIGHTFULLY versatile and equal 
to every packaging occasion are the tissue 
and other paper wrappings. This year 
you'll find the traditional designs worked 


out in a lot more colors and color combi- | 


nations than in the past. Snow-laden 
Christmas trees appear now on a silver 
ground or on gold. They’re really gilded 
aluminum or lead foils on paper, but 
who'd guess it? Delicate tracings of pine 
branches, etched in russet brown, blue, 
red, or green, are laid against frosty back- 
grounds, while reindeers, singly or in 
pairs, barely clear housetops all over love- 
ly metallic and bright tissue-paper back- 
grounds. 

Even ribbons are cutting new capers 
this year. Cellophane bands and a new, 
very narrow grosgrain ribbon are available 
in all sorts of colors and designs. Stripes 
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for CHRISTMAS 


The foundation book of all modern 
knowledge ; a lifetime of practical 
and cultural information. Noother | 
gift can convey so well the per- 
sonal esteem and affection of the 














The New Merriam- 
i) Webster, greatest of the 
famous Merriam-Webster series, 
is now ready—completely re- 
i made and greatly enlarged to 
cover fully the vast number of 
} new words and new facts in 
every field of thought. 
The Greatest Single Volume 
Ever Published 
More than ever the Supreme 
Authority. The most authorita- 
tive editorial staff ever organized. 
600,000 Entries—The Greatest 
Saaess of Information Ever Put 
Into One Volume e@ 122,000 More 
Entries Than Any Other Dietionary e@ 12,000 Terms Illus- 
trated @ Magnificent Plates in Color and Half Tone e 
Thousands of Encyclopedic Articles Wonderfully . in 
information @ 35,000 Geographical Entries @ 13,000 Bio- 
graphical Entries @ Exhaustive Treatment of Synonyms 3 
Antonyms e Definitions Absolutely Accurate and Easy to 
Understand @ Thousands of Etymologies Never Before Pub- 
lished @ Pronunciation Fully and Exactly Recorded @ 3,350 
Pages @ New from Cover to Cover @ Cost $1,300,000.00. 
Get the Best—Give the Best 
At All Booksellers. Write for Information. 


G. & C. MERRIAM CO., 597 Broadway, Springfield, Mass. 


oo INVENTIONS 


New inventions—that almost challenge belief. Read 
about them in Popular Mechanics. Every month this 
big 200-page magazine is crammed full of fascinating 
ictures and accounts of daring adventures, astound- 
ng scientific discoveries, new achievements in avia- 
tion, electricity, engineering. chemistry, physics, 
radio. Special departments for home craftsmen and 
ractical shop men—easy to follow plans—get real 
fi n out of making things. Don’t miss this month’s 
issue—a thrilling and entertaining record of the 
world’s newest wonders—25c at all newsstands. 


POPULAR MECHANICS 



















Lose fat without starving, without 
drugs. Felew the method developed by 
sts at Battle Creek. 


ps: THE BATTLE CREEK WAY 


Foods rec- 
coepieates, 
diet, list of foods, prices, and name of dealer. 
THE BATTLE CREEK FOOD CO. 
BATTLE CREEK, MICHIGAN 


APPLE FREES: 


ood Red and Yellow Delicious. Cherries, =. pears, 
Sn nuts, grapes, 3c. Ornamentals, etc. Eataleg Free. 
TENN. NURSERY CO., Bex 30, CLEVELAND, TENN. 











Largest. most a 4 choice TE 
) colors, Ruby-Red, Rose, White, 


“ Purple, Ipkt. of ea. (value 90c),all4for 
w 10c!Send dime today. Garden Guidefree. 
JAMES VICK, 712 Vick Bldg., Philadelphia, Pa. 








THE WORLD'S NEWEST AND FINEST ROSES 


Field grown budded Rosebushes 25c each, $2.75 per 
dozen. Order now for this winter and spring delivery. 


Write for catalog. 
PORT STOCKTON NURSERY, Rt. 1, Box 161, Stockton, Calif. 





UTTER YOUR SOLES 
NEW S0-l° PLASTIC RUBBER! 


Dries tough pmb Out-wears leather! 
Waterproof! Flexible! Non-skid! teed 

top, cuts in tires, etc. Take this ad to any Hardware 
or 10c Store. ASK FOR SO-LO PLASTIC RUBBER. 
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$aco First 4 Months, reports Mrs. Bronson; Mra 
Jindsor made $20 first week! Learn at home of famous 
teacher. Making and sales equipment furnished. Write 
for names of 500 — pupils, ge booklet 
“Work Sheet” lesson FU DGE— it's 


and 
American Schoo! of ot Home Economics, | 871 E. S8th ‘o. Chicago 
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are a new note in the Cellophane ties. Or 
there are gummed paper ties in lovely soft 
tones just slightly deeper than pastel. 
Then such fun! When looking about for 
gummed seals I found some of the new 
ones all complete with a spray of green 
and tiny cones of hemlock wired firmly to 
the seal. Which reminds me that I like 
to tie a piece of real ev ergreen, sometimes 
trimmings from our own tree, into some 
of my Christmas packages. This calls for 
wrapping of heavy-bodied paper in either 
the plain paper or the plain metallic back- 
grounds. Papers with big bold designs 
aren’t quite as good for the purpose. 


On,1 hope you have the red-berried 
twigs of Japanese Barberry in your yard! 
Combine a few of them with live greens or 
with misty sprays of the dried artemesia 
and tie into the ribbon bow. And for those 
who have them easily available, there’s 
nothing more gracious than holly and mis- 
tletoe. Give them papers of plain ground 
or indistinct design to set off their natural 
loveliness. 

All wrapping accessories—gummy stick- 
ers, labels, ribbons—are more than ever 
designed to go with certain papers. So now 
it’s easy to work out gay ensembles with 
labels matching the design of the paper, 
and ribbons and seals picking up one or 
more of the colors and sometimes the 
design of the wrappings. 

Or if you’re in a great big hurry, one 
paper manufacturer is packaging matched 
papers, seals, and ribbon ties just for 
hustling folks like you. In each set is 
enough for one or more packages, accord- 
ing to the size of the collection. 


A BIT ago we mentioned aluminum foil 
backed with paper to add to its strength 
and prevent scuffing. This is really a big 
safeguard for parcel-post packages which 
aren t always any too kindly treated. In 
this new disguise, there’s a lovely bright 
blue with a lightning-flash design. Or 
there are silver and gold tones carrying 
motives remindful of motor wheels and 
spare parts. 

So here we have what well-dressed 
Christmas packages will be wearing this 
year. Don’t miss the fun! 











Landscaping Mistakes 
You Shouldn’t Make 





In Better Homes &§ Gardens \eaflet 
“Landscape Your Home Grounds 
and Win a Medal” we point out the 
common landscaping errors. And 
now, a rare treat! We've had Profes- 
sor M. E. Bottomley, member of the 
Society of Landscape Architects, from 
his great fund of experiences with 
small home grounds, write a story on 
this subject. It’s coming in the Jan- 
uary Better Homes & Gardens. 








WHAT WOULDNT DAD OO... 


. . . to make this dream come true! From cradle-days on 


through life, a mother’s hopes for a boy’s future are uppermost 
in her mind. Often unvoiced, but always a part of her plans, 
is the hope of college training for her son. 


Dad shares that hope....and a safe, sure way for him to guaran- 
tee a college education for their boy is through the Bankers 


Life College Education Plan. 
Of 100 children entering the fifth grade, only 2 finish college. 


Most parents don’t realize their dreams to give their children 
good educations. But when they do, the reward is great.... 
statistics show, that on the average, the college-trained man 
will earn $72,000 more than his chum who only 
finished high school. 







For the sake of your children and their future happiness 
you'll be interested to learn more of this plan. Your cou- 
pon inquiry will receive prompt and courteous attention. 


BANKERS LIFE GOMPANY 


A MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY IN ITS 57T# YEAR 
DES MOINES 


COLLEGE EDUCATION PLAN 


Bankers Lire Company, Des Moines, Iowa 


Yes, I want my child to have a college education. Please tell me 
about your plan and send me a free copy of your descriptive booklet. 


Name 
Address 


City__ ers _ _State arm Se 


BANKERS LIFE COMPANY 





This coupon 
brings 








Pi : Age_ 
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THIS FREE BOOKLET ON 


Westeen Pines 


MAY SAVE YOU HUNDREDS 
OF DOLLARS LATER 


SUPPOSE you plan to spend a hundred 


dollars or more “fixing up” the house — 
building bookcases, adding a linen closet, 
paneling the library, or making needed re- 
pairs. Learn why expert carpenters say the 
Western soft-textured pines hold their shape, 
take stain and paint well, retain a rich, 
lustrous sheen, resist time. Read about 
Ponderosa Pine, Idaho White Pine, Sugar 
Pine. Write for new, special 16-page book- 
let. Free! Western Pine Association, Yeon 
Building, Portland, Oregon. 
i ietiesae ae a gigemia Mec 
WESTERN PINE ASSOCIATION | 
Yeon Building, Portland, Oregon 


Please send me the free booklet on | 
WESTERN PINES. 





l 
| 
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| Name 
| 
L 


! 
Address | 
, a 








No Glue Tay No Nails 
Reg. U.S. Pat. Off. 


You can easily fasten a loose rung for all time 
with HOLDEMS—small metal pronged inserts 
that firmly grip both rung and socket. Merely 
remove rung, insert HOLDEM, and drive 
rung back. No whittling. Also for mop, mallet 
or other handles, and any dowels. Patented. 
25 cents a box of 30, assorted sizes. 


AT HARDWARE STORES — or 25 cts. by mail to 
A & F Products, Mfrs., 1 West 37th St., N.Y 








8 million eustenan b mail 
Jim Brown. Write fox catal Now 












GO Assorted 4vr. 4 
J a3 Cheice 4 Trans. 7 LEAF 
sais: Largeflowering 1 Colo Bine, 3 2Yr.—9 to l2ini 


$4 ex |$ 
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The Whitten “Ackerman Nurseries 


HE) Willard Avenue, Bridgman, Michigan 

















The Diary 
of a Plain Dirt Gardener 


[| Begins on page 6] 


did secret purchasing, then showed up 
later at the door of the new car with mys- 
terious bundles. Donald doesn’t know it, 
but the box I had contains a new portable 
typewriter. His granddad and I are col- 
laborating on this as a Christmas gift for 
him. If I were king, every boy would have 
to have a typewriter. Then we went for a 
long drive, all the rest of the day, to break 
in Maggie’ s new Car. 


£ YT: Longest day in year—busiest 
£E too—boys and I over to Neigh- 
bor Slemmons, the nurseryman, for be- 
lated purchase of live Christmas tree. . . 

Invited indoors by Mrs. Slemmons to see 
her fine Christmas wreaths, made by us- 
ing wire coat-hangers bent into circle and 





She used a wire satin: 


twined about with branches of Pfitzer 
Juniper, Oregon Hollygrape, other ever- 
greens, and berried shrubs. . . . Tree put 
in tub with damp peatmoss about balled 
roots. . Downtown with Donald to 
bring home a little Windsor chair for 
David. . . . Bought Maggie dime bottle 
of perfume at ten-cent-store lest she for- 
get that new car... . Drove boys to bed; 
read ’em “Night Before Christmas”. . . 

Maggie and I do Santa Claus business. . . 


Yes, David’s new electric train works. ... | 
> 


Then to study and write a letter, as follows: 
Dear Kris Kringle: 


Well, Kris, old.chap, I don’t need much, so 
look after everybody else first. Bring Maggie a 
new fur coat. Bring Brother B. a new pair of 
pruning shears, because a fellow working for 
him used the pair I gave him last year to cut 
wire. Take a copy of Richardson Wright’s 
“History of Gardening” to Rube Wells, in 
Texas, to repay him for those pecans he sent me 
the other day. Then fill the children’s stockings. 

Then if you have anything left, you might 
bring me a 12-inch-diameter Red Oak and plant 
it out there on the front lawn. I need a new 
hedge. I need one more peony—Hansina 
Brand—and one more iris—E] Tovar. You can 
just bring me a set, too, of those new Korean 
Hybrid “Mums” to save me buying ’em next 
spring. Make it a dozen of each while you’re 
at it. I need a few more roses and don’t forget 
seeds of all those new All-American Annuals. 

If you really think I’ve been a good dirt 
gardener all year, suppose you wad up about 
$37 in the toe of my sock where Maggie won’t 
find it. It’ll come in handy to hire Chester and 
Dick to mow the lawn for me next summer in 
hot weather and leave me free to write rhap- 
sodies about roses for the world to read. 

And say, old chap, you never did bring me 
most of those things I asked for last year. I 
wonder if you got mixed up and left them some- 
where else. We live in the little brick house, 
not the white frame. That’s where Neighbor 
Dakan lives, and he wouldn’t appreciate my 
kind of a gift at all. 


Yours for lots of Christmas, 


The Plain Dirt Gardener. 


Betrer Homes & Garpens, December, 1935 











ALBUQUERQUE 


St to HEALTH” 


SWZ 


Le days of brilliant sunshine; 
pure, fresh air sweeping in over 
a thousand miles of open mesa; a 
stimulating mile-high altitude; and 
a well balanced year-round temper- 
ature which is never bitter cold nor 
sultry warm, make up this climate 
which is magic in the treatment of 
tuberculosis and bronchial diseases. 
This book tells allabout this wonder 
climate and the healthy little city in 
its sunshine. It is free. It has lead 
thousands back to health. Just fill 
in the coupon below and we will 
mail a copy to you. 


























ALBUQUERQUE eiic counci 


1760 Sunshine Bid 


Albuq e, New Mexic 
Please send 4 veut tao bea ae Po . 























+ Christmas + 
SPENDING MONEY 


Here’s a pleasant, easy way to earn the 
extra spending money that comes in so handy 
during the Christmas Holiday season. 


No experience is necessary. Simply write 
for complete details to: 


BETTER HOMES & GARDENS 
7712 Meredith Bldg., Des Moines, lowa 
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Made to order 
for any table 


The original dining table 
pad with built-in ventila- 
——. Heat-proof, liquid- 
pre rves finest ta- 
le fin h. Folds to go in 
buffet drawer. Lasts —y/ 
years. We ‘es -—7 
any table. Send toda y 3 = Pattern Paper, 
prices and full information. Give dealer's name. 


LYDON-BRICHER MFG. CO., Se. Pour 'Minn.” 





Ventilated 


TABLE PAD 


—$—$—_ 








‘ 
P es 


Burpee’s 
oF. Sweet Peas 


A lovely collection of six beautiful 
named Sweet Peas including pure white, 
rose-pink, scarlet-cerise, brilliant rose, 
lavender, and mid-blue. 1 Pkt. each of 
these six varieties (value 60c) D posepets Soe for 
only 25c. Burpee’s New Garden Book 











#o a 


ATO— large, smooth, heavy: 
ripens evenly; no cracks. Deep flesh. 
red, luscious! 15e-pkt. sceds free.and 

Maule’sSeed Book ; send 3c for postage. 

















Best Poultry Paper 68'S... 10% 


Helps increase Poultry Profits.Send coin orstamps, 
50 cents for 3 years or 10 cents for 6 months 
trial. Agents want 

542 So. Clark Street 


PURE HONEY CANDY 


Delicious Honey Acres Honey Candies made of chopped 










almonds, premium chocolate, and pure ho’ 
y energising, less cttoning. and more heal 
BOX this Christm: mple assortment 1 Ib., 44 Ib. and 
4 bare 1-10, +10. 6 ib. Pail m Pure Strained =~ gi! 25. 
ACRES, Dept. B-1, Menomonee Falis, Wis. 
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My alarm was set for 5 this 

Lec ae) morning, but it wasn’t needed. 
The boys routed me before it went off. 
What happened the rest of the day, in- 
cluding how we drove over icy roads to a 
gathering of the clan at home of Brother 
Bob in Fort Wayne, is nobody’s business 
but our own. I suspect, tho, that the to- 
bacco pouch and tie clasp for me that I 
found on the tree this morning are both 
charged to my account at the big store. 
look at the family 


2 3/ A hasty 

LE. financial records and, seeing 
thereby that I’m a little better of than | 
was a year ago, I packed up the family 
and at 4 we set off in the rain to spend the 
New Year with my folks. Half over and 
after dark, we met a fog and I had to let 
the car creep along. Thus I had plenty of 
time to ponder over the year that has 
gone. I fell to thinking of what I had 
learned and wherein I had failed, in this, 
the greatest drouth year in history. 

I learned that most annuals do best if 
sown in a seedframe and then trans- 
planted; that peatmoss worked into the 
top soil is better than peatmoss used over 
the top as a mulch, and thereby is the 
reason why I succeeded with many an- 
nuals and with roses in spite of drouth; 
that strawberries newly set out need con- 
stant cultivation. 

My mind turned to think of the hybrid 
delphinium seedlings that perished miser- 
ably, as did many another seedling; of 
those fine plants of annual stocks that 
never had a bloom on them because they 
were too late. I never did get my “glads” 
planted, for my mind was on dahlias and 
“mums” this year. Nor were those Orien- 
tal Poppies ever transplanted. The sweet 
corn that the chinch bugs left was ruined 
by the corn ear-worms. 

Then I thought of the last flower to 
bloom, not counting the winter violets. It 
was Chrysanthemum inodoram, or Bridal 
Robe. This annual is a rather low clump 
of finely cut foliage, with striking single 
white blossoms about the size of a half- 
dollar. And there they were, still gleaming 


in the now forlorn annual bed, not more | 


than two or three weeks ago. I could shut 
my eyes and hear them singing Tosti’s 
“Good-by to Summer.” 








“Argue With Mary? 
No Use!” 


eS 





St 
=~ 


A DECORATIVE fence stained 
brown and planted, a basket-lat- 
tice redwood screen (to hide the 
garbage pail and such), a gateway. 
..- Read this delightful story, in 
the January Better Homes & Gar- 
dens, about the garden handy-man 
efforts of a husband—done on Sat- 
urday afternoons—when Mary 
said “must!” 
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“BUT WHAT ABOUT YOUR DAUGHTER?” 


“My SON is going to college. I made 
sure of the money today,” many a man 
has announced with pride to his family. 

“But what about your daughter?” 
has been his wife’s wise retort. 

Most fathers are willing to admit that 
college education is necessary for sons. 
A boy, they recognize, will go into busi- 
ness, perhaps study for a profession. In 
any case, he will meet the competition 
of well-educated fellows. Economically 
and socially he needs the background 
of higher education. . . . For him they 
have learned to provide through Penn 
Mutual Income Plans. 


But what about the daughter? In all 
of history, probably, education never 
has been of more importance to a 
woman than it will be in the years to 
come. A daughter, too, should have 
the economic security of being able to 
earn a living. Business and professions 
will open their doors to trained minds, 
feminine as well as masculine. In the 
social and political fields, education will 
fit her for sound leadership. And, 
granted that marriage will be her 


ultimate career, the educated woman will 
be the fit mate for the educated man. 
She, in turn, can rear and educate chil- 
dren with increased understanding, 
sympathy and skill. 

So what about your daughter? Now 
while she is only a little tot, you can 
provide for her education as safely and 
as reasonably as for her brother’s. 
A Penn Mutual Educational Income 
Plan will assure that the day she is ready 
for college scholastically, you will be 
ready financially. 





Send for the chart which shows how 
much it costs to go to college 


An important part of Penn Mutual's services is 
to help you plan to meet future expenses. Write 
for the chart on “The Cost of Going to College.” 
This has been carefully compiled from the notable 
study by Walter J. Greenleaf, specialist in Higher 
Education, Office of Education, U. S. Department 
of the Interior. 





Mr. Wm. A. Law, President 
THE PENN MUTUAL LIFE INSURANCE CO. 
Independence Square, Philadelphia, Pa. 


Please send me your free chart on “The Cost 
of Going to College.” 


Name — . a = 


Address wine —_ SS 


THE PENN MUTUAL 
LIFE INSURANCE COMPANY 


WM.A. LAW, PRESIDENT °* 


INDEPENDENCE SQUARE, 


PHILADELPHIA. 









For the Christmas Gifts YOU MAKE 


If it’s anything that needs an adhesive, make it a more 
lasting gift from your hands—with Duco Cement. This 
tough, durable cement admits no superior in holding per- 
manently any material except rubber. For fabrics, metal, 
marble, wood, glass, paper, parchment—unequalled in mend- 
ing as well as making. 


Waterproof, transparent, flexible, 
uick-drying. Not a ected by heat or cold, dampness or 
ryness. 25c at leading drug, stationery or hardware stores. 


TRANSPARENT - WATERPROOF 











Feed the Birds. Try Beginner's Luck 


Packard Feeder and Fill of Packard 
Bird Food $1. postpaid. Catalog Free. 
Wiathrop Packard, 1492 Wash. St., Canton, Mass. 


Your Guide to Success with 
FRUITS and FLOWERS 
| Catalog FREE :27050100%, 


rs = bres eater vergrocn bh toe. 
wrkcard beta O “Cnialog and ono FREE 
100 Spring St.. Neosho, Mo. 
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One of 29 
FRE 35 at QUILT PATTERNS 
* SEE OFFER BELOW 


MOUNTAIN 
MIST BATTING 
1S CERTAINLY 

EASY TO 

QUILT! 








EASY TO LAY 
OUT TOO... 
AND PUFFS 
UP LIKE NEW 
AFTER 
WASHING! 


Quilters Armared 
NEW KIND os BATTING 


Handles Like Cloth... No Lint 
No Stretching...No Lumps! 


Wy spend hours upon hours making a quilt only to 
have it get lumpy and old-looking after a few wash- 
ings? Mountain Mist Quilt Cotton actually improves with 
washing; puffs up—pads out every quilted detail. So easy 
to lay out, too; handles like cloth. One big sheet of amaz- 
ingly uniform thickness, 81 x 96 inches, no stretching, no 
tears or thin spots. Unique * ‘Glazene”’ o—Ta prevents 


MOUNTAIN MIST 2d, 


close stitching easy. 
*P ree Quilt PATTERN! 
and we will send one complete 
Reg. U, S, Patent Office 





The Quilt Pattern Book shows 
29 famous quilts each pic- 
tured full length on bed, with 
colors. Send 10c for pattern 
attern and instructions 
REE! Thousands of women regularly pay 35c each for 
ay patterns. Write The Stearns & Foster 
Co., Dept. W70, Lockland, Cincinnati, Ohio. 

















Why spend hours canning or cooking—when minutes 
will suffice! This marvelous BALL Cooker does it in 
44 the time, with '5 the trouble, at's the cost! 


Many New, Exclusive Features! 
A simple turn of one handle opens and closes in 3 
seconds with one hand! No complicated “gadgets”, 
but every safety device known! 


Whole Meal Cooked at One Time! 
Without mixing flavors, one burner cooks every- 
thing — meat, vegetables, cereals, etc. 

It Really Costs You Nothing! 


This marvelous cooker actually saves enough in fuel 
and food to pay for itself in 6 months time. 


Special New Low Prices! 
You can buy this cooker at an unbelievably low price 
if you act at once. Send coupon for complete infor- 
mation! 










Ball Brothers Co., Muncie, Ind. Please 
send information and prices on BALL 
Steam Pressure Cooker. 





SER. nscHanneeenonsooceccosseeeweneeas = 


CicoduroesscmpRegeeawne Nete..c2eee -g 
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Left to right we have—Cock 
Robinson, Scotty Mac, Prig 
the Pig, the Ugly Duck- 
* ling, and Baby Clown 


Everybody Loves a Softie 


Better Homes & Gardens’ Artcraft Department 
Conducted by Doris Hale 


Waue NEVER a clever new floppy doll 
or character animal comes home it faces 
a rush party that must almost flatter it 
out of its calico wits. 

Big sister is superior: “Oh, he’s just 
too clever for you kids to maul. I’ll have 
him for my chaise longue.” And the mid- 
dle-size child is indignant: “Stick him 
among a lot of silly pillows? I’m going to 
play with him!” Then the littlest one 
settles it: ““He’s for just my size, an’ I 
won’t go to bed without him!” 

So for gifts with personality that appeal 


| to all sizes, let’s make Softies! 


The Gingham Dog was a classic of forty 
years ago, but our new “Scotty Mac” in 
Scotch plaid is right up to the minute. 
He stands 10 inches high with the high- 
land bonnet above that. Color-fast plaid, 
instructions, and all materials except stuff- 
ing are included in No. 128 at 30 cents. 

And the Calico Cat of identical fame 


And here—Sandy Sleepy 

Doll, Flopsy Mopsy Rabbit, * 
Coal Black Cat, and Mandy 
Lu, the Upside-Down Doll 


PHOTOGRAPHS BY SHIGETA-WRIGHT 


* 
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comes to us this time in coal-black cam- 
bric, with leery green eyes, long writhy 
legs and tail, and a huge green necktie 
which he wears fetchingly behind. Four- 
teen inches tall plus the tail, he’s No. 129 
at 25 cents. 


PicaiEs are so popular in present-day 
appeal that we’ve stuffed a lovely little 
pink calico porker almost to the popping 
point. He’s “Prig,”’ 14 inches ’round, and 
unquestionably “this little pig had roast 
beef!” Stamped sprig print material, 
with embroidery threads and instructions, 
are in Order No. 130 at 20 cents. Or Order 
No. 130X (three pigs in varying prints) 
for 50 cents. They’re the most easily made 
of the entire group and are quite large 
enough for a baby pillow. 

Flopsy Mopsy in person is one irresisti- 
ble little bunny 14 inches high with her 
brief ruffle of a frock and carrot embroid- 
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ered bib. All ready-cut and stamped ma- 
terials, white wool, embroidery threads, 
and instructions are in Order No. 131 at 
25 cents. 

You'll never desire The Ugly Duckling 
to grow into a swan, he’s so sweetly sat- 
isfactory just as is. Altho he’s only 9 
inches tall, his yellow-chintz print and 
tangerine beak and blue-bottomed feet 
assure attention in any pond or parlor. 
Three colors of material with colored 
threads and instructions are in Order No. 

132 at 20 cents. 

Of all the cocky cocks we ever did see, 
young “Robinson” here is the cocksurest! 
He’s all swank, from his rippling red 
wattle tie and cockscomb down thru blue 
spats to his orange-felt shoe soles! And 
that tail in three colors of felt would make 
even a peacock jealous. A dozen materials 
are included in Order No. 133; still it’s 
only 30 cents. Right, he’s named Robin- 
son because he Crusoe! 


Axy youngster will love our armload- 
size sleepy doll, named “Sandy” because 
of his droopy eyelids and cherry- red hair. 
Altho he’s so large, 18 inches around the 
tummy, we furnish both Sandy and his 
big fuzzy pajamas in Order No. 134 at 
only 50 cents. 

Mandy Lu is an upside-down dolly, one 
of the merriest creations of all Dolldom! 
Brown Mandy in red dress and bonnet 
may look as substantial as a log cabin. 
Then the flip of the hand makes her vanish 
completely, and up comes blonde Lucille 
decked out in rose-bud print from tip to 
toe! Children never tire of such magic, 
and besides, you’ll enjoy making Mandy 
Lu. Blonde and black wool and all ma- 
terials except stuffing are in Order No. 
135 for this double dolly, 16 inches tall, 
at 50 cents. 


Any cherished softie doll may be napped 
on in fair comfort, but “Baby Clown”’ is 
really a pillow first and a toy secondarily. 
He finishes 11 inches in diameter with 
slightly stuffed and daintily ruffled feet 
and hands to give the lifelike touch. Red 
and blue predominate in his color scheme 
and the ready-cut materials are only 25 
cents—Order No. 136. 

In all material orders as offered above, 
floss, buttons, and other accessories are 
included. All parts are stamped or ready- 
cut, so no additional patterns are required. 
Stuffing only isn’t included, but kapok 
may be ordered at 75 cents a pound, which 
is enough to stuff three to a dozen numbers. 

Now let’s repeat names and figures: 


No. 128—Scotch Gingham Dog...... 30¢ 
No. 129—Coal Black Cat........... 25¢ 
No. 130—Prig the Pig.............. 20¢ 
No. 131—Flopsy Mopsy Rabbit..... 25c | 
No. 132—The Ugly Duckling. ......20¢ | 
No. 133—Cock Robinson........... 30¢ 
No. 134—Sandy Sleepy Doll........ soc 
No. 135—Mandy Lu Upside-Down 
sid. cvubcite ta ds ws soc 
No. 136—Baby Clown Pillow....... 25¢ 


PatTERNS only, with instructions for 
making, can be ordered on any of these 
toy items at only 10 cents each by adding 
“P” to the number, as 130P for Prig or 
128P for Gingham Dog. 

Or we'll have any toy completely made— 
embroidering, stuffing, and all—for you at 
the following prices: 

No. 128C—Scotch Gingham Dog. . . $1.55 
No. 129C—Coal Black Cat........ 1.25 
No. 130C—Prig the Pig.. 95 
No. 131C—Flopsy Mopsy ‘Rabbit... 1.25 
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MEN 


LOVE ME 


-../m the 
Sun-Maio Girt 


Don't | know it / 


MY HUSBAND 
/ is simply wild 
" about your 
raisin pie! 








Please your husband. Tempt his appetite and help to increase his 
energies by giving him Sun-Maid Raisins in pies, cakes, puddings 
and cereals. But be sure they are Sun-Maids—delicious, tender and 
digestible—California’s finest raisins. Sun-Maids are rich in ener- 
gizing nutriment. Economical, too. Awarded the Good House- 
keeping Seal of Approval. Order a package today. 

SAY “SUN-MAID” TO YOUR GROCER: Play safe; specify Sun- 
Maid. Most dealers carry Sun-Maids, but any dealer can get them 
for you easily, so insist. Look for the Girl on the package. 
FREE: Write today for free booklet of 51 tested, tasty, raisin 
recipes. Simply address Sun-Maid Raisin Growers Association, 
Dept. B125, Fresno, California. 


HAMILTON BEACH 


FOOD MIXER Gites You 
y ] Smportant 7eatunes 


kitchen time and labor! The Hamilton Beach 
is the easier-to-use food mixer. Take it any- 
where. Mix in any bowl or pan. You start 
and stop the motor or change mixing speeds 
with the same hand that holds the mixing unit 
—leaving the other hand absolutely free. 
When used on the stand, the patented “bowl 
control” permits the bowl to be shifted while 
mixing. This feature insures thorough mixing. 
Built to the highest quality standards, the Hamil- 
ton Beach gives you these important features: 

® Portable Mixing Unit 

@ One-Hand Operation 

© Patented “Bowl Control” 

®@ One-Piece Guarded Beaters 

® No Radio Interference 

@ 3-Speed Motor with 57% more 

power than previous models 

® Labor-Saving Attachments 
Your dealer will gladly demonstrate the many 
advantages of the Hamilton Beach. Price, com- 
plete with 2 mixing bowls, $18.75; with juice ex- 
tractor, $21.50. (Western prices slightly higher.) 
Other attachments available as desired. Send 
for 48-page booklet ““Tested Recipes” —it’s free. 


HAMILTON BEACH COMPANY, Racine, Wisconsin 
Better Homes & Garpens, December, /935 
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“Money For All 
Your 
Tomorrows” 


This little 
booklet de- 
scribes sim- 
ply and di- 
rectly the 
various John Hancock 
plans for obtaining a defi- 








nite income as long as you 
live. Send for your copy. 


aa 
Lite INSURANCE COMPANY 
or Boston. MassacnuserTs 





197 Clarendon Street, Boston, Mass. 


Please send me your booklet, “Money for 
All Your Tomorrows.” 


| JOHN HANCOCK INQUIRY BUREAU 


SOE: a hae ee adn 6 46 460000 000 eeen 


Ca ..oxwdaedibawawe seas pee 
B.H.G. 12-35 



































Stop ote) Uf ey sb 


quicker by Moist- 
Throat” Method 






Getting throat’s 
moisture glands 
to work “‘soothes”’ 
coughs away 


HE usual cause 

of a cough is the \ 
drying or clogging of 
moisture glands in 
your throat and wind- 
pipe. When this hap- 
pens, heavy phlegm 
collects, irritates. Then you cough. The 
quick and safe way to relief is by letting 
Pertussin stimulate those glands to pour out 
their natural moisture. Sticky phlegm loos- 
ens, is easily raised. You have relief! 

Get after that cough today—with Pertus- 
sin. Over 1,000,000 doctors’ prescriptions for 
Pertussin were filled in one year, according 
to Prescription Ingredient Survey issued by 

American Pharmaceutical Assn. 


PERTUSSIN 


“MOIST-THROAT” METHOD OF 


COUGH RELIEF 






FREE TRIAL BOTTLE 


Seeck & Kade, Inc., 440 Washington St., N. Y. C. 
I want a Free trial bottle of Pertussin—quick! 


Name 
Address BH-12 











Better Homes & Garpens, 


Everybody 


Loves a Softie 


No. 132C—The Ugly Duckling.... .95 
No. 133C—Cock Robinson........ 1.55 
No. 134C—Sandy Sleepy Doll..... 2.00 
No. 135C—Mandy Lu Upside-Down 
RO ae 1.50 
No. 136C—Baby Clown Pillow.... 1.00 


For any of these address Better Homes 
&@ Gardens’ Artcraft Department, 5312 
Meredith Building, Des Moines, Iowa. 
The prices are all quoted with postage in- 
cluded. Cash or equivalent must accom- 
pany order. Material should reach you in 
from 10 days to 2 weeks. 





Let the Feast 
Be Merry 


| Begins on page 42 | 


Send your masterpiece to the scene of 
action wearing a wreath fashioned from 
Candied Cranberries (coming next), sliced 
lemon, and parsley. Let paper frills tip 
the drumstick ends. 


Candied Cranberries 
[A TASTING-TEST KITCHEN ENDORSED RECIPE] 


The secret in candying cranberries is to 
give each washed and dried berry several 
needle pricks before dropping them in the 
sirup. Boil 1 cup of sugar with 1 cup of 
water until a wee drizzle spins a fine 
thread. Now add the pricked cranberries 
and cook ever so gently until the sirup 
makes jelly when dropped from the tip 
of a spoon. Remove the glazed berries and 
place on wax paper to dry. Roll in granu- 
lated sugar. 

Our Spinach Wreath is planned to de- 
light the children rather than the family 
epicures, tho it’s good enough for anyone. 
Quickly steam finely cut spinach and sea- 
son to taste. Pack it into a warm ring 
mold for a few minutes, then unmold onto 
a round, hot platter. Have ready for the 
wreath a big bow of sliced, tender young 
beets, luscious with hot vinegar and but- 
ter. Lay the slices overlapping one anoth- 
er. Now scatter a few chopped beets over 
the top of the wreath for a berry effect. 


Waar? No spinach? Well, then string- 
less beans, those new and neatly packed 
ones that stand end-wise in the can. While 
they’re cold, tie them in bundles as you 
would asparagus. Heat them with butter 
and seasoning, then serve each bundle 
slipped thru a pimiento ring with the bit 
of string snipped away. 

Or up comes another holiday special. 
Onions stuffed with buttered crumbs and 
cheese, then baked, are a Christmas pres- 
ent in themselves. Choose those broad- 


girthed, fat, brown fellows. Peel 10 of 


them and parboil for 10 minutes in boiling, 
salted water. Cool, then remove the cen- 
ters. Fill the holes with a well-blended 
dressing made of 1 cup of finely rolled 
bread crumbs, 4 cup nippy cheese cut 
in small pieces, 1 tablespoon shortening, 
14 teaspoon salt, and a dash of cayenne. 
Place in a baking dish with a small amount 
of water, sprinkle with bread crumbs. 
Cover and bake in a moderate oven (350°) 
until the onions are soft. Remove the cov- 
er in the last 10 minutes. Serve but one to 
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a guest, topping each with a cheery red 
Christmas bell cut from pimiento. No last 
minute work here, either, for these bells 
can be clipped out days before the dinner. 

But maple sweet potatoes run away 
with all the honors. Boil and mash your 
sweet potatoes as usual, then beat in 1 
tablespoon of shortening, 1 tablespoon of 
chopped nuts, and 2 tablespoons of maple 
sirup for each potato cooked. 


Rep and green cole slaw makes a jolly 
holiday salad. Use equal parts of finely 
shredded red and green cabbage. If you 
have 2 cups of each, pour over them 4 
cup of vinegar, then sprinkle with 4 table- 
spoons of sugar. Add salt and pepper and 
celery seed to taste (a tablespoon of onion 
juice for me!), and finish by pouring over 
all 14 cup of melted butter. Then, just for 
whimsey, why not arrange the cabbage on 
the plates in wreaths tied with pimiento 
bows? Or it’s quite handsome enough gar- 
nished with red and white cabbage leaves 
and served with the dinner in a chubby 
wooden bowl. 

A heavy dinner seems to beg for a spar- 
kling beverage. Grape-ale is our choice. It 
bubbies with excitement, it smacks you 
merrily on the tongue. No bother—just 
lift off the bottle caps and pour. The mix- 
= is grape juice and ginger ale, half and 

alf. 

And stars are in our ice cubes! Whether 
it’s to be punch or a plain glass of water, 
Christmas always finds orange or lemon 
stars clipped out and frozen into our 
cubes. Or we slip in a bit of holly, mistle- 
toe, or mint just to be festive. Boil and 
cool the water for those ice cubes before 
freezing. Then fill the trays half full of 
water and freeze. Add the garnish, cover- 
ing it with a thin water film. After this is 
frozen, fill the tray full and freeze once 
more. Ice cubes in Christmas colors are 
easily managed by adding colored fruit 
juices or pure vegetable coloring to the 
water. 


| NOW rise to inquire why baked apples 
stuffed with mincemeat are never met on 
Christmas tables. Baked into translucent 
redness, they really do give one an ex- 
quisite quarter of an hour. Serve them 
with a cap of whipped cream or dot them 
with hard sauce. And speaking of mince- 
meat, unless you’re a great person for 
punishment, buy the packaged kind. 
Don’t wear yourself out chopping the 
house-grown variety. This time-saver is 
filled with all the mouth-watering good- 
ness of raisins, orange peel, cinnamon, and 
cider—some 21 ingredients in all. Use it 
as is or dress it up to suit your brood with 
chopped apples, suet, chopped citron, 
candied orange peel, or what you will. 
Rum or brandy extract at small cost adds 
a bouquet to baked mincemeat dishes. 


Nosopy ever heard of Christmas with- 
out popcorn. So why not popcorn for the 
table centerpiece? On an oval mirror, 
build a shining pyramid of Cellophane- 
wrapped popcorn balls; flank this with 
swags of pine tipped with popcorn snow. 
Light it with candle shine and view it with 
bated breath. 

Like spots of good cheer on either side of 
the center, plant popcorn baskets molded 
from the same corn-and-sirup mixture 
used for the balls. These baskets are lined 
with doilies cut from red Cellophane, the 
edges fringed. Pile them high with glazed 
popcorn, candied cranberries, stem raisins, 
and salted nuts to bow out gracefully 
another perfect Christmas dinner. 
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Mr. and Mrs. B. Make 


Two Discoveries 


No. 3 of a Series of 


Family Life-Insurance Stories 


By Ray Giles 


Author, “Your Money and Your Life Insurance” 


Dip you see this newspaper item about 
life insurance?” asked Marion B. one eve- 
ning, some months ago, as she pointed at 
two paragraphs. “I don’t quite under- 
stand it.” 

The report was about a prominent 
wealthy man, and here’s what her hus- 
band read: 

“Reports that he will receive the full 
face value of his large insurance policies, 
which will come due on his next birth- 
day, were denied yesterday. Altho he will 
be 96 years old, it is possible, though 
not compulsory, for him to receive the 
amount. ... 

“Officials of insurance companies ex- 
plained that most life-insurance policies 
are based on a mortality table in which 
the theoretical maximum age is 96, at 
which time the reserve set up to cover the 
risk equals the face value of the policy. As 
a rule, insurance companies endeavor to 
pay off the policies at the age of 96, but, 
as one official pointed out, some people 
let them stand.” 


Mr. B. thought a minute before offering 
a comment. “That means,” he explained, 
“that every year a life-insurance policy 
becomes worth more to the policyholder 
himself, until at age 96 the cash value 
equals the amount that would have been 
paid to his beneficiary had he died. In 
other words, if you live until your ninety- 
sixth birthday you can get the full face 
value of your own life insurance instead 
of having it go to someone else. What a 
birthday present!” 

“If that’s true,” said Marion, “your 
life insurance ought to be worth quite a 
bit by now. How much, do you suppose?” 

Two nights later Mr. B. got out his two 
$10,000 insurance policies. “Suppose we 
work out the answer to that question you 
asked the other night,” he said. 

Both policies were taken when Fred was 
35, and almost twenty years have passed. 
The figures here are based on actual rec- 
ords of $20,000 worth of life insurance 
taken in 1915. The couple made two dis- 
coveries which surprised them. 

The first was that today they could get 
back over 83 cents for every dollar paid 
to date in premiums. Mr. B. has paid a 
total of $7,885.60 in net premiums. (Gross 
premiums less dividends.) The guaranteed 
surrender value of the policies on their 
twentieth anniversary is $6,551.60. 


In OTHER words,” said Marion, “these 
policies are worth almost as much in 
ready cash right now as we’ve paid for 
them.” “‘That’s right,” said her husband, 
and did some more adding and subtract- 
ing which led to discovery number two. 

“And when you realize,” he said, “that 
the actual cost of this $20,000 worth of 
protection for you during all these years 
has averaged only $66.70 a year, it makes 
our life insurance one of the biggest bar- 
gains we've ever bought.” 








ALONE AT LAST... o 





WHO CARES FOR WEALTH OR HIGH POSITION 
| LOVE YOUR CAREFREE DISPOSITION! 





HEARTBURNS MADE YOU JUST A LOUSE— 
NOT FIT TO HAVE AROUND THE HOUSE! 








“TUMS” SAYS FRIEND... Ef 


ed 5 j Ye 





DON'T TAKE YOUR WOES TO RENO, DEAR— 
GIVE HIM TUMS—AND STAY RIGHT HERE! 














HAPPY END! 


YOU'RE PERFECT NOW—WE WILL NOT SEVER— 
1 LOVE YOU, DARLING—MORE THAN EVER! 











JUST TRY TUMS AFTER MEALS! 


“TF you get acid indigestion from favorite 
foods... but distrust those old-fashioned 
water-soluble alkalizers as I did...munch a 
few TUMS after meals! They’re heciuaely 
safe, andrelieve gas, heartburn or sour stomac 
in a jiffy!” You never 
know when...that’s 
Pe why thousands carry 
5 color 1935-36 Cal- 
endar - Thermometer 


with the purchase of 
a 10c roll of Tums. 
At your druggist’s. 














TUMS 


A. H. LEWIS COMPANY, St. Louis, Mo. 


the handy vest-pocket roll of TUMS with 
them always. TUMS contain a special antacid 
compound that cannot dissolve except in the 
presence of acid. When acid condition is cor- 
rected, any excess antacid passes on inert. 
TUMS contain no soda or any harsh alkali 
that may over-alkalize the blood of stom- 
ach. Only 10c for TUMS. At all drug stores. 


FOR THE 
TUMMY 











FOREST FIRE 


ACTION 
LAMP 


Beautiful scene in colors. Cylinder inside re- 
volves. The fire seems to really burn when the 
lamp is turned on. Flames and smoke seem to rise 
through the trees—reflect on lake. Modernistic octagon 
top and base. Beautiful new oil painting reproduced in 
full colors on parchment. Complete, ready to plug in. 
More attractive than lamp we sold for $5.00 in 1930. 


New price ey at Ea) qe 


POSTPAID 











Niagara 
Falis Lamp 


Beautiful new picture. 
Falls really seems to 
flow. Price same as 
above 


Send $1 bill or money or- 
der for prompt shipment, 
postpaid. PRINT your name 
and address plainly. No lamps 
shipped C. O. D. or on ap- 
proval. Order as many as you 
want. Dozen lots $10.00. 








15 Tompsett Bidg. 











O. W. PARK SEE 






=e Park’s Flower Book | 
All about Flowers, their Beauty, Pictures, Culture, Height Germina- 


tion, Pronunciation, Diseases and Pests. Don’t you want it? 1935 copies upon 
uest. 1936 issue — Regd Ist. Send for yours, FREE. 
? 


IGNITION CO. 
Omaha, Nebraska 
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ADVERTISING 
ies 


HALF YOUR SHOPPING 


Time 


You and I want the greatest value obtainable 
for the money we pay out; at the same time we 
want the merchandise we buy to serve well the 
need for which it is bought. 

There are many evidences of the better 
values one gets in purchasing nationally ad- 
vertised products. You'll recall the discussion 
in June Better Homes & Gardens of the investi- 
gation made by the Federal Trade Commission 
which demonstrated the superiority of nation- 
ally advertised brands of canned goods over 
non-advertised brands. 

Another Government official’s report of very 
real significance to us as consumers recently 
came to our attention. We think you'll be glad 
to know about it: 


WrhorE ALDERSON, of the Department of 
Commerce, supervised the extensive Govern- 
ment surveys made among groceries and drug- 
stores in Louisville and St. Louis a few years 
ago. In a published statement, Mr. Alderson 
agrees that the consumer pays for the advertis- 
ing of the manufacturer, but points out that 
“the consumer normally receives 50 cents in 
return for every 5 cents expended for drug and 
cosmetic advertising.’ This remarkable state- 
ment was based on “‘an analysis of 45,000 care- 
fully recorded purchases’’—a sufficiently large 
number of transactions, we would say, to war- 
rant drawing very definite conclusions. 

Explaining the consumer benefit of 50 cents 
for each nickel invested in advertising by the 
manufacturer, Mr. Alderson says: 

“The manufacturer’s advertising makes pos- 
sible economies in wholesale and retail distri- 
bution which are in turn reflected in lower 
prices to the consumer. The economies which 

















advertising brings into distribution have to 
deal with minimizing the enormous cost of 
consumer indecision. These savings are mani- 
fested in. the two directions of accelerated turn- 
over and a reduction of the time required for 
each sales transaction. The turnover is from 
three to ten times as great on an advertised 
drug or cosmetic product as it is on a product 
presented to the consumer by other means. 
The time required by a sales transaction is 
typically only half as great on advertised as on 
non-advertised products. These are not merely 
theoretical savings but are reflected directly in 
the form of smaller mark-ups taken by the re- 
tailer and wholesaler.” 


Trousan DS of you Better Homes & Gardens 
readers have written us of your belief in the 
economic soundness of advertising. We believe, 
therefore, that the foregoing remarks will coin- 
cide with your experiences and your beliefs. 
Naturally, we want Better Homes & Gardens to 
produce results for those advertisers who use 
the columns of the magazine. In your own in- 
terest and ours, we hope you'll continue to in- 
sist that your druggist, grocer, or other retailer 
sells you the brands of products for which you 
ask. You know by experience with the products 
or by the reputations of the manufacturers, 
usually both, which brands will give you the 
greatest value and satisfaction. 


You, find it well worth while to read the ad- 
vertisements in Better Homes & Gardens. You 
can place complete dependence in our editorial 
pages and advertisements, for we stand behind 
statements made on every page. Our Advertis- 
ing Guarantee below speaks for itself. 





interest you. 





BETTER HOMES & GARDENS’ 
GUARANTEE TO YOU 


Better Homes & Gardens guarantees that your money will 
be returned or that satisfactory adjustment will be made if 
you purchase any article advertised in this issue of Better 
Homes & Gardens and it is not as represented in the ad- 
vertisement. The complaint, investigation of which will 
be instituted promptly, must be submitted to us within 
one year after the advertisement appears. If the article is 
purchased thru the mails, it is a condition of our guaran- 
tee that you shall have mentioned Better Homes & Gar- 
dens at the time the purchase was made. 


Read the advertisements in this issue and write for the supple- 
mentary material offered by advertisers whose products or services 
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The Land 


of a Million Scents 


[ Begins on page 20 | 


get one, and if you haven’t, get one anyway 
and make a place for it. They have lots of 
new varieties now, and many of them are 
grafted from blooming plants so they will 
bloom the year after they are put in— 
guaranteed! 


THE vine itself is charming all year and 
it grows with tropical speed. The few 
weeks it blooms your garden is trans- 
formed into a fairyland of the most exotic 
beauty and fragrance—a fairyland which 
has its counterpart far off in Japan—the 
original home of this flowering vine. Here’s 
to the ambitious horticulturists who made 
it possible for us to have them here now. 
In Japan there are plants whose panicles 
of bloom are 9 feet long! 

Honest to goodness, that is what I am 
reading from a catalog on my knee right 
now. The name of the 9-footer is Wisteria 
floribunda kyushaku—and beneath that 
one, here I see Wisteria flori bunda Naga 
Noda—but it’s a piker, its blooms are 
only 5 feet long! As a matter of fact, we 
just planted Naga Noda over our garage 
end of the house. 

Honeysuckle is another grand vine for 
fragrance. Plant Hall’s Evergreen Honey- 
suckle, a most profuse bloomer. You will 
burn yourself on your coffee some morning 
in amazement when you see its unsophisti- 
cated-looking green tendril creeping in at 
the door—yes, it grows nearly that fast. 


THEN, of course, come the moonflowers 
—our pet annual vine. We love them for 
their 60-foot growth in one year. And 
while the honeysuckle greets you at break- 
fast, the moonflower will follow you to the 
train, it grows so fast! From July to frost 
(if you file and soak the seeds to give them 
an early start) the vine is covered with 
large white flowers as big as saucers that 
open at dusk and send forth a fragrance 
redolent with subtle allure. 

Before leaving this fragrant garden (and 
had I really just been inhaling all these 
scents I’m sure I’d not have the strength 
to!) I must mention a few surprising odors. 
If you plant a mint bed you will be con- 
stantly amused and delighted at the odd 
and numerous places where its fragrance 
will find you. 

If you are a weeder by nature, by force 
of circumstances, or, like me, for the love 
of it (and I dare say I am peculiar that 
way), you'll love weeding the chrysanthe- 
mums for the fresh fragrance of their 
growing plants all summer. 

In the summer when all these scents are 
outscenting each other for the top of the 
list, when your senses are drugged and all 
the hurry and worry taken out of you by 
the loveliness of it all—there is a fragrance 
that ties them all together, and gives them 
a background—the smell of newly cut 
grass. 


THESE fragrances in the garden are love- 
ly at dawn, refreshing in the hot sun, sat- 
isfying at dusk—bewitching in the fresh 
greenness of a warm, summer rain. So 
thank you just the same for your kind 
thought, Messieurs Coty and Ybre, but 
while you are mingling and measuring out 
your perfume drop by drop, by the ounce, 
I’ll take mine by the acre! 




















¥VOU’RE 
WITH A 
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1} TO THOSE ABOUT TO RETIRE—j 


The VALLEY OF THE SUN invites you. 
A home where Nature’s smiles are fairest, where 
man has supplemented rich soil with an abundance 
of water for irrigation to control soil moisture. An 
ideal warm, dry, sunny climate where one grows 
the crops and fruits indigenous to both the tem- 
perate and the sub-tropical regions. 





Scenery unsurpassed, paved roads. cul- 
tural entertainment, libraries, churches, social 
organizations. Grapefruit—orange groves—date 
gardens. Every type of home, fine hotels. smart 
shops, excellent schools, all sports. colorful 
desert, Indian life. 


'} THE HOME OF YOUR DREAMS 7 


And you have your choice of a location, 
for near Phoenix, Glendale, Chandler, Mesa, 
Buckeye, Tempe and Wickenburg. you will find 
just the sunniest. greenest, friendliest place in the 
world to LIVE—THE HOME OF YOUR DREAMS. 


fe | 


Special rates now effective on Rock Island— 
Southern Pacific and Santa Fe Lines 


Phoenix 


CHAMBER of COMMERCE 
309-B Calle del Sol 


Please send me attractive free literature and booklets 
Name 
Address 


Fo arnizona | 























All From 


an Evergreen Tree 


[ Begins on page 9 | 


ing modeling clay available at most dime 
stores). Into the sides of the clay stick the 
White Pine needle clusters. Then place up- 
right in the center of the clay a tall, straight 
pine cone with scales outspread. Dip the 
base of tiny cones in glue and stick them 
into the large cone openings, retaining a 
pine tree shape, as pictured below. 


All From an Evergreen Tree. Pine cones can 
also be used to make gifts. Brush them 
with varnish and then dip into copper sul- 
phate. Fill red or green mosquito-net bags 
with the treated cones and label ‘‘For the 
Christmas Fire.” They make a delightful 
blue flame and a cheery crackle. 

The large open cones can also be filled 
with melted suet, thickened with cracked 
corn and sunflower seed. How the cardi- 
nals love to perch on this feeding-tray 
morsel and dig into its delicious depths! A 
bag of sueted cones will make a bird-loving 
friend yours forever. 





Whether your Christmas greeting takes 


the form of card, package, or basket, no 
touch will so effectively carry holiday cheer 
as a sprig from that oldest of earth’s plant 
aristocracy—the evergreen, ever the sym- 
bol of the blithesome Christmas spirit. 








A window box of cubically clipped 
arborvitae is neat, smart, and 
modern (described on page 10) 





I _/ 


A staccato note is contributed by 
pyramidal junipers in this winter 
window box (described on page 10) 








Boys and girls will enjoy making this 
cone tree (described on this page) 








STOP 
COLD 


THE FIRST DAY! 


Drive It Out 
of Your System! 


COLD once rooted is a cold of danger! 
Trust to no makeshift method. 

A cold, being an internal infection, calls for 
internal treatment. A cold also calls foraCOLD 
treatment and not a preparation good for a 
number of other things as well. 

Grove’s Laxative Bromo Quinine is definite 
treatment for a cold. It is expressly a cold treat- 
ment in tablet form. It is internal in effect and 
it does four important things. 


Four Effects 


First, it opens the bowels. Second, it checks 
the infection in the system. Third, it relieves 
the headache and fever. Fourth, it tones the sys- 
tem and helps fortify against further attack. 

Grove’s Bromo Quinine is distinguished for 
this fourfold effect and it is what you want for 
the prompt relief of a cold. 

All drug stores sell 
Grove’s Laxative Bromo 
Quinine. When you ask 
for it, don’t let anyone 
switch you to something 
else, for any reason! The 
cost is small, but the 
stake is large! 













A Cold is an 
Internal Infection 
and Requires 
Internal Treatment 





GROVE’S LAXATIVE 


BROMO 
QUININE 
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ALONG THE GARDEN PATH 


Wuen it comes to choosing Christ- 
mas gifts for others, I generally select 
things I like very much myself. In the 
same way I choose a garden story which 
appeals to me and which I think you'll 
like. At least I have the fun of giving you 
my choice and remaining perfectly inno- 
cent of the fact that you don’t like it. I 
liked it, and I had hoped you would, too. 


Growing Happiness. What a delight it 
would be to receive a small collection of 
flower seeds—especially some of your fa- 
vorite varieties, or of the new sorts. Think 
of the flowers you’ve particularly admired 
in your garden, and choose a few packages 
of seeds to send to a garden-loving neigh- 
bor or relative. How about Rocky Moun- 
tain Columbines, also a package of the 
tiny, button-like zinnias, a few fine del- 
phinium hybrids, or a small collection of 
the unusual colors in California-poppy? 
For the wildflower-lover, a packet of baby- 
blue-eyes, or Collinsia. would be sure to 
delight him. It must be sown each year. 


Joy-bringing Trees. How do you feel about 
cutting down evergreen trees for use at 
Christmas? I’ve never been sentimental 
about it. One of the foresters told me, 
“There would be as much logic in pro- 
hibiting use of lumber for building homes 
as in prohibiting Christmas trees. Life is 
more than dollars and cents, more even 
than natural resources. Happiness is 
worth almost any price—and nothing 
brings more Christmas joy than a tree.” 

I’ve noticed in some sections of the 
United States a custom with which I sin- 
cerely disagree. Some people trim their 
Christmas trees and decorate their homes 
so long before Christmas that by the time 
Christmas Eve arrives the whole idea of 
the tree and the house decorations is old. 
It’s always been our custom to spend 
Christmas Eve decorating our home, and 
therefore I’ve always felt that this was 
the proper thing to do. Don’t you agree? 

I know a number of families that in- 
clude a living Christmas tree among their 
gifts. Unless your yard is very large, you 
may not have room for pines and spruces, 
but there’s no reason why a slower-grow- 
ing juniper near the entrance isn’t fully as 
appropriate. Your nurseryman will advise 
you as to the best trees for your local con- 
ditions. If you bring these Christmas trees 
indoors, remember that they’re living 
things—not dead sticks. They must be 
moved to a garden spot in the yard at the 
earliest possible date, for they shouldn’t 
be kept indoors long enough either to dry 
or start into active growth. 
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What With Roses Can Compare? You know, 
of course, that it’s possible to order rose- 
bushes in the middle of the winter. 
Merely drop your friend a note and say 
that when springtime arrives a glorious 
rose will arrive for his garden. 

There are roses for all sorts of people. 
For the rock-garden lover you might give 
a little Rosa rouletti, which grows only 6 
inches tall and has flowers so small you 
can almost use a thimble for a vase; for 
the person with a new archway, an Ameri- 
can Pillar Rose, for it’s the most popular 
of all climbers; for Aunt Carrie, who likes 
to wear a rose to church each Sunday, one 
of the white Hybrid Teas; for the person 
who has no rose garden, but who would 
like to have a rosebush that would stand 
adversity, read what the catalog says 
about Else Poulsen, for it’s a reliable 
Baby Rambler of startling performance. I 
cannot stop without mentioning President 
Hoover, a brilliant scarlet and yellow. 


The Old Butcher Knife. I shall never forget 
the stainless steel trowel Fae Hutten- 
locher gave me for Christmas. I must ad- 
mit it’s a great pleasure to have a good 
tool of this sort—the soil falls off it so 
easily. Almost anyone you’ve seen using 
an old butcher knife for a trowel would 
appreciate a stainless steel one. 


To Read and Mark. For the person who is 
looking for practical information, Alfred 
Putz’ “The Garden Notebook”; for the 
poetry-lover, ““Garden Grace,” by Louise 
Driscoll; as an inexpensive gift send Doro- 
thy Biddle’s ‘““How to Arrange Flowers.” 
As for me, I would very much prefer some 
old garden book you picked up in a sec- 
ond-hand bookshop. 


Completing the Picture. Many a garden is 
waiting for a rose arch. What a splendid 
gift it would be for mother, from the 
family! Such garden accessories as arches, 
jars, and pergolas help complete the pic- 
tures you desire to make in your garden. 


Neckties and Vases. Containers in which 
to arrange flowers are always scarce. No 
one ever has exactly the right vase. But 
remember—choosing a vase for a woman 
is like choosing a necktie for a man—it’s 
wise to let her do it herself. 


Easily Sai‘sfied. $f you merely inquire of 
a friend about his garden, it won’t be five 
minutes before he’ll tell you a dozen inex- 
pensive things he needs, 
which simplifies your ‘ 
Christmas gift problem. 
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Neross. the (ditors Desk 


Many of you who read this will see 
your dreams of a better home realized in 
1936. General business improvement, 
better home-loan facilities, more efficient 
building methods—all these will help 
you to bring into actual form and sub- 
stance the glamorous hopes and visions 
of many years, and your family will be 
made more comfortable and happy. 
Thru the depression we of Better Homes 
& Gardens never lost faith, and vigor- 
ously worked out a program including 
the Bildcost plan, remodeling, and pres- 
entation of innumerable new ideas for 
home-building and betterment, at the 
same time reminding you that the de- 
pression brought low prices and a great 
opportunity for owning a home. Next 
month we build higher on that solid 
foundation and you will be pleased at 
what you will read then and thereafter. 
The New Year will see many delightful 
new surprises. 

The figures for the first nine months of 
1935 show an increase of more than 225 
percent in the number of Bildcost plans 
sent to prospective home-owners by Bet- 
ter Homes & Gardens over the entire 
twelve months of 1934. If this isn’t a 
healthy sign of renewed home-building, 
where will you find one? 


THE National Association of Audubon 
Societies, 1775 Broadway, New York, is 
doing a most valuable work in helping to 
fill the need for trained workers in Na- 
ture study. Why wouldn’t it be a good 
scheme for your garden club or other 
organization to offer free tuition in the 
Audubon Nature Training Camp to the 
teacher of your local schools who will do 
most to promote garden and Nature 
interests in her classes? Technical in- 
struction won’t fill the bill. It takes act- 
ual field work and thoro personal knowl- 
edge of the subject. 


PRESIDENT Agnes Samuelson of the 
National Education Association has 
asked Better Homes & Gardens to provide 
the association with a list of source ma- 
terials on garden, Nature, and conserva- 
tion. This list will be used in building up 
courses of studies in the schools of the 
nation. We feel gratified at this recogni- 
tion, as we have for a long time insisted 
that public schools should teach such 
subjects—not in a perfunctory way, by 
means of texts alone, but by actual work 
in field and garden, with teachers gen- 
uinely qualified and interested. Your 
own children should profit by the adop- 
tion of such courses. Talk it up in your 
P. T. A. or with your school board and 
let us know if we can help. 


Wisconsin has taken an advanced 


step in the direction indicated above, by 
enacting a law providing that the gov- 


+ 





erning boards of the university, state 
teachers’ colleges, and county normal 
schools shall provide adequate instruc- 
tion in conservation of natural resources. 
We assume that this provision will be 
broad enough to include gardening and 
preservation of wild flowers. Wisconsin 
has assumed a position of leadership in 
many forward-looking movements, and 
is to be commended for passing this law. 
Within the next five years a dozen other 
states will fall in line. Will yours be one? 


EvipENCcE of the wide reading given 
Better Homes &§ Gardens is seen in the 
reaction to a recent article on “Your 
Child’s Eyesight,” which stirred up vi- 
brant and illuminating communications 
from all over the country because of its 
comment on the profession of optome- 
try. Dr. Walter I. Brown, president of 
the American Optometric Association, 
has written us this statement in reply to 
that which appeared in the article in 
question: “An optometrist is recognized 
by law in every state as a specialized 
practitioner to examine, diagnose, pre- 
scribe, and care for eyesight and the 
visual needs. His professional standing 
is equal to that of the physician and den- 
tist. Before he commences practice, the 
optometrist takes a state board exami- 
nation and is the only practitioner 
who thereby proves his fitness in this 
highly specialized field. Optometry is 
taught in leading universities and the 
professional courses are from three to 
four years. The curricula are arranged so 
as to devote practically all of the time to 
the study of the eye, the visual appara- 
tus, their functions and their relation- 
ship to health and physical welfare. It is 
a mistaken notion that glasses are pre- 
scribed in every case. The optometric 
field is far broader, including the devel- 
opment of vision, straightening of cross 
eyes, and orthoptic training to improve 
the functioning of the seeing system so 
as to reduce the fatiguing expenditure 
of nervous energy, all this without med- 
icine or surgery.” 


One of our readers is highly indig- 
nant because she was in a home where 
an old cradle was being used as a recep- 
tacle for wood, magazines, and any other 
thing that the owners felt like dumping 
into it. | am inclined to think her in- 
dignation is justified. There is no mem- 


ory more sacred in a home than that of 


the little children that came into being 
and grew out of infancy to childhood and 
adolescence. A cradle or crib is some- 
thing to be either kept as an heirloom 
or turned over to 

some one else who 

can use it for its 

proper purpose. Or ‘ 

what do you think? 
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| ae are those who lament the passing of summer 
and of autumn’s gorgeous pageant of farewell. They 
perhaps cannot enjoy the year-long wealth of verdure 
and color in the gardens of the South. But for them 
some hoary and benevolent old genie of the northern 
winter has provided rich compensation. Beginning with 
exquisitely designed crystals formed of feather-ice in 
the slanting ride down the invigorant breath of the 
north wind he has somehow contrived to snatch bits of 


PHOTOGRAPH BY WILLIAM RITTASE 


the purest white summer-clouds for patterns and lay 
them with imperceptible touch in fluffs upon bare 
twigs and branches—even lowly weed-stalks, and per- 
haps a gaunt post, which, according to Whittier, may 
be like “an old man .. . with high-cocked hat.” If you 
have such a picture as this in your garden, prize it 
highly, for it is even more delicate and evanescent than 
the fragile petals of plum-blossoms in spring or the 
silken gossamers of Indian summer.—E, T. P. 
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THE 


OF A PLAIN DIRT GARDENER 


By Harry R. O’Brien 


Dear Editor: I haven’t heard from you 
yet as to whether or not you want me to 
write this DOAPDG for you another 
year. But I’ve done it for so many years 
now that I’d just be lost not doing it. 
And maybe your readers have somehow 
become used to it and the magazine 
wouldn’t seem right without it. I hope so. 
It’s just like an old shoe or an old hat. We 
like ’em better than something new. 

You know, about the finest thing that 
has come out of this Diary has been the 
friends it has made for us all over the 
country. Persons whom I’ve never seen 
write me pleasant letters. They send me 
presents and birthday cards, just as tho 
they really knew me. They come to visit 





“I'd be lost not doing it" 


us. This past year we had visitors from 
15 states who came driving in, wanting to 
know if the Plain Dirt Gardener lived 
here. He did. 

But sometimes these visitors make me 
sad when they are disappointed because | 
don’t have a great garden, with every- 
thing in perfect condition, with every 
variety under the sun. They make re- 
marks about my weeds or they turn up 
their noses at my old-fashioned coreopsis 
and Shasta Daisies. 

So please, Mr. Editor, tell them that I 
am not a combination of landscape gar- 
dener, botanical park superintendent, and 
rich man. If I were, I’d have all the rare 
plants and Id hire a chap to work by the 
month to keep everything in apple-pie 
order. But then, I wouldn’t be the Plain 
Dirt Gardener any longer. I’d be some- 
thing else. It’s because I have to do my 
own digging and do have weeds and am 
often behind in my work and do have 
moles and do wear faded overalls and all 
the rest, that I am what I am. 


Sincerely, 


The Plain Dirt Gardener. 


jon / Up a bit late, as I always do when 
‘beginning a new pet and finding 
myself avisiting with the folks, I descended 


to breakfast on mother’s inimitable fried 
eggs and what goes with them. It has 
turned bitter cold, but about ten I drove 
in to Dayton to wish a happy New Year 


to Wilber Siebenthaler, the nurseryman, 
and have another cup of coffee with him 
and Lucille, his good wife, and his brother 
George. 

This afternoon late, we packed up and 
drove back homeward as darkness came on. 
fon 3 Maggie and the boys dismantled 

** the live Christmas tree today and 
I was expected to get the tree outside but 
never got it done, much less plant it. 
Gosh, there are so many things to do. But 
hark from afar, there are sounds of spring. 
The seed catalogs are beginning to come 
in—and those new All-American things 
listed and so many new perennials too. 
Where’ll I ever get the money to buy ’em 
all—and Maggie making frequent re- 
marks about sales and fur coats. 


Inspired by that new typewriter 
fm. I gave him for Christmas, Don- 
ald, aged ten, has decided to publish a 
newspaper for his grade school. Enlisted 
with him are Jerry and Jim, his chums. 
They were here the other day and there 
was a great business of calling everybody 
on the phone to get news and then, a slow 
hammering out of it. They call it Do-Je-Ji 
News. This evening we took it down to get 
it mimeographed. 


fam. 7 Warm sun and out in the garden 

I piddled around, covering up a 
few things. Then there are some of those 
narcissus bulbs unplanted that a man 
gave me in December, after the grocnd 
was frozen hard. With a trowel, I dug 





Do-Je-Ji News Publishing Co. 


holes, pushed the bulbs down and put 
clods over them. But it turned colder as 
I worked. The ground began to freeze 
slowly and my fingers freeze fast. I finally 
gave it up. 


fanl0 The state nurseryman’s conven- 


tion was in session down town 
and, being a good customer of a lot of the 
fellows, I managed to slip in without the 
password at the banquet tonight to hear 
a talk by William A. Taylor, former chief 
of the Bureau of Plant Industry of the 
United States Department of Agriculture. 


For a good many years Dr. Taylor was 
the head of this, the greatest plant re- 
search organization in the world. He told 
us of its wide range of work, of how its 
men have originated new varieties of 
plants. He told, too, of the work of the 
plant explorers of the Bureau—how they 
have traveled the far corners of the 
world, sometimes losing their lives at it, 
to bring us new plants. One who lost his 
life was Frank Meyer, the man who 
brought the Chinese Elm to this country 
and the beautiful dwarf Meyer Juniper. 


Sani Now what do you think? In the 
mail today were two letters, one 
from a woman in Texas and one from a 
woman in Rhode Island and both wanted 
to know whether Maggie and the boys 
were real or whether I just sit at my desk 
and make up things about imaginary 
persons. 

Dear me! Of course they are real. And 





**Sick—headache—sore throat 


David with the sniffles and cough and 
staying home from school today. And 
Donald publishing a mimeograph news- 
paper for his school. And Maggie wanting 
a new fur coat. 


fonl4 Tonight there was a community 

party at the parish house and I 
couldn’t find any excuse, so Maggie man- 
aged to get me there, all togged out in 
biled shirt and tux. The party was a suc- 
cess, except for one unpleasantry. After 
refreshments, Ed Heil, Neighbor Gunn, 
and I were sitting by the fireplace down- 
stairs gossiping, until our wives were 
plumb disgusted and sent Mrs. Graves, 
the chairman of the party, down to rout 
us out. Now, if I were king, there’d be 
neither ¢ard playing nor dancing at a 
community party, but everybody should 
just sit around and enjoy themselves. 

This parish house is a fine institution. 
It is in effect a clubhouse, standing on the 
village commons near the Episcopal 
Church, which owns it. But those Epis- 
copalians are good scouts and they make 
everybody welcome until the house sorta 
belongs to the whole community. It makes 
this a better community in which to live, 
in consequence. 


20 Someone gave me a present of a 
fm contraption to keep the insides 
of an aquarium clean—and it works. It’s a 
safety razor blade against a piece of rub- 
ber and fastened onto a little stick about 
15 inches long. With it I can scrape and 
wash the insides of the aquarium at one 
operation. Now maybe I can calm down 
the criticism in these parts about my 
dirty-looking aquarium where the guppies 
are. 

Tonight I finished reading Richardson 
Wright’s “Winter Diversions of a Gar- 
dener.” Brother, if you want a book about 
gardening that has romance and intrigue 
and iniquity and holy thoughts, just read 
this book, [ Continued on page 59 











IT’S Vw. TO ME! 


1 After dusk look to the white-painted blocks 
(Sketch 1) to keep motorists “on the square” 
with driveway edges. Glass insets pick up car 
lights, shine red in warning. Tenpenny nails 
anchor markers. Also, there are square blocks. 


2 An insurance company offers Government 
figures in a free pamphlet ““The Cost of Going 
to College’; expenses at various schools are 
tabulated. 


3 Fresh, liquid coffee, condensed to a powder, 
makes coffee instantly, right in the cup. It 
comes in packs for a single cup of coffee, and 
in can sizes. 


4 Some lucky Junior Garden Club of America 
will win the $500 Better Homes & Gardens offers 
in a contest closing March 31. “A contest is 
never closed till it’s over!’ says Cousin Marion. 


5 My mother wonders how to heat the space 
she has for a fine attic room. I suggest a portable 
console-cabinet oil heater that circulates the 
heat and is neat looking. 


6 Fiber window shades, costing so little, are 
offered in cross-striped pattern to suggest Vene- 
tian blinds. Shades are complete, or with 
gummed strips to mount on your own rollers. 


7 Using one match, I light a concentrated kin- 
dler which burns slowly and cleanly to get the 
hearth fire started. Kindlers come packaged, a 
dozen 10-inch sticks for a few cents. One stick, 
or less (cleverly laid), kindles a hearth-fire! 


8 Good to look at—but better to eat!—are the 
foods illustrated in a new recipe book available 
for a small coin from a manufacturer. One 
recipe suggests a cauliflower-and-asparagus 
platter, with peas in cucumber and carrot cups. 


9 On his Christmas tree Alfred Hottes greeted 
many friends with hyacinth bulbs tucked in wee 
gay Cellophane sacks, tied and labeled. Nick 
and I planted ours (and two others) in the col- 
ored glass bulb vase, Sketch 9, to grow in water! 


10 For Sunday-night suppers I use my 12-inch 
star-shape glass dish (with 5 compartments to 
fill colorfully) as table centerpiece. Sometimes 
it holds pickles and relishes, or jellies and pre- 
serves, perhaps flowers snipped to the bloom! 
And Nick says the star and I doth beam! 


11 A corporation’s latest free booklet offers 
wise counsel in buying gifts for children. It’s an 
uncle’s helper on playthings and books! 


12 The new model of a well-known vacuum 
cleaner sells for less than $50—the lowest figure 
at which its patented cleaning action ever has 
been offered. 


13 A cute tin container in which prepared 
fruit-cake mix is packed (and can be baked 
when stirred together with an egg and a bit of 
liquid!) reminds me of a treasure chest. Fine, 
too, for mailing the baked cake. 
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Come ALONG,” say I to Nick, 
on a winter Sunday afternoon, “‘let’s 
go outdoors and make snowballs!” 
Nick improves the suggestion—he 
brings along a camera. 

“Editor Peterson,” quctes Nick, 
“says ‘King Winter makes trivial ob- 
jects fascinating, gives familiar scenes 
new outline! It’s a fine time to get 
some of the very best snaps in the 
album!’ ” 

Agreed. And, to pose really good 
ones, Editor Peterson suggests these 

inters: “It’s important to watch 
Lesh and amount of exposure. Many 
think, because snow is white, exposures 
should be much shorter. This would 
be true if there were nothing but snow 
in the picture, and if the light were as 
strong as in summer. But trees, houses, 
and animals give their usual color— 
there’s lots of black in a winter picture. 
Follow the old rule, ‘Expose for the 
shadows; let the highlights take care of 
themselves.’ ” 

In the sketch I’m snapping Nick. 
He’s prospecting in a snowbank! 
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14 We easily cart upstairs or down our neat 
source of quick comfort—the electric portable 
heater (Sketch 14). It weighs about 5 pounds. 


15 A non-electric clock I like has 12 silvery 
stars replacing numerals—and a moon rim 
partly round its blue face! 


16 Christine Holbrook finds the style of table- 
top radio (Sketch 16) to her taste. And it brings 
in not only the usual programs, but also police, 
amateur, and aircraft signals. In most loca- 
tions, with proper antenna (important to good 
reception), it picks up foreign broadcasts. 








_ For your convenience news items are numbered. When you inquire for information about 
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FOODS AND HOUSEHOLD DEVICES 
. 
Jean Guthrie 


GARDENS 


Alfred Carl Hottes 


REMODELING AND BUILDING 


John Normile 


17 Colored automobile keys—so light-weight 
they surprise you—come in red for ignition, 
blue for trunk, and yellow for tire lock. ... The 
same company offers a special coil to add to 
your ignition system for easier cold-weather 
car-starting. 


18 There’s a new dessert-recipe booklet which 
sells for a few cents and is offered by a manu- 
facturer.... : Also, a corporation will send an 
assortment of recipes free to help when prepar- 
ing large quantities of food, as for a church 
supper. .. . From some large-quantity recipes 
to which marshmallows add that “different” 
touch, Jean Guthrie selects one for a Tart Fruit 
Punch. A pound of marshmallows used in it, 
instead of sugar, makes the beverage rich, 
smooth, more mellow! Decorate the ice block 
in this bowl of fruit punch with candied orange 
peel, fresh mint leaves, and lemon slices. 


19 “A leading manufacturer,” says John 
Normile, “has brought out a new valve for 
steam radiators on the one-pipe system. The 
valves are adjustable so that, with a little ex- 
perimenting, each radiator in the home can be 
set for equalizing room temperatures.” 


20 Tall and smooth is the coffee-maker, with 
electric unit as a separate table-stove. This wee 
electric stove has thermostat control, can be 
set to keep coffee warm after brewing. 


21 No more chipping by guesswork when a 
recipe calls for 244 squares (214 ounces) of 
chocolate! Jean Guthrie tells me a well-known 
unsweetened bar chocolate now comes with 1- 
ounce squares separately wrapped, each square 
scored for half-squares. 


22 A trig set of conservative toiletries, at the 
right milepost, is a fine gift for a little girl who 
soon will be a big girl! 


23 Pfft! to burglars and nightmares—Sketch 
23 shows a widget that runs on batteries like a 
flashlight. Manipulate the glass dome and it’s 
a table night-light. Grasp it firmly and point in 
reverse for a spotlight—to merrily flash dark 
corners in 1936! ... Happy New Year! 





HOME FURNISHINGS 
7 
Christine Holbrook 
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